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JEWISH THOUGHT IN THE
HELLENISTIC TIME

(ABSTRACT)

The inter-testamental period which can be anchored
backward to the return of the Jews from the exile and for-
ward to the New Testament is an important time of continu-
ing development for Jewish thought in Palestine, a time
which coincides with the age of Hellenism. Despite the com-
plex historical circumstances and seemingly contradictory
encounters between Hellenistic civilization and Palestinian
Judaism,a schematic picture can still be summed up on the
background of a culturally integrated Hellenistic world and
between the reception and rejection of its influences on the
Jewish tradition. This is a post-modern time of the Jewish
antiquity opening up to both Hellenistic and Oriental influ-
ences. It has a paradoxical result of a Greek enlightenment
and a syncretism to the Hellenistic rationalist spirit on the
side,and a deeper differentiation and mutation in the Jewish
thought and religious tradition on the other. While retreat-

ing to the old tradition to find its own definition of identity
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in the Torah and consequently marching toward a more ma-
ture Rabbinical Judaism later in the second century, Jewish
thought experienced a profound shock that created the pre-
suppositions for the spiritual and religious constellation from
which primitive Christianity emerged.

Chapter 1 treats of Hellenism as a political and econom-
ic force that became the synthesizing cultural main stream in
the Hellenistic world. Chapter 2 deals with the canonization
of the Jewish Scripture and its role of becoming the paradigm
of all judaisms and Jewish thoughts. Chapter 3 discusses the
religious ideological crisis in the emergent universalism and
awakening individualism that could be seen in Ecclesiastes
and Job. Chapter 4 studies the later Wisdom tradition in the
combination of a universal wisdom with the traditional piety
toward a Torah ontology. Chapter 5 describes how Wisdom
was integrated with the prophetic tradition in the Jewish es-
chatology and apocalypticism and created the profoundest
theological system between the “Second Isaiah” and the
New Testament. Chapter 6 explores the essential distinc-
tions between the zeal for and the departure from the Law,
which subsequently inclined the break of Christianity from
Judaism. To further carry on the significance of our topic in
the modern time ,two other essays are included in the excur-
sus,one on the humanism in the Jewish thought and the oth-

er on the New Testament criticism in the twentieth century.
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