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='® ~ Listening Exercises

1. Russia and the United States have reached an agreement to

reduce the number of weapons they possess.
2. Russian and American diplomats have been the deal
for months. ’

3. He said it will make the world more peaceful and putold
____inthe past. President Putin said he was pleased that negotiators
had been able to settle the final differences.

4. They can be removed from and stored.

Russia and the United States have reached an agreement to re-
duce the number of nuclear weapons they possess. Russian and A-

merican diplomats have been negotiating the deal for months.
President Bush and Russian President Vladimir Putin say they will sign
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the treaty next week when Mr. Bush visits Moscow.

Mr. Bush said the signing will begin a new period in relations be-
tween the United States and Russia. He
said it will make the world more peaceful
and put old aggressions in the past. Pres-
ident Putin said he was pleased that negoti-
ators had been able to settle the final differ-
ences.

The agreement calls for each country
to cut its nuclear weapons by two-thirds

during the next ten years. That would mean
a reduction for each side from about six-thousand nuclear weapons
now to as few as 1,700. However, the weapons do not have to be
destroyed. They can be removed from deployment and stored.

(To Be Continued)
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<™ ~ Listening Exercises

e

1. Some lawmakers in the United States also think the agree-

ment should call for the _ of the weapons.

2. Russia made other  to reach agreement.

3. The agreement also permits either side to _____ from the
treaty if such a withdrawal is announced at least ninety days before it
happens.

4. The cuts will permit the Russian government to spend more
money on _____ measures and the fight against the illegal drug
trade.

The United States has always demanded that the weapons do not
have to be destroyed. Russia always objected to this demand. Rus-
sian Defense Minister Sergei Ivanov says his government still opposes
the American position that the weapons only need to be taken out of

deployment.
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