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Abstract

Supply and demand condition of livestock products in China
is a matter of outstanding significance which is concerned with
the famous grain controversy——Can China feed herself ? Since
Chinese government implements the policy of reform and open-
ness to the outside of the world, livestock economy has made a
wondrously rapid growth. Profound changes has taken place in
many aspects such as production mode, demand structure and
circulation sector. Meanwhile, some urgent problems have been
put forth and should be solved immediately as for the develop-
ment of livestock economy . How to reduce the livestock produc-
tion costs, enhance the livestock supply capacity and then reali-
ze the efficient allocation of livestock production resources? is
the consumption behavior of residents or the regional marketing
barriers affect the changing pattens of livestock production and
markets? What is the competition power of livestock products of
China? How to find the direction and approaches in order to en-
hance the intemational competitiveness of livestock products?
What role the govemment should play in the growth process of
livestock? The answer to all these questions is a prerequisite to
improve the production efficiency and guarantee the healthy and
stabilizing growth of livestock.

Based on the revision of livestock production and consump-
tion data of China, this book studies systematically the supply,
demand and trade behavior of livestock in China. Several issues
are demonstrated as following:

First, to revise and adjust the livestock production and con-
sumption data in China. Using 1997 and 1998 statistical data,



the author adjusts meat production data of all kinds on the national and
provincial level which results in the broadly-defined national meat pro-
duction and non-home national consumption. With the help of determi-
nant model of non-home consumption, the author estimates and fore-
casts the provincial meat consumption. Then, the non-home meat con-
sumption of all varieties on the provincial level is derived according to
the assumptions of within-regional disparity and inter-regional homo-
geneity between non-home consumption preference and home con-
sumption preference.

Secondly, to analyze the production and supply pattems of live-
stock in China. Based on the description of livestock growth and fluctua-
tion, this paper analyzes the production efficiency and the regional dif-
ferences between various production modes, discusses the price vari-
ation of livestock markets and proposes a theoretic model of the live-
stock supply in China.

Thirdly, to estimate the determinants of livestock consumption.
Using the cross sectional data of 1995—2000 on the provincial level,
this paper describes the characteristics of livestock consumption of ur-
ban and rural residents, imitates the effects of some variables such as
price, income, urbanization and regional disparity on the livestock de-
mand, estimates the demand elasticities of price and income as for the
major varieties, forecasts the trend of livestock markets and proposes
some policy suggestions as for the market development.

Finally, to study the evolution pattems of livestock trade in Chi-
na. This paper descries the import and export features of livestock,
analyzes the comparative advantage of production and the competitive
advantage of export as for the livestock in China, forecasts the
prospects of livestock trade and proposes the corresponding policy
suggestions.
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