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The nature is a mysterious pen, painting the northwest a wonderful place.

Green plants living in the deserts, just like a precious sapphire embed-
ded around a death sea; moving camels in the deserted gobi bring depres-
sion and pain into the jungle of hope and light.

The wind blows across the northwest, as fine horses galloping and tides
rising. The wind blows over the vast highlands and peaceful basins, bring-
ing in fragrance of the seasons and leaving the most wonderful imagina-
tions. Loess, huge stones cut by the wind have traces of bygone days, dis-
playing in the corner of the earth. Numerous Yadan landforms, terrifying
iGhost CityiO the boldness and the mystery of the west are fully embod-
ied!

Many miracles may happen in the west. Springs in the desert moisten
the tired souls; Populus diversifolia growing in the most arid area give
comfort to lonely travelers.

Many legends may reappear in the west. Roads in the deserts are like
the rainbows; secret of the nature is glimmering on the colorful hills.

The ancient, mysterious and magic northwest has the permanent glam-
our and attraction.
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This series of photo books,consisting of four volumes: “The Landscape of
West China” , “The Historical Sites and Relics” , “The Masterpieces of The
Mature” and “The Lost Civilizations” , unfolds a collection of photos and de-
scriptions of West China by two Chinese photographers who live in Northwest
China for a long time.They present a true West China to the readers,including
Gansu Province,Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region,Qinghai Province Ningxia
Hui Autonomous Region and the areas that are adjacent to them and share the
similar landforms with them, such as Tibet, the Western part of Inner Mongolia,
the Northern part of Sichuan. The Series does not include photos of Shanixi
Province, for there are bulks of publications, including photo books, about its
splendid history, culture and tourist resources that have been well known to the
country and the world. It is my sincere hope that those who read the series and
appreciate the photos will enjoy their discoveries of the unique landscape and
fascinating history of West China, and will devote whatever they can to the de-
velopment of this part of China,which is going on now.
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The gobi. desert and the barren gullies make a remote and arid impression on people. But when you enter the Northwest, youll find it full of
magic and beauty.

The deserts always make people frightened when they dont have a full knowledge of it. When the wind blows, the sand flies, making the whole
sky dark, and one finds no place for shelter; except some scattered alhagi and rose willows, there are scarcely any high plants. Such place is called
as the Forbidden Area of life. In fact, it is in such seemingly barren area that breeds infinite miracles.

Populus diversifolia, the desert trees,the warriors in the deserts, rising high one by one, or in clusters at the east edge of Taklamakan Desert, the
crossing belt of Badanjilin Desert and Tenggeli Desert and the end of the sand road, are counteracting the deserts energetically.

People who have crossed the deserts will have their confidence built upon seeing them; travelers and explorers will feel refreshed in their shade
and cant help thinking that only in Northwest China can one see such wonderful views.

The Populus diversifolia are the oldest kind of poplar trees in the world indeed. Xinjiang is the largest area where the populus diversifolia grow.
Especially on the both sides of Tarim River, yarkand River and Hetian River, the dense populus diversifolia, like a natural protective screen, lock
the harsh deserts.

The Populus diversifolia are the trees tolerant of salt, alkali, drought and sand, their roots can be as deep as one hundred meters in the earth so
that it can absorb and reserve great amount of water content. Once the bark is slightly cut, its juice will be flowing continually just as a persons
tears. Hence the name: the tree that has tears . Its tears contain great amount alkali that becomes sodium salt crystal the raw material for soap
making and depickling leather making when dried in the sun.

The Populus diversifolia alive make people appreciate while the dead Populus diversifolia make people exclaim in admiration. It is well known
that the Populus diversifolia have strong life force, and they can live for over 150 years. However, in Ejina of the West Inner Mongolia, the
primitive Populus diversifolia are out of vitality for long because of the change of nature. It is like cruel battlefield: dry boughs lying here and there,
wind whistling in the dead woods, a scene of horror and tragedy and is called as the grotesque woods. It is the warning as well as symbol revealing
to the mankind the urgency of environmental protection in the west.

Badanjilin Desert, lying in Alashan, Inner Mongolia, of an elevation of 1,2001,700 m and the relative height of 500 m, is called as the Mount
Everest of Deserts. The desert here collects all the beauty of all kinds of deserts and are famous for their height and steepness. All kinds of dunes
are the ideal sights for explorers. The sounding sand deep in the deserts is called the the Sounding Sand Kingdom in the World whose sound can
be heard clearly kilometers away. Many inland lakes resemble the beauty of the scenery of the south. The blue sky, fresh air, unpolluted natural
environment, the primitive and spacious stillness compose the fairyland in the world.

