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2 La Dame Aux Camélias ’T

CHAPTER 1

Since I am not yet of an age to invent, I must make do
with telling a tale.

I therefore invite the reader to believe that this story is-
true. All the characters appear in it, with the exception of
the heroine @, are still living.

I would further add that there are reliable % witnesses in
Paris for most of the particulars which I bring together here,
and they could vouch @ for their accuracy should my word
not be enough. By a singular ® turn of events, I alone was
able to write them down since I alone was privy to the very
last details without which it would have been quite impos-

sible to piece together a full and satisfying account.

On the 12th day of March 1847, in the rue Laffitte, 1
happened upon a large yellow notice announcing a sale of
furniture and valuable curios ® . An estate was to be dis-
posed ® of, the owner having died. The notice did not name
the dead person, but the sale was to be held at 9 rue d’Antin
on the 16th, between noon and five o’clock.

The notice also stated that the apartments and contents
could be viewed on the 13th and 14th.
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4 La Dame Aux Camélias %

[ have always been interested in curios. I promised myself
I would not miss this opportunity, if not of actually buying.
then at least of looking.

The following day. I directed my steps towards 9 rue
d’Antin.

I wandered from room to room in the wake of these in-
quisitive © aristocratic 2 ladies who had arrived before me.
They went into a bedroom hung with Persian fabrics I was
about to go in after them, when they came out again almost
immediately, smiling and as it were put to shame by this
latest revelation. The effect was to make me even keener to
see inside. It was the dressing-room, complete down to the
very last details, in which the dead woman’s profligacy 9 had
seemingly reached its height.

On a large table standing against one wall — it measured a
good six feet by three — shone the finest treasures of Aucoc
and Odiot. It was a magnificent ¥ collection, and among the
countless objects each so essential to the appearance of the
kind of woman in whose home we had gathered, there was
not one that was not made of gold or silver, But it was a
collection. that could only have been assembled ® piece by
piece, and clearly more one love had gone into its making.

I, who was not the least put out by the sight of the

dressing-room of a kept woman, spent some time agreeably



iﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ

R—-BBHEETL &, STLERH, U
KRAZELRKIL, BEAK, ELHGE
AR RIERE,

FoX, RELCEFBEHREAHENLST

REERELHFFHRAATL -
Bl dAT1E i — o T SR AR 5 R,
RUBERELQEER, BOPRERPE T H
¥, SHRAE R — R RBE N, X
RRELEREMAER RSB ERZ G X
R—EIREE, BEBH T SAGHNER, &
WA AFMAPIS . BT, FREEEER
BHELE T RRERKES

EREN—K=RE ARKWET L, BB
RABGRRFN A E HERERE ENN AL,
W RERTESH . REECRBHE &, 3HR
BFHEENZ EARH L ARRLITHZA
WO, ENARE FHE, RERTHM. A
WX 2B REABARTR, w1
AEEREEBBMBLTT 20,

S HLWREE, RABHBIALR
h,ER A XRBARE B, — AR

@ inquisitive
[in‘kwizitiv ]

s dib)

@ aristocratic
[ eeristo-kreetik }
Rk, fEEK
#, BKEQA

@ profligacy
[-profligasi]
B, FRA,
BEER

@ magnificent

[ meeg nifisant }
ERH, BHE
B, E RS

® assemble
[a'sembl] £ 4,
RE KK



6 La Dame Aux Camélias %

inspecting its contents, neglecting none of them, and I no-
ticed that all these magnificently wrought implements ® bore
different initials and all manner of coronets 2.

As I contemplated all these things, each to my mind
standing for a separate prostitution ® of the poor girl, I re-
flected that God had been merciful to her since He had not
suffered her to live long enough to undergo the usual pun-
ishment but had allowed her to die at the height of her
wealth and beauty, long before the coming of old age, that

first death of courtesans ¥ .

I must have been lost in thought for quite some time. For
by now the apartment was empty save for myself and a porter
who, from the doorway, was eyeing me carefully lest I
should try to steal anything.

I went up to this good man in whom I inspired ® such
grave anxieties.

‘Excuse me, ' [ said, ‘I wonder if you could tell me the
name of the person who lived here?’

‘Mademoisele Marguerite Gautier. ’

I knew this young woman by name and by sight.

‘What! ’ I said to the porter. - ‘Marguerite Gautier is
dead?’

*Yes, sir.’

‘When did it happen?’
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) La Dame Aux Camélias %

‘Three weeks ago, I think.’

‘But why are people being allowed to view her apartment?’

‘“The creditors ¥ thought it would be good for trade. Peo-
ple can get the effect of the hangings and the furniture in
advance. Encourages people to buy, you understand.’

‘So she had debts, then?’

‘Oh yes, sir! Lots of 'em.’

‘But I imagine the sale will cover them?’

‘Over and above.’

‘ And who stands to get the balance?’

‘The family. ’

‘She had a family?’

‘Seems she did.’

‘Thank you very much.’

The porter, now reassured 2 as to my intentions, touched
his cap and I left.

*Poor girl, * I said to myself as I returned home, ‘she must
have died a sad death, for in her world, people only keep
their friends as long as they stay fit and well.” And in spite

of myself, I lamented ® the fate of Marguerite Gautier.
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10 La Dame Aux Camélias @

CHAPTER 2

I recalled having come across Marguerite very frequently -
on the Champs-Elysees, where she appeared assiduously ¥
each day in a small blue brougham drawn by two magnificent
bays, and I remembered having also remarked in her at that
time an air of distinction rare in women of her kind and

which was further enhanced ¢ by her truly exceptional beauty.

For it was impossible to behold beauty more captivating ®

than Marguerite’s.

Her jet-black hair, naturally or artfully waved, was parted
over her forehead in two thick coils which vanished behind
her head, just exposing the lobes of her ears from which
hung two diamonds each worth four or five thousand francs.

Exactly how the torrid @ life she led could possibly have
left on Marguerite’s face the virginal ¥, even childlike ex-
pression which made it distinctive, is something which we

“are forced to record as a fact which we cannot comprehend.

Marguerite was present at all first nights and spent each

evening in the theatre or at the ball. Whenever a new play
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12 La Dame Aux Camélias i;

was performed @, you could be sure of seeing her there with
three things which she always had with her and which always
occupied 2 the ledge of her box in the stalls; her opera

glasses, a box of sweets and a bunch of camellias @ .

Marguerite had never been seen with any flowers but
camellias. Because of this, her florist, Madame Barjon, had
finally taken to calling her the Lady of the Camellias, and
the name had remained with her.

Like all who move in certain social circles in Paris, I knew
further that Marguerite had been the mistress of the most
fashionable young men, that she admitted the fact openly,
and that they themselves boasted ¥ of it, which only went to
show that lovers and mistress were well pleased with each other.

However, for some three years previously, ever since a
visit she had made to Bagneres, she was said to be living
with just one man, an elderly foreign duke who was fabu-
lously ® wealthy and had attempted to detach her as far as
possible from her old life. This she seems to have been
happy enough to go along with.

Here is what I have been told of the matter.

In the spring of 1842, Marguerite was so weak, so altered
in her looks, that the doctors had ordered her to take the
waters. She accordingly set out for Bagneres.

Among the other sufferers there, was the Duke’s daughter



