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Abstract

The system of Synonym is an important paradigm of the vocabulary
because it has a close relationship with lexicology, semantics, and lexi-
cography, for it is related with the study of the synonym in Chinese and
the exploration of the meaning of words as well as the study of the
paradigm, the constitution, the vocabulary system and the antonyms in
Chinese.

This paper consists of seven paris : (1) introductory, (2) an
overview of the subject , (3) Xunzi and the commentaries, (4) the
definition of the common sememes of monosyllabic adjectives, the analy-
sis of the synonym among monosyllatic adjectives, (5) the pattern
aquired in showing synonym system, (6) further division of the synonym
of monosyllabic adjectives and the correlation of the meaning between syn-
onym patterns. (7) comments on the reasons and the course of the form-
ing of the synonym system.

Altogether forty - eight homonym pattems are defined with the guid-
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ance of the contexts of XunZi and the commentaries and the research pa-
pers availlable. Based on a thorough investigation of the contexts of all
the forty — eight synonym patterns recognized, the author managed to
confirm each of the sememes and make a comparision between the se-
memes In order to recognize the differrence of the meanings between the
synonym even though certain common sememes are confirmed, resulting
the recognition of nine models by which the synonym coexist and the three
kinds of relationships —deduce, opposition, and parallelism, followed
by the realization of the reasons and the courses undertook. We come to
realize that it is safe to consider the extending of meaning as the most im-
portant and most widely imployeed one though there may be more than one

single reason or one simple course undertook.
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