Yadan or Yardan is the name for precipitous hills by the westen people.At the turn of 19" century and 20" century Swen Hedin, a Swedish,and
Stein an Englishman, came to explore the Lop-nor area. They used the "yardan"first in their works From then on ,Yadan has become a special term
for geographers and archeologists in the world,specially referring to a kind of strange landform in arid regions.As the materials concerned show.,
Lop-nor is the place where the landform of Yandan is mostly congregated in the world,distributing in the east as well as in the west and northen
shore,occupying an area of 2,600km? Here the Yadan landform consists of a series of paralleled ridges and ditches and troughs ,which extend
northeastward and southwestward.The mounds can be divided into fine sand,mud,gypsumand salt earth etc.Yadan is not only famous for its
special scenery,but also a natural gardenfor many wild animals and plants.On both banks of some dried riverbeds there grow dense bluish dogbane
and Chinese tamarisk,among which run Mongolian gazelles and wild camels.In summer biuish dogbane is in bloom with red flowers, which make
a pleasing scene with the purple flowers of the Chinese tamarisk just like rosy clouds in the sky.

As how many wonders there are in the world, there are how many marvelous spectacles in West China. As long as you take a trip in the vast West

you will be infatuated with numerous wonders and marvel at this magic and great land.
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As the old saying goes, The Yellow River favors Ningxia. The Yellow River makes its way
mightily out of the gorges into Ningxia from the southwest. But it turns tame and docile when it
comes to the Yinchuan Plain between Helan Mountains in the north and Erduosi Highland. Shahu
Lake, the wonder of the desert is a masterpicce of the Yellow River. Shahu Lake, blue and clear
with waving reeds reflected in the water, is like a mirror lying among the rising dunes and vast
sand plain,. The flying and singing of all kinds of water birds on the lake remind one of the

scenes of southern China. And the broad beach, reflected dunes and the beautiful colors will
certainly leave a fascinating impression on tourists.
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Over 20 km away from Zhongwei County town is the well-known tourist resort-Shapotou. Here on the bank of the Yellow River, is a new crescent sand mount,
tens of meters high.-When it's been fine for days on end. it would make the sound of bells and drums as people slide downhill. Legend goes that the sound is from the
ancient castle buried in the sand. where noisy soldiers and neighing horses join effort to make a sonata. Actually this is just a natural phenomenon.The dry sand on

the surface rub with that inside to produce static electricity to make the sound as sliding down the steep hill.So when it rains, it will no longer make any sound. At
Shapotou. tourists can not only slide on sand while looking at the landscape of an oasis, but also go rafting on the River.
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Located between the southwest of Left Alashan Banner, Inner-Mongolian Autonomous Region and the middle border of Gansu
province, with Helan Mountains on the east, the Great-Wall on the south, and Yabulai Mountains on the west, the desert has an area
of 42,700 km, and an altitude of 1400 to 1200m. Dunes, steppe and low mounds crisscross. The new-crescent-shape-dune chains
reach 10 to 30m high and move constantly towards the southeast. The moving sand is usually separated by fixed dunes, lakes and
hills. Hence it is easy to explore.

Nothing is alive in the endless desert because climate here is unbearably dry especially in windstorm days. Spring and autumn
here are very short. The temperature changes greatly by 40 degrees in a day, more in a year. The magnificent dunes and sand
mountains link together to form the special landforms of the Tengger Desert.
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Located between the west of Right Alasan Banner. Inner-Mongolian Autonomous Region and the cast of Ejina Banner, with Guluna Lake and Guaizi Lake
respectively on the west and north, Yabulai Mountains and North Mountains on the east and south, it is the third largest desert in China, with an area of 44,300
square km. The five wonders here are: strange mountains. singing sand. lakes. mysterious fountains and temples. This desert is like a gradually rising curtain when
the countless sand dance i windstorm. while the numerous fixed dune chains seem to be magnificent pyramids or giant waves in the roaring ocean.

Badanjilin Desert can be called the desert of Qomolangma because it has the highest dune in China and the world as well. On the high dunes or in a long distance
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one can hear the loud and clear rolling sand as if acroplains are passing by. Thats why Bad
the desert there exist various sizes of continental lakes, along which live various sorts o
Hundreds and thousands of swans and wild gooses are flying over the lake with swimming fi
cows and sheep graze everywhere. All this offers a scene similar to that of the beautiful southern China.

anjilin Desert is called the kingdom of singing sand. In the back-land of
f wild animals, such as hares, pheasants. swans and wild gooses. etc.
shes and waving water plants in the water. Along the bank of the lakes.
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In Badanjilin Desert, the inland lakes are called the blue diamond. There are over 144 small lakes dotted in the shoals between the enormous sand mountains.
Thats the charm of Badanjilin Desert and golden places for the exploration tour groups. There are water-plants, reeds, camel grass and date trees around the lakes.
with flocks of wild ducks and shoals of fish swim in the shallow water.




L N




