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ABSTRACT

Frontier plan and control is a fundamental strategic
issue that concerns a long period of peace and order in a
nation. Different cultures maintain different attitudes and
approaches to frontier plan and control, which determine
their frontier strategies respectively and result in entire
differences in understanding and realization of current
world political order and target. The dissertation aims at
a thorough investigation into the deep cultural roots of
frontier strategies in ancient China from the perspective of
ideology of frontier plan and control. In Chinese culture,
the world outlook of 7 the whole world as a unity”, the
ethnic attitude of ” differentiation of the Hans and
barbarians” , the principles of ” benevolence” and of ”
adaptability 7 in political philosophy —— all these
compose a stable ideological system — traditional
ideology of frontier plan and control in ancient China —
and create a complementary frontier theory of ”

domination of the world” and ” isolation of the barbarians
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from the Hans”. As common ideological basis in Chinese
history, they construct the fundamental characteristics of
frontier strategies in ancient China, regulate policy —
making in frontier control and guide frontier control
practice.

The dissertation first of all discusses the origin of the
frontier issue and the background of ideology of frontier
plan and control in ancient China. Then, focusing on the
internal relations between ideology of frontier plan and
control and frontier strategies in ancient China, it
analyzes the major components of traditional ideology of
frontier plan and control. They include the principles of ”
national unity”, of ” differentiation of the Hans and
barbarians”, of ” benevolence” and of ” adaptability”. It
further points out that the principle of ” national unity”
formulates the supreme political target of frontier control
— national unity of multiple nationalities, that the
concept of ” harmony of the Hans and barbarians” clarifies
a cultural identification in frontier plan and control, that
the principle of 7 benevolence” regulates the use of means
of "enlightenment by education” and ” resort of force” and
that ” adaptability” provides the basis in methodology for
policies in frontier control. Dominated by this ideological

system, other frontier strategies were formulated in
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ancient dynasties in China.

The dissertation examines and analyzes the
relationship between the ideology of frontier plan and
control and frontier strategies in ancient China, illustrates
the deep historical cultural roots of traditional frontier
strategies and frontier control policies, and exposes their
unique characteristics and modes. In the last part, it
summaries and considers the historic values and
contemporary significance of traditional frontier control
and frontier strategies, providing some inspirations to

frontier plan and control in China today.
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