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SYNOPSIS

The issues tackled in this paper mainly include five aspects:
(a) what kind of role does the educational institutions play in the
process of the educational development? (b) Is the educational in-
stitutions based on the individual rational calculation of one’s own
interests, or on any objective ‘social’ power independent of one’s
own will? (c) Do the educational interests need to be completely
criticized and eliminated, or should we make them public and le-
gitimate for people to pursue under the educational institutions?
(d) What’s the nature of the actual transformation of the educa-
tional institutions? What's the inner impetus that brings about the
transformation? What are the directions of the transformation? (e)
What’s wrong with the current study of the educational institutions?
What breakthroughs should be made when we want to get rid of the
existing predicaments in the research? What are the characteristics
of the theory that would really reveal the transforming logic of the
educational institutions? In order to answer these issues, after a
reflective analysis of the Old Institutional Pedagogy, this paper,
using the analytic methods of the New Institutional Economics,



brings forward an analytic framework and a conception system of
the New Institutional Pedagogy to analyze the generation and trans-
formation of the educational institutions, and educes many valu-
able insights.

The whole paper is organized into six chapters. Chapter 1,
the methodology of the paper, emphasizes that the analytic frame-
work of the Old Institutional Pedagogy is so romantic and radi-
calthat must be replaced by the one of the New Institutional Peda-
gogy (mainly including the methodology of the Institutional Indi-
vidualism, the Cost - Benefit Analysis and the Equilibrium ~ Dise-
quilibrium Analysis based on the hypothesis of ‘the New Econo-
my Man’) . Chapter 2, the general programme of the paper, puts
forward a series of programmatic points of view on the educational
institutions, the most important in which are the conception of
‘the Endogenousness of the Educational Institutions’(It means that
the educational institutions, as the result of the conflicts and com-
promises among all kinds of powers, is born of the rational calcu-
lation based on one’s own educational interests) and the proposition
that ‘the apt educational institutions is very important educational
resources’ . The next four chapters, by means of a historic analy-
sis, try hard to reveal the logic of the generation and transforma-
tion of the educational institutions in order to provide the practical
directions and theoretic models for the current transformation of the
educational institutions, as well as to prove the programmatic
points of view on the educational institutions covered in chapter 2.

As stated there, chapter 3 makes a review of the Educational In-



stitutions in Itself, the spontaneous educational routines, customs,
criteria, beliefs and rituals that gradually accumulate and clot in
the longtime kinship life and embody the equality of the original
human relationship, especially makes a review of its endogenous-
ness. Chapter 4 and 5 mainly analyze the Coercive Educational
Institutions, the unilateral control rules resulted from the inequali-
ty of the human relationship and also based on the rational calcu-
lation of one’s own interests. However, while the educational in-
terests delimited by the Coercive Educational Institutions are get-
ting very few, the Irrationality of the Coercive should increase very
fast, thereby an institutional crisis we called ‘Modern Reversion’
should be resulted in. Chapter 6, probing into the reversion pro-
cess called ‘the Post — Institutionalization of Education’, empha-
sizes that the construction of the Independent Educational Institu-
tions in the reversion process, not inducted by the objective needs
of the history, but by the subjective wants of the individual devel-
opment, is based on the Pluralistic Institutional Games, and the
core of the Independent Educational Institutions is to ensure the
individual choice of education and his/her independence in edu-
cation.

The general points of view raised in this paper are as follows:
(a) the educational institutions is very important educational re-
sources; to pay close attention to the existing educational institu-
tions is the key to getting rid of the Planned Education System.
(b) The educational institutions is endogenous, bomn of the ratio-

nal calculation based on one’s own interests, not on some objective



social power independent of one’s own will. (c) The interests
background of the educational institutions is not what should be
completely criticized or eliminated; the key issue is to get the har-
monization and order among all kinds of educational interests. (d)
The educational institutions has three different historical types
such as the Educational Institutions in Itself, the Coercive Educa-
tional Institutions and the Independent Educational Institutions.
The actual educational institutions is in the transforming process
fgamg. e Loercive to the Independent. What results in the institu-
NN frd/IMation is neither the moral nor the elite’s rationality,
but a Pluralistic Institutional Game based on the individual educa-
dional igterests. (e) With a strong tendency such as romanticism,
Mealism - and ailthoritarianism, the existing criticisms and interven-
fiofis fowards the educational institutions mainly stem from the ra-
tional conceit and the moral indignation, so they basically belong
to the Old Institutional Pedagogy. To get rid of the existing re-
search predicaments, we must renew the analytic methods first and
adopt the analytic methods of the New Institutional Pedagogy, so
that we can consider the educational institutions starting from the

practical individuals.

KEY WORDS: the educational institutions; the Old Institu-
tional Pedagogy; the New Institutional Economics; the New Insti-
tutional Pedagogy; the Endogenousness of the Educational Institu-
tions; the Educational Institutions in Itself; the Coercive Educa-

tional Institutions; the Independent Educational Institutions
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