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PREFACE

Today, the pursuit of science popularization has aroused demanding concern of the
party and government, as well as of science and education establishments, mass media,
various social organizations and enterprises. To meet this demand, there has been existing
an exact need to bring about an objective general description of the developmental condi-
tion of this country’s science popularization. So there comes the Science Popularization
Report of China. It is a pioneering report, formally published in this regard, that gives a
moderately overall and sensible account of the said popularization. The publishing of this
report will undoubtedly produce an enlivening effect, an effect that will further the public
understanding and support of science popularization and benefit our government in making
corresponding policies.

In June 2000, China Research Institute for Science Popularization propounded a pro-
gramme for creating the Science Popularization Report of China. This petition was highly
valued by the Secretariat of the China Association for Science and Technology (CAST).
By October the same year, the programme was authorized to set on course. Under the
constant assistance from relevant Departments of CAST, our devotion to the research
work of the programme, and the subsequent compilation and publishing of the report was
embraced by the personal care and guidance from Zhang Yutai, Vice-President of CAST,
Xu Shanyan, Vice — President of CAST, and Cheng Donghong, Executive Secretary of
the Secretariat of CAST. Meanwhile our job was also appreciated and encouraged by the
Ministry of Science and Technology. The ambition of the report is aimed to mirror the ac-
tual condition of China’s science popularization and make certain fundamental inquiries
and analyses with a view to raising constructive proposals for the benefit of the advance-
ment of science popularization on this land. For practical purpose, the report is prepared
as a sort of reference for the party and government when carrying out science popularizing
performances. It could also be resorted to by those full-time and part-time workers who
are engaging themselves in science popularization, and again by those many social organi-
zations, research or educational institutions, mass media and relative enterprises that are
enthusiastic or involved in this field. Through this report they could have an appropriate
understanding of the on-the-whole situation of science popularization in this country. Chi-
na Research Institute for Science Popularization is determined to redouble its efforts hence
forth to make studies on the status quo of the nationwide science popularization, and to
keep on compiling and publishing Science Popularization Report of China annually.
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Beginning with “Summary” as its overview exposition, the report is divided into four
parts in discussion of the present condition of China’s science popularization. That is:
Section One, Status of Science Popularization in China; Section Two, Science Populariza-
tion Capacity Construction of China; Section Three, Development and Environment on
Science Popularization; and Section Four, Science Popularization Undertaking of Local
Associations for Science and Technology.

In Section One, we, firstly, elaborated on the status of China’s public science litera-
cy; secondly, gave a picture of national large-scale and specialized initiatives relating to
science popularization; and finally, illustrated present science popularizing conditions
among divers social groups in five sectors. The sectors indicate separately youth, rural ar-
eas, urban communities, enterprises and ethnic minorities.

In Section Two, we made introduction to the organizations, institutions and finance
support in connection with science popularization, and then tried to depict how science
popularization had been going with mass media. The media are classified into six catego-
ries: books, newspapers, periodicals, radio, TV & films and internet. After that, we
once again went into examination of the principal infrastructure for science popularization.
That niainly focuses on distinctive museums for natural sciences and science & technology
museums. To end with this part, we set our eyes toward science popularization theoretical
studies.

In Section Three, we started from taking a look at the overall situation of the ad-
vancement of economy, science and technology, as well as social and cultural progress,
and from that viewpoint, tended to make analyses on new challenges confronting our sci-
ence popularization and the up-to-date demands arising thereupon. Following up, we
made discussions on the internal and external environments in which our science popular-
ization keeps growing. Those environments touch upon three domains: state policies, laws
and regulations concerning science popularization; progression of science popularization in
the People Republic of China; and the development of foreign counterparts in other coun-
ties.

In Section Four, we tried to reflect objectively, by laying our hands on kinds of avail-
able statistics, on the frame work and undertaking of local associations for science and
technology and various professional societies (associations on provincial, prefectural and
county levels with societies on provincial level).

Now the compilation work of 2002 Science Popularization Report of China has
brought to a close. It is completed under the positive support of relevant Departments of
CAST, such as Department of Science and Technology Popularization, Department of In-

vestigation, Research and Public Relations, and Department of Planning and Financial Af-
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faires. The report is also an outcome of close cooperation afforded by the independent es-
tablishments under CAST and differing national science popularizing societies. These units
and organizations offered their best in aiding this project. They are namely: China Science
and Technology Museum, Children and Youth Science Center of CAST, The China Cor-
respondence University for Rural Applied Technology, Coordinating Centre for Science
and Technology Associations in Industrial Enterprises of CAST, Popular Science Press,
CAST Information Center, Chinese Association of Natural Science Museurns, China As-
sociation of Science Instructor for Youth and Teenagers, China Rural Special Technology
Association, China Society for the Study of Science and Technology Press, China Science
Film and Video Association, Chinese Society for Science and Technology Journalism, and
China Science Writers’ Association, etc.

During the research of the programme, we have also received powerful support from
Ministry of Agriculture, State Forestry Bureau, General Administration of Press and Pub-
lication, All China Federation of Trade Unions, Central Committee of Communist Youth
League of China, All China Women’s Federation, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Nation-
al Natural Science Foundation of China, Science and Technology Daily, Science Times,
and Popular Science and Technology News. Meanwhile, we have also received positive
support from the staff of China Research Institute for Science Popularization. We would
like herewith to extend our sincere thanks to all of them. The completion of this report is
the result of collective efforts. While the research programme was well carried on, all the
participants displayed their enthusiasm for our science popularization enterprise and their
deep sense of responsibility for the nation. They either did actual writing, or catered ma-
terials for reference, or made valuable advice and suggestions. We should not refrain from
saying that the report is a condensed fruit of energy and hardworking of three generations
of old, middle-aged and young science popularizers.

All data and state descriptions contributed in this report are as late as 2001. Having
considered the report was the first one of the kind, we, however, did not confine our-
selves to those events happened within 2000-2001. We went back further and brought up
some information about the past of science popularization. But the main tune was played
to the happenings within the last few years. Although we have tried hard to collect mate-
rials wherever and whenever, we understand profoundly that many of them were still left
unreached. That is because science popularization is a subject of rich coverage, especially
in these years when it develops and changes greatly as more and more institutions get in-
volved. Besides, time allowed for the research work was never felt enough, some data
were originally lacking and ways and means for collecting often seemed not easy. So it is

understandable that there may be some inevitable oversights in certain chapters. Anyway,
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most contributors of the report are dedicators with sophisticated experiences who have
been working for years in the field of science popularization. But as each contributor has
rightly his or her own view pertaining to the theories and practices in this field, and plus
the unbalanced difficulty of data collecting reflected in each topic writing, there might be
quite likely some discrepancy both in exactness of recognition and profundity of writing.
Fortunately, it is a relief to us when realizing that we still have chance later to make con-
sequent Science Popularization Reports of China better. Everything is difficult at the
start. If we adhere to our pursuit, we are sure to make this report better and even better.

Finally, we sincerely hope our readers to provide criticism.

Science Popularization Report of China

Programme Panel

September 23, 2002
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