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WHO IS STEVEN SPIELBERG?
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(" teven Spielberg is the world’s most successful film-maker.
1‘% Hundreds of millions of people around the world have seen
Steven Spielberg his films, which include two of the most popular films of all
plansa shoton the  time: Jurassic Park and E.T. : The Extraterrestrial. It sometimes

set of Lost World: seems that everything he touches turns to gold, but Spielberg
Jurassic Park, 1996.  has had his share of mistakes and failures as well.
| MASTER OF TECHNIQUE

Spielberg is known mainly as a director of films. He is able to
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Jurassic n.&adj. T L)
extraterrestrial adj. BRI, FHH
failure n. &KW

director n. 8%

shot n. #M#E, AEHF—-KBAR)BL
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guess how audiences will react to a scene in a film. He is skilled
in making a film excite, sadden or amuse people as they watch
it.

This skill, particularly when it is repeated in the making of film
after film, is rare, and Spielberg is greatly admired for this ability
to touch the audience. Spielberg’s films communicate a child-
like wonder about the world around him.

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS

Spielberg understands suburban life, television and fast cars, all
of which became more common in his childhood in 1950s
America. Films such as Jaws and Close Encounters of the Third
Kind succeed because they are about ordinary people, even
though they are involved in extraordinary events.

As his career has developed, however, Spielberg has been able
to touch on even deeper aspects of his past. As

a child, Spielberg’s Jewish background exposed
‘Directing is 80 per : him to the darker side of human nature. Other
cent communicafing ; children often treated him as an ‘outsider’and
and 20 per cent know- % he was the only Jewish child at his school.
how.’ ! Touching on this experience, he went on to direct
steven Spielberg, |} Schindler’s List, his masterful account of the
1087 i persecution of the Jews during the Second World

War.

Just how did this young director from the
American suburbs become such a success?
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particularly adv. ¥k, BEi
reflection n. R4, Rk

involve v. @&, $RT

Jewish adi. MAAW, REEMH
outsider n. @A, SMT
persecution n. A%E, HIK
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CHILD OF THE SUBURBS

teven Allan Spielberg, the eldest child of Arnold and Leah

Spielberg, was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, on 18 December
1946.The Spielbergs were Jewish and Steven’s first memories
when he was only six months old — were of being wheeled in a
pram down the aisles of the local synagogue, with bearded men
appearing as shadows against a bright light. Steven’s awareness
of his Jewish heritage would play an important part in his life.

In different ways, each of Steven’s parents would also have a
deep influence on the young boy’s upbringing and character.
Arnold was an electrical engineer and was interested in computers,
which had only just been developed at the time of Steven’s birth.
Leah, on the other hand, was the artistic parent. She had given
up a promising career as a concert pianist when she married and
settled down.

The Spielbergs’ other children were all girls — Anne, Sue and
Nancy. As the four children grew older, they would become
playmates, finding fun in each other’s company each time the
family settled in a new neighbourhood. Arnold’s job meant they
often had to move to different parts of the country. The first
move in 1949 took the Spielbergs to Haddonfield, New Jersey.
The journey took them from America’s Middle West to the

6 900 080 000 000000200 8000000060 000060000808 8000O0SF0 @60 200 000000 COSIEOSOOSETOODS



ZTE%

$HFEC - BT - R RIAM T 1946412 A 18 H t A=/ 3£ B k2
MR E AR, e A PR FNRIE - BT BURARE RAMIKF . B /R
B —KEENAKA., EFXOTHRWEERE, A—RI©BFHERILE
B, St E#E - Ui kB ERERE, XM RALERKER T
AR BLEMAERT, #ETHENMX, XREFXHFELUKZEY
FgIe. B#FIOFT B QR KMAERTIA I eI N LT B EZRIRA.

/b B O S BHE /A O BB IR 2N M RZ MR B b O B F RS . K
RITFEEENBRILEIN, HHNAERENE, EFCHAMR
&, BRBARINIEERA. BEAEMEERAEZRBHRIREK. i
BRI A~ LT REMBHER, BRHSBEHARF TXANRE
Al A ER O .

BB RIBB R A R AR I, RTRRR. kR, X
AR — RLRIRHE, BBl TR, BU XK AME
—AFH TR, AR AR, FHBFAREB. FIEENITE
HRRET —FKARLSEESE SR L. 1949FMmNE — ki
x, REFEAMASEERE., ZRRBHMEOIMEER P EHE

e pram n. BJL%E

= synagogue n. RAAES, RRKH(SH)E
» awareness n. HIE, B

& heritage n. M7, SEERMN

% upbringing n. %#H, H¥F

e promising adj. HHHEM, HHEMH
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In his early
teens Steven
became a

Boy Scout,
enjoying the
companionship
and teamwork
that came from
Scouting
activities.
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bustling East Coast.

When Steven was six, his father took him to Philadelphia to
see his first film, The Greatest Show on Earth. Steven enjoyed
this exciting circus story, but a few things puzzled him about
this new experience. At first he could not understand how a
circus could perform on a flat screen, and part of him felt
disappointed that he couldn’ t smell the sawdust and gunpowder.
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The Spielbergs'
house in New
Jersey, like millions
of suburban homes
across the United
States, was built in
the years
immediately
following the
Second World War.
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In 1954 the family moved again, this time to Scottsdale, Arizona,
a suburb of Phoenix in the desert country of the American
Southwest. Steven, who was already showing signs of being a
sensitive child, was upset by the move, although his mother
assured him of the exciting times that lay ahead.

Being a stranger in a new school was also difficult. Steven was
a slow reader and not very good at the games the other children
played. Once, he and 50 of his schoolmates set off on a mile
run. After a while all the runners had completed the course,
except for Steven and John, a mentally handicapped boy. The



e s @0F 256 FE L TAD SRS BN ERD KR PN 2E8 L OO PSP DS

19544, B /R — K XHOE T, X —RABMTHE] 7 RIS A0
MRIETR R AUR, X BRIERTTHTH AT, AT 3 R PG a5
WX, EMPWEEXCLEEN —SEBRNTR. BABREMERIE
RAEBIFEB B RS, B TXERHOTEMOIEBRI+oEHE,

EFERBY -LAFHAEMTN LTS . BFCEBREERE, 3t
THMEE MRS T EAET. K, B IIS0/EE—
BET—KEKE., AARBRNETFHRE T8, WBEIF -

o sensitive adj. #HEN

o upset v. $HEL, O

e mentally adv. ¥#WE, BhE

e handicapped adj. HHMEEBEY, FEHKTH
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other children cheered John on and Steven deliberately slowed
his own pace so that the other boy would cross the finishing
line first. The crowd carried John away on their shoulders while
Steven remained on the track crying.

Steven was not good at games, but this was not the only reason
for his feelings of isolation. He was the only Jewish child at
school, and some of the other children made spiteful remarks
about this. The worst came when a group of schoolchildren
gathered in front of the house and shouted: “The Spielbergs are
dirty Jews! The Spielbergs are dirty Jews!’

Arnold Spielberg
accompanied
Steven (centre)
and other Boy
Scouts on trips
into the Arizona

mountains.
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