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1. THE BEGINNING

We do not know when the history of man began,
but we are getting closer to that knowledge. Every
year archaeologists are finding new examples of the
work of ancient men. Bones and stones carefully
carved by the hands of men have been found in ca-
ves. Men lived in those caves for thousands of years.
We can observe the improvement in their work du-
ring those years. They were always trying to make
things better and finer. We can observe the impro-
vement of their tools, for example. The earliest
ones are rough stones'!. After thousands of years
the tools became fine and beautiful., There were
stone tools that were as sharp as knives.

Using new tools men could do more difficult
work™. They began farming as well as hunting.
Then men learned to use metal and to work with
this. They rapidly improved their tools and every~
thing else they made,

Peopie who live by hunting are always moving
frem place to place, following wild animals™®., Peo—
ple who live by farming stay in one place near

their farms. Men began living in larger groups™l,
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They began building real houses. They began ma-—
king pots to hold their food and drink. Their po-
wer of speech was growing too. Perhaps they had
more things to talk about. They advanced f{urther
and began to put speech into writing™.

Reading the words written above doesn’t take
long. But making those changes took nearly a mil-
lion years®) We talk of men advancing through
the Stone Age, the Bronze Age and the Iron Age.
Each age lasted many thousands of years. In some
places groups of men are still living in the Stone
Age! The first step was always the longest. When
men had metal tools they advanced much more
quickly.

One hundred and fifty years ago we knew little
of man’s long history. Most people in Europe belie-
ved that men had been placed on earth by God a
few thousand years ago. The date of this important
event was believed to be 4004 B.C. The idea that
men had the same ancestors as monkeys was not
easily accepted!”, People did not want to believe it.
It wasn’t easy to make them accept the truth™,

How did the archaeologists know the great age
of the stone tools they were finding? How could
they make people believe that they were really
ancient? Was there any proof that those rough
stones hadn’t been broken yesterday by small boys
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playing™?

Men who studied rocks helped the archaeologists
to prove that the things they found were indced
very old®¥, Underneath the ground there are dii-
ferent levels of rock, one below the other. As you
dig deeper you find that every age has left a dif-
ferent level of rock. Plants and bones have turned
to stone at the bottom levels,

If you know the age of one level you know the
age of everything found in that level. The men who
study rocks, called geologists, know the age of
every level of rock for millions of years. Archaeo~
logists found the bones or tools of men at a rock
level which was, for example, fifty thousand years
old. So they knew that their finds were at least
that old.

Now we have scientific tests todiscover the age -
of mncient objects. But proving their age is easier
if the archaeologist knows where they come from?,
At first archaeologists weren’t very careful incol-
lecting things. When they found a treasure they
dug it out of\:‘the earth and took it home to study.
Now diggers don’t move anything until they have
studied the earth where it lies™?, Every tiny piece
of stone may be important. When they see the tip
of a stone or bone they use a small brush for re-

moving the earth around it. They want to see every—
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thing exactly as it first lay there thousands of
years ago.

Many discoveries are not very exciting to peo-
ple who are not archaeologists. We cannot always
recognise the interest of things they admire. For
example, many stone tools which are fifty thousand
years old look like ordinary stones., Broken pots
which are thousands of years old look like pots
broken yesterday. We have to learn how to recog-
nise each tiny example of men’s work.

Other things left by our ancestors instantly
excite us. We know at once that they are especiaily
important. For example, anyone can recognise the
interest of one of the oldest human burials. It was
discovered by three French priests in 1908 in a cave
in the south of France.

It was a tiny cave, only twenty feet long. The
priests found that groups of men had lived there
for thousands of years. For ihree years they dug
deeper and deeper. Tools and bones of many ages
were collected. At last they found signs of a hole
which had been dug 35,000 years earlier. Someone
long ago had been digging here. Opening the hole
they discovered the bones of a man. He had been
about fifty years old, short, with a very large
head. His eyes were deep and wide. The bone of his

forehead was very large. His appearance was cer—
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tainly not like ours. He was an early type of man
but he must have been a great leader in his .day.
He was buried with great honour. Beside his body
were the bones of animals hunted by his people.
We are not sure why they were buried with him.
Perhaps this was food for his life after death., There
were also arrow-heads and spears beside the body.
Were these for helping the hunter in his future life?
Then his people were already thinking and dreaming
bumans™'., They thought of the future as well as
the present. They knew that the body dies, but
they believed in a life after death.

