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Preface

An important task in sustainable development is the setting of objectives and tar-
gets, the observation and assessment of the present status and prevailing trends, moni-
toring of achievements and communication on those issues at all levels. For these task’s
indicator systems have been developed and are employed at the international, national
as well as local level. Indicator systems are powerful tools to incorporate environ-

mental and SD considerations into policies, regulations, plans and programs.

Europe avails well — founded experiences in this field and has made SD indi-
cator development and use a cornerstone of her policies. I am happy that in the
framework of EU — China collaboration, within the EU — China Environmental
Management Cooperation Programme information exchange in the field of SD in-
dicators has been taken up. This publication has taken a new and innovative ap-
proach by combining experience from China and Europe in form of a comprehen-

sive document on the state — of — the —art.

I am convinced that this publication will be well received and 1 see it as a
substantial contribution towards increased collaboration between China and Eu-

rope in sustainable development.

(For the EC delegation)
Dr Klaus Ebermann™

Ambassador

(| B

*  Klaus Ebermann RERAH PEARFMEKHE,
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