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ABSTRACT

The resurgence of regionalism in the world has generated
widespread interest in the study of “new regionalism” in
international studies. which appears to be a new wave. In China
academic circle of international relations, especially in the study
circle of Asia-Pacific political economy, much of research has
turned to new regionalism-related issue-areas, centering on how to
understand and explain the new regionalism and its characters and
implications, especially on how to understand and explain the
characters, impact and function of Asia-Pacific regionalism. These
are practical and academic background of this study.

The purpose of this study is to comprehensively examine and
analyze the characters, impact and functions of Asia-Pacific new
regionalism. Its focus will be on the relation and interplay between
new regionalism and the change of Asia-Pacific regional structures.
The book consists of six parts.

The Introduction part explains the subject and its values — in
theory and in practice, explains the current academic achievements
on the subject, discusses the methodology, points out the main
contribution to the existing research, and makes clear the whole
writing arrangement. It emphasizes the importance of cross-
disciplinary in studying the new regionalism and introduces a
critical method, that is, the structural analysis of IPE initiated by
Susan Strange, a great theorist in IR.

The second part mainly discusses several theoretic issues of
regionalism ( Chapter One ). Based on the discussion of

methodology in the first part, this part further discusses three



6 R X 5B XRR ENE HH

other important theoretic issues; the conceptualization of “region”,
“regionalism” and “ Asia-Pacific ”; the relationships between
regionalism and globalism and nationalism; and the variation of
regionalism.

The third part reviews the historical change of regionalism in
the Asia-Pacific area ( Chapter Two ). Considering the
transformation of structural power, this part reviews the long-term
history of “old” regionalism by four periods. The four periods are,
the East Asian system period characterized by “Chinese-barbarian
system”, the Far East and Pacific system period characterized by
“Open Door Policy”, the Asia and Pacific (exactly greater East
Asian ) system period characterized by “Greater East Asia Co-
prosperity Sphere”, and the Asia-Pacific system period charactered
by Cold-War and Co-existence. This part also reviews the short
history of new regionalism after the Cold War and confirms the
transformation of regionalism from “old” to “new”.

The forth part is on the dynamics of regionalism in Asia-
Pacific region (Chapter Three to Seven). This part is the core part
of the dissertation. Proceeding from the structure analysis
framework argued by Susan Strange, this part examines in detail
the changes of the four regional structures in Asia and the Pacific
( regional security structure, regional production structure,
regional financial structure, and regional knowledge structure) and
the interaction between them. The chapter Three discusses the
relationship between new regionalism and the changing Asia-Pacific
regional security structure, consisting of the discussion on the
relations between regionalism and security, the conceptualization of
regional security structure and the examination of the great change
of Asia-Pacific regional security structure and its surroundings,
actors, context and patterns of action. The chapter Four discusses

the relationship between new regionalism and the changing Asia-
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Pacific regional production structure, consisting of analyzing the
transfer model of industry in East Asia, discussing the different
but important role played by TNCs and governments in the process
of Asia-Pacific economic regionalization. The chapter Five
discusses the relationship between new regionalism and the
changing Asia-Pacific regional financial structure, consisting of the
analysis of the enhanced importance of financial issues, the
examination of the worldwide financial regionalization, and the
recognition of the rise of Asia-Pacific financial regionalism. The
chapter Six discusses the relationship between new regionalism and
the changing Asia-Pacific regional knowledge structure, consisting
of confirming the significance of studying the knowledge structure
in the world, reviewing the knowledge tradition in Asia-Pacific
region, and examining the recent change of regional knowledge
structure in this region. The chapter Seven is the synthesis of the
above four chapters and it focuses on the interaction between the
four structures in A-Pacific region, which advances a “structure-
interaction-ism”.

The f{ifth part discusses the practical functions of new
regionalism and its perspective in Asia-Pacific region (Chapter
Eight ). This part further analyzes the retroaction of new
regionalism in Asia-Pacific, that is, the practical functions to boost
the change of the four structures in the region. It also discusses
various logically possible models of the new regionalism in Asia-
Pacific region.

The Conclusion part reiterates the major arguments and sums
up the whole study as the following:

—— New regionalism is a new pattern of ideology or trend of
thought, being symbolitic with globalism and complementary with
nationalism. Increasingly it will prove to be a “bridge” or

“mediator” between globalism and nationalism.
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——— New regionalism in Asia-Pacific region is an important
feature of the region in the last part of Cold War period and after.
It takes root in the long-term historical change of regional
structures in the region and has undeniable historical ties with the
old regionalism. However, the new and old regionalism are
substaintially different in nature.

—— The impetus and root of new regionalism in Asia-Pacific is
the change and interaction of the four regional structures, and its
resurgence and development definitely relate to the change and
interplay of the four regional structures.

—— As an important trend of thought. new regionalism is
retroactly boosting the deeper change of the {four regional
structures , which will reshape the regional vision and transfer the
nature and characteristics of the regional political and economic
relations.

—— The long-range developing goal of new regionalism in
Asia-Pacific is realizing “regional cohesion”, and transfering the
region from a “national” region into a “social” region. However,
due to various conditions, it is hard to predict the impact of new
regionalism in the foreseeable future. The most possible outcome is
that, a regional network of relationships emerges, comprising

various formal and informal regimes or arrangements.
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