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The publication of the Chinese edition of the Biochemistry & Molecular Biology of
Plants, represents a unique and bold endeavor. This book was first published by the
American Society of Plant Biologists and was the result of the work of numerous contribu-
tors and reviewers in addition to the editors. This edition in Chinese reflects the efforts of
plant biologists at Peking University, who have translated each of the chapters from English.

The publication of the current version of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology of Plants
can potentially have major impact on the training of plant biologists in China. Plants have
a long and important tradition in China and understanding their biology is at the heart of
Chinese culture and society. The biochemistry of natural products, one of the chapters in the
book, forms much of the basis of traditional Chinese cooking and medicine--fields that have
long influenced Western civilization. Recent developments in plant biochemistry and
molecular biology have contributed to dramatic improvements and led to profound changes
in the pace of development in China. My coeditors and I foresee even more dramatic changes
in agriculture and plant biology in China in the coming decades, and we hope that publication
of this text will contribute to this progress. We also hope that this translation will serve
equally in assisting and influencing students so they are encouraged to study plants. The
American Society of Plant Biologists and all of those responsible for the book are indebted
to Professors Li-Jia Qu, Hongya Gu, Shunong Bai, Jindong Zhao, Zhangliang Chen and
Xingwang Deng at the Peking-Yale Plant Science Center for their efforts in making the
Chinese edition a reality.

On a personal note, I am thankful for the long-standing interactions with my Chinese
colleagues, which in one case goes back two decades. I was fortunate to have been able to
share almost all stages of my career with outstanding Chinese graduate students, postdoctoral
fellows and faculty members, both in the United States and in Europe. These interactions
and enduring friendships with my Chinese colleagues have left a permanent imprint and
influenced my career as well as my life in many ways.

Wilhelm Gruissem
(On behalf of my coeditors and friends, Bob B. Buchanan and Russell L. Jones)
Aug.19,2003
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