Because men believed in life after death many
precious things were buried with them in theearth.
Men expected to need the same things after death
that they needed during their life. So they were
buried with the things they valued.

The graves of ancient men contain the things
they treasured.

Finding buried treasure is one interest in archa-
eology, but archaeologists are more interested in
finding buried cities. QOur ancestors seem to iive
again when we find the actual houses and the
aofual streets they knew.

At {irst men only built rough wood huts. But,
real houses built eight thousand years ago have

been found in Jericho. The walls are still as strong
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as when they were built", The actual marks of
the builders’ fingers can still be seen.

Men did not only build houses to keep themsel-
ves warm and dry. They wanted to build tempies
for their gods. Often we do not knmow what gods
they believed in. But we can always recoganise a
holy place when we see it. There are many grand
examples. One of the grandest is Stoiehenge in the
south of England.

Stonehenge is a circle of huge stones standing
in open, empty country. About four thousand years
ago this country was farmed by people using stone
tools. They were still living in the Stone Age.
These first builders of Stonehenge used their tools
to dig a great bank. They made this bank in a huge
circle. Some of their people were buried inside the
circle. They raised a huge stone called the Hele
Stone and dug holes in which offerings may have
been put. The place was already holy.

A few centuries later new people came. These
men used metal tools to build great things. They
knew more about building than the Stone Age men
and they had grand ideas for their temple. Some of
these ideas may have come with traders from Europe.
Civilisation there was far advanced.

This second Stonehenge had a great road leading
to the centre of the temple. Inside the old bank
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they raised two circles of tall stones. Across the
tops of these big stones they put other stones. No=~
thing like this had ever been seen in England.

Huge stones called blue-stones were used for the
new Stonehenge. But they did not ~ome from any
place near the temple. They actually came from
Wales, hundreds of miles across the mountains.

Wecan admire the grand ideas of these people
who were determined to get those stones for their
temple. No one knows why they chose them. Perhaps
they had some holy quality which the builders
demanded. But carrying them across the mountains
seemed impossible.

In 1954 a British archaeologist thought he knew
how they had done it. In order to prove his ideas
he got the boys of an English school to test them.
He got them to make part of the same journey that
the builders of ancient Stonehenge had made. Drag-
ging huge stones behind them the boys proved that
his ideas were possible.

First the stones were dragged from their place
in the Welsh mountains to the nearest river. Then
they were floated in deep boats to the sea. At the
sea the stones were carried on flat boats along the
coast to a river nearer Stonehenge. Many stones
must have been lost in the sea or the rivers.

At last the stones were landed on a river bank
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near Stonehenge. Each of them had a weight of
six or sever tons. Now hundreds of men had to
drag them over land to the temple. It could be
done. Thirty schoolboys managed to drag a smaller
stone,

This second Stonehenge was grander than the
first. But new people came who thought it was too
small., The third Stonehenge which they built is the
one we admire today., Another great ring of stoues
was raised. These stones were very much heavier
than the blue-stones. They had to be dragged twenty-
four miles across rough hills. Archaeologists think
that a thousand men would need seven weeks io drag
each stone by means of ropes and rolling logs. The
whole great work must have taken ten years.

Having brought the huge stones to Stonshenge
the builders then pushed them up on their ends"®,
Nobody can be sure how they did this work. Pos-
sibly a great hole was dug and one end of the
stone was slipped into this, Slowly the other end
was raised, little by little, Hundreds of men were
pulling on ropes and pushing logs under the rising
stone, When the stone was straight it was fixed firm-
ly in position, But still the work wasn’t f{inished]
Now more huge stones had to be lified on top of
these] Nobody knows exactly how this was done

without tools like ours, Perhaps logs were pushed
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under the stones, one by one, until they reached the
right height, It is wonderful that anybody could do
i1, But the stone circle was complete,

The men who built Stonehenge must have Dbeen
a powerful and wealthy people, Their leaders coul
make thousands of men work at the holy place, They
kz¢ hig ideas and did great things, The stones
were cut so perfectly that we still admire them,
The position of the stones has proved that these
rcople knew a lot about the movement of the sun
and stars, On mid-summer night hundreds of pcople
:1ill come to Stonehenge to watch the sun rise,
After thousands of years they still see the first
cunlight shine straight down the great line of
ancient stones and strike the centre of Stonehenge,
The old priests knew what they were doing, Yet
these people could not write and had no great
cities, ‘

We are learning more about how men and their
ideas travelled nearly four thousand years ago. We
know that the kings of the Stonehenge people were
buried with precious things from foreign countries,
So we krow that there were traders from far places
travelling here, These foreigners came from the
great cities of the Mediterranean where civilisation
was advancing faster,

On one of the great stones of Stonehenge is cut
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a faint picture of a knife, It is not like any knife
used by the Stonehenge people, It looks like a knife
familiar to people in one of the greatest cities of
thatvage—'Mycenae in Greece,

Could a man from Mycenae have visited Stone-
henge? It was ‘a long way from the great, gay
cities of Greece to the wild and lonely coasts of
England, But in a Mycenaean grave a piece of
jewellery from near Stonehenge has been found, We
know there was trade from one end of Europe to
the other,
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Notes

[ 1] The earliest ones are rough stones.

ones ZRiJone YER X, BERB LA h
“tools”, LI AEE.,

[27] Using new tools men could do more
difficult work.

using new tools E— BRI EIE, EHTHIRIE,
FkrhRF ik BHEIEDFACoud do,

[ 3] People who live by hunting are always
moving from place to place, following wild animals,

who live by husting JHFEiE people BUEEBNF]L, T
BICAITSE g A117; following wild animals B—4
B EEERE, WHIREE are moving, 2R3 1E i
B,

[ 43 Men began living in larger groups.

living in larger groups #ENDIBKAERE G,
XILRinFkFER B RXike

[5] They advanced further and began to put

speech into writing.

“put...into...” B “HT-e o 2503 KL THER.
[ 61 But making those changes took nearly a

million years)

making those changeszh &A% IE, 4 '#'ﬂlf’ra:la.

[ 7] The idea that men had the same ancestors

as monkeys was not easily accepted.
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that5| RN A& iFideafyRMLIE N, MK —F
RTIERNAE, BN DBRUAAABRETRETR—EE NG
WAR”s 70 that MApdy, as g, EFBISHE 18
IR men Wy—HE, KHERE, JRMEA that men..as
monkeys had...; was...accepted GH-FHIIFIE(H3HE),

(81 It wasn’t easy to make them accept the
truth.

AP AIARER LN to make them accept the
truth R FROEEEE, iV THBREE, £ FER
KMHERT, ¥Rk,

L9] Was there any proof that those rough
stones hadn’t been broken yesterday by small boys
playing?

that5| FR AR EIE proof WIRILLIE M AT, A 5y
e RAECIEEDEZAT, & 3 HGL %) 5% 8 by
small boys playing Rtk A AIFEHHIT AL R,

£10] Men who studied rocks helped the archaes-
logists to prove that the things they found were
indeed very old.

AsajFA)EMen helped the archaeologists to prove
that..., ¥:#the archaeologists (to) prove that--- 4%
ARG FHE-TBEZANANIMEAM, who studied
rocksR11E men FyZIEMNA; that5| MMM 5Eh
FAE R prove fyRiBEMA; HEthat NAH, they found
£ EIE things MEBEBMNA, BT things FHITIR &
il “which (FKthat)"#EKE T

[11] But proving their age is easier if the
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