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Geographical Features

Jinan is situated in the middle of Shandong
Province, against the Taishan Mountain to the south
and facing the Yellow River to the north. It boasf§ a
picturesque landscape with natual springs, a charming
lake and bueatiful hills.It is the political, economic and
cultural centre of the province. Jinan’s topographical
features are cterized by mountains, hilly areas
and low-lying land. Inside thecity proper, there are
numerous springs, which, with their quality warter,
constitute an important source for drinking, industry
and irrigation. Jinan not only has the best springs, but
also possesses a good collection of famous scenic spots
and historical sites, which compare well with the
beauty of South China. Jinan has been frequently
visited by famous scholars and personages since
ancient times. The city, with its long history and
splendid cultural background, occupies an important
place in the Chinese civilization.

Jinan has, under its jurisdiction, 5 urban districts
of Lixia, Shizhong, Tiangiao, Huaiyin and Licheng,
3 counties, including, Zhanggiu, Changging and
Pingyin. Its 1otal population is 3.83 million in an
area of 5.775 skm.

Since Jinan is on the middle laditudes, it has a
temperate climate with four distinct seasons. The
average temperature is 14 °C in a year and the annual
rainfall is 600 mm.




History in Brief

Jinan is an ancient city with a long history and
remarkable cultural background. The city had its city
walls set up about 2, 600 years ago and was named
Luo at that time. The name of Jinan has been used
since the Han Dynasty (about 2, 100 years ago ) .
Jinan is the heart of the province and holds a strategic
importance. It had been considered a must to fight for
by the seccessive Chinese dynasties. Jinan witnessed
quite a few peasants uprisings against the fuedal ruling
governments, Among them the Yellow Turbans and
the Boxer Movement are best-known. Jinan is also
one of the earlest places where the Chinese Communist
Party was founded and it is the birth-place of its
Shandong Branch.

Urban Development

Jinan’s city proper has undergone great changes
in recent years. The reconstruction of the old section of
the city is going hand in hand with the development of
the catering industry. In the principal of “the people
building and managing the city for themselves ”, it is
the people whom are called upon to carry out the
all-round development of the city. The city’s physical
features were characterized by narrow streets and small
lanes. “Dusty in sunny days and mudy in the rain”, a
saying depicts vividly the true situation in those days.
However, a general transformation has been carried
out in recent years and the city, with new parks, the
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dredged moat, new spring pools and cleaned rivers, has
taken on an entirely new look. The urban area has ex—
panded from 177 skm in 1949 to 483 skm of today.

The total constructed space has been increased by 24
times, of which the residential floor space has risen by

i. 6 times. At the same time, highway has been
increased by 9. 7 times, urban public transportation

lines by 95 times, green space by 315 hectares. In the
process of transforming the city, equal attention has
been payed to the improvement of the infrastructure
works and the construction of new projects. The
2, 000m-long Yellow River bridge was built in1983,

greatly improving the traffic conditions. It also serves
as an important link on the transportation line be-
tween North China and East China.Meanwhile,a num-
ber of infrastructure projects have been going on ,

including diverting warter from the Yellow River into

the city to save the springs, building the piped gas

system, the central heating network, railway flyovers

and dredging the Xiaoqging River. Jinan now is well on

its way fowards becoming a modern and prosperous

city with a clean and beautiful environment and strong

characters as a city of springs.

Culture, Education and Health Care

Jinan is one of the Chinese cities, where education,
science and technology are well-developed . Now, Jinan
has 15 institutes of higher learning, 450 middle schools
and secondery technical schools and 2, 200 primary
schools, with a total students body of 560, 000, which is




4. 8 times that of 1949. Since then, about 290,
graduates have been produced, of whom a
number have become well-known special’
scholars, There are 88 research setups of -
subjects. They achieved 1, 160 items of rc
accomplishments during the 1971-1985 peric
which about 30 items reached international adv:
level and 430 items were considered advanced in Ci.

Jinan has an enomous source of performing ar -
Particularly known are Shandong Kuaishu (recitatior
in the company of clappers) and Shandong Qinshu
(singing in the company of a four-string local musical
instrument) . There are over 4, 000 well-trained
professional personnel of various performing arts.
Jinan has 100 medical institutions with 11, 900 hospital
beds and 22, 000 medical staff, which have ensured
health care for the local people. Jinan also has
well-developed Wu Shu (martial art), chess and track
and field events, which have made some
break-throughs in recent years. Zheng Fengrong, the
first Chinese world record setter in the track and field
sports, is from Jinan.

Commerce and Foreign Trade

Jinan bas been a commercial centre ever since
ancient times. Now, the city’s commercial structure is
being upgraded with more shopping centres established
and free markets restored and expanded. A transform
has been carried out to change the commercial system
from the closed and mandatory type into a open,
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