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Preface

The issue of housing is related with people’s daily life, and is one of the most important topics in architectur-
al research, With the worsening environmental crisis, people are confronting a series of great challenges in
the residential community. In order to improve environmental quality and the quality of life, ‘ecological
thinking and principles of sustainable development should be introduced in the study of residential communi-

ties.

This book presents a systematic survey of the latest information and research outcomes regarding ecological
residential communities. It draws on principles and methods from ecology, architecture, the humanities,
environmental science, urban planning and sustainable development theory. This book also aims to put for-

ward the countermeasures for constructing the ecological residential community.

This research has been supported financially by the Shanghai QIMINGXING Project for Young Scientific
and Technical Research Personnel (00QG14048), it was also supported by many scholars all over the world
and by colleagues at the College of Architecture and Urban Planning in Tongji University.

The author is delighted and honored that Prof. Zhu Dajian of Tongji University, Executive Director of Re-
search Center for Sustainable Development and Vice Director of Academy for Urban Development and Gov-
ernance, has written the forward for this book. His thanks also goes to Tongji University Press for the en-

couragement it has provided.

The author also wishes to acknowledge the support from the Center for Human Settlements in The Univer-
sity of British Columbia, the School of Community and Regional Planning in The University of British Co-
lumbia, the School of Architecture in The University of British Columbia, Mr, David Rousseau, Mr. Chris
Mattock and their colleagues at Urban Ecology Design Collaborative, Canada, and Prof. Stan Fung at The
University of New South Wales, Sydney.

Finally, the author would like to express sincere thanks to his parents and friends who facilitated the com-

pletion of this book.

CHEN Yi
May 8, 2002
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