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Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought is now firmly
established as the major student textbook series in political theory. It aims
to make available to students all the most important texts in the history of
western political thought, from ancient Greece to the early twentieth
century. All the familiar classic texts will be included, but the series seeks
at the same time to enlarge the conventional canon by incorporating
an extensive range of less well-known works, many of them never before
available in a modern English edition. Wherever possible, texts are
published in complete and unabridged form, and translations are specially
commissioned for the series. Each volume contains a critical introduction
together with chronologies, biographical sketches, a guide to further read-
ing and any necessary glossaries and textual apparatus. When completed
the series will aim to offer an outline of the entire evolution of western
political thought.

For a list of tstles published in the series, please see end of book
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Preface to the Second Edition

The Cambridge University Press and the editors of the new series of
Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought have kindly
invited me to produce a second edition of Kant’s Political Writings, of
which the first edition first appeared in an earlier series almost twenty
years ago. They also agreed that the volume might be enlarged by three
additional texts. To decide on the most suitable texts presented me with
anything but an easy choice. The three suitable pieces chosen, the
reviews of Herder’s Ideas on the Philosophy of the History of Mankind,
Conjectures on the Beginning of Human History and What Is Orientation in
Thinking?, are not ‘political’ writings in the narrow sense of the word.
They do, however, supply a context for the strictly political writings
published in the first edition; for all of them illustrate Kant’s critical
approach to reasoning and his attitude to the public use of reason
without which political justice could not, in his view, be achieved.
What Is Orientation tn Thinking? does so particularly clearly. It also
introduces the reader to the moral basis of Kant’s politics, while the
other two texts illustrate Kant’s conception of history, another pillar of
his political thought. I greatly regret that there was no space to include
the other pieces relating to politics mentioned in the preface to the first
edition. Perhaps one day the constraints on space will be less pressing
and all writings by Kant which refer to politics, including the whole of
the Theory of Right, can be printed in a later edition.

In order to keep down printing costs and make the volume affordable
by students the text of the first edition could not be substantially altered.
For this reason, it has unfortunately not been possible to revise and
enlarge my introduction itself. I have, however, been able to add a
postscript in which I take up issues raised during the discussion of
Kant’s political thought over the past two decades. | have also provided
a more extensive bibliography and a new index.

My thanks are due to Barry Nisbet for translating the additional texts
and for giving me invaluable help by commenting on and checking my
manuscript. I should like to thank Jeremy Mynott of the Cambridge
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

University Press and the editors of the series for asking me to produce
the volume; and also Richard Fisher and Susan Beer for seeing the
manuscript through the Press. I am also indebted to University of
Bristol colleagues William Doyle, Stephan Kérner and Niall Rudd, to
Peter Nicholson (University of York), Onora O’Neill (University of
Essex) and Lewis White Beck (University of Rochester) for their help-
ful advice. The German Academic Exchange Service provided me
with a grant to work in the libraries of Heidelberg University, for
which [ am duly grateful. I am also conscious of my debt to the whole
corpus of Kant scholarship, and I regret that I have been able to ac-
knowledge only some of the many writings on Kant in the notes and
bibliography. For all shortcomings I myself am alone responsible.

Bristol/Heidelberg H. S. REISS
Autumn 1989



Preface to the First Edition

This volume, to the best of my knowledge, is the first in English to
contain all the political writings of Kant which the author himself had
published. There have been earlier translations of almost all the pieces
which make up this volume; Dr Nisbet has asked me to acknowledge
his debt to these, particularly to Professor John Ladd’s translation of
The Metaphysical Elements of Rights (The Metaphysical Elements of
Justice, Indianapolis, New York, Kansas City, 1965). The aim of this
volume is to introduce English-speaking readers in general and
students of political theory in particular to Kant’s Political writings.
The bibliography in the present volume may serve as a guide for fur-
ther reading. For a general introduction to Kant, the student can do no
better than read Stephan Korner’s Kant (Penguin Books, Harmonds-
worth, Middlesex, 1955), easily available in a pocket edition.

Only those writings which deal explicitly with the theory of politics
and which were published by him have been included. I have omitted
other essays, such as the Conjectures on the Beginning of Human History
(Mutmasslicher Anfang des Menschengeschlechts), The End of All Things
(Das Ende aller Dinge) and Kant’s review of J. G. Herder’s /deen, which
touch only marginally on politics. I have, however, included a brief but
essential passage from the Critique of Pure Reason (Kritik der reinen
Vernunft). In accordance with the aims of the series, I have not included
any extracts, unless they form self-contained wholes. A few passages in
other writings published by Kant are excluded, since they do not add
anything of substance to his theory of politics. I decided to include the
first part of Theory and Practice (Uber den Gemeinspruch: Das mag in der
Theorie richtig sein, taugt aber nicht fiir die Praxis), which is devoted to
ethics. Since this volume does not set out to be a definitive critical
edition of Kant’s political writings I did not follow this precedent in the
case of The Metaphysics of Morals (Die Metaphysik der Sitten) and The
Contest of Faculties (Der Streit der Fakultiten). To print both works in full
would inevitably have distracted attention from the main purpose of
this volume. I hope that the brief summaries of what was omitted will
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

give the reader some means of orientation. Except for the appended
passage from the Critique of Pure Reason, 1 have also excluded all pas-
sages on politics from any other of Kant’s larger works, such as the
Cntique of Judgement (Kritik der Unteilskrafi) and Religion within the
Limits of Reason Alone (Religion innerhalb der Grenzen der blossen Ver-

nunfi). I have even excluded a brief appendix attached to The Meta-

physical Elements of Right (Die metaphysischen Anfangsgriinde des Rechts).

In neither case is anything of substance omitted. Kant is simply repeat-

ing points which he has made elsewhere. Those readers who wish to
study the omitted parts of The Metaphysics of Morals should consult John
Ladd’s commendable translation in The Metaphysical Elements of
Justice. For the second part of The Metaphysics of Morals, The Meta-

physical Elements of Virtue (Die Metaphysischen Anfangsgriinde der
Tugendlehre), they should consult the German text, which they will in

any case have to do for The Contest of Faculties. To consult the original is

naturally always the best course, even if it involves learning German;

for all translations fail, in some degree or other, to do justice to the

original’ I also decided not to include either Kant’s preliminary

studies for his published works on politics as found in volumes xxi

and xx of the Akademieausgabe of his works and in Kant-Studien L1,

1959/60, or his notes on politics and law, as found in volumes xix and

xx of the above edition. These writings were published posthumously
and Kant did not intend them to be published. They do not offer
anything substantially different from what is found in his published

writings. They are often repetitive since many of them are rough notes,

comments on the textbook which he was using for lectures on the theory
of law (Gottfried Achenwall’s Jus naturae, Géttingen, 1755-6) and

notes for lectures or (probably) later publications. It will always be

difficult to decide how much weight should be given to material of this

kind; for it could easily contain views later rejected by an author on

mature consideration. In Kant’s case, the notes may occasionally
clarify some of his views. Furthermore, they can give us some insight
into the origin and development of his political thought. This latter
aspect has been exhaustively discussed by Georges Vlachos in his full-

length study of Kant’s political theory (La Pensée Politique de Kant.

Métaphysique de l'ordre et dialectique du progrés, Paris, 1962, pp. xx and
590). However, the development of Kant’s political ideas will always

' The translations in this book follow the style and substance of the original texts as
closely as possible, except that we have not reproduced the indentation (possibly used for
emphasis in the original texts) of some passages on pp. 135, 138-140 and 164.
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

present problems; for although the work of the editors of the
Akademieausgabe has been dedicated and painstaking, they have found
it difficult to date many of the notes exactly.

Finally, I should like to thank all those friends and colleagues who
have helped or encouraged me in my work for this volume. I am in-
debted to my former colleagues and friends at the London School of
Economics and Political Science: Ernest Gellner, Morris Ginsberg,
the late Harold Laski, William Pickles, Julius Gould, Donald Macrae,
Michael Oakeshott, Sir Karl Popper, the late William Rose, K. B.
Smellie and J. O. Wisdom. I have profited considerably from the advice
of Stephan Korner and Peter Bromhead of the University of Bristol,
who were good enough to read the introduction. David Eichholz of the
same University kindly translated Kant’s Latin quotations for me. I
have also greatly benefited from conversations on Kant with Dieter
Henrich of the University of Heidelberg. I have to thank Denis Dono-
ghue of University College, Dublin, Irvin Ehrenpreis of the Univer-
sity of Virginia, Raymond Klibansky of McGill University, George
Levine and Irving Massey, both of the New York State University at
Buffalo, and Philip Harth of the University of Wisconsin for gener-
ously helping me to trace some quotations. Above all I must thank Dr
H. B. Nisbet, who not only undertook the formidable task of translating
Kant, but has also spent much time in checking the notes and biblio-
graphy and has offered many valuable suggestions on scrutiny of my
introductory essay. He has also helped me in seeing the whole manu-
script through the press. I have in turn scrutinised his translation. Mrs
M. L. Taylor, Mrs Rosemary White and Miss B. Gertsch have had the
unenviable task of typing the manuscript, for which we owe them
sincere thanks. Much of my work on Kant was done when I had a year’s
leave of absence from McGill University in 1962—3 on award of a grant
from the Rockefeller Foundation. I am grateful to both institutions for
making it possible for me to have leave in Europe for the purpose of
study. It is a happy coincidence that, as I conclude my work on this
volume, I am once again at McGill, this time as Visiting Professor on
leave from the University of Bristol.

For any errors that remain I am alone responsible.

H. S. REISS
Hugessen House
McGill Unisversity
Montreal
Autumn 1968
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Introduction

I

Immanuel Kant was born on 22 April 1724 in Konigsberg (now Kalinin-
grad) in East Prussia which, except for occasional journeys into the
immediate vicinity, he hardly ever left during the whole of his long life
of almost eighty years. Konigsberg in the eighteenth century was a lively
city which, owing to its flourishing trade, was by no means isolated from
the world at large. Kant, who was anything but a recluse, enjoyed social
life and intelligent conversation. He was friendly with many Konigsberg
merchants, among whom there were also Englishmen, two of whom,
Green and Motherby, were particularly close friends. Although he was
meticulous and regular in his habits, punctual to a fault, he was also a
man of urbanity and wit.

Kant's parents were not rich. His father was a harness-maker who lived
in Konigsberg. His family was steeped in Pietism, the Protestant religious
movement which stressed emotional religiosity and the development of
the inner life. The pietistic atmosphere of his parents’ houschold was a
formative influence in his childhood, and he was particularly impressed
by his mother’s simple piety. After the early death of his parents (his
mother died in 1738, his father in 1746), Kant’s relations with his family
were not very close.

Kant’s outstanding intellectual gifts were recognised at school. It was
made possible for him to enter the University of Konigsberg, where he
was a brilliant student. In 1755 he was granted the right to lecture as
Magister legensor Privatdozent, i.c. as an unsalaried lecturer who depended
on his lecture fees for his income. Since his lectures were popular and
since he gave a large number of them—twenty a week at least—he was
able to eke out a meagre living. He lectured on many subjects—logic,
metaphysics, ethics, theory of law, geography, anthropology etc. He began
to make his name as a scholar and scientist by his writings. In his General
History of Nature and Theory of the Heavens (1755), he put forward a
highly original account of the origin of the universe similar to the one
later elaborated by the French scientist Laplace. It is now generally called

I



