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PREFACE

The object of this book is to provide the readers with American English in a
practical and common manner as well as a knowledge about the ways of life in the
United St:gl\_tes. Also in this book emphasis is put on the use of the familiar or informal
style expre:;sions of the language which the non-English speakers often have difficuity

understanding.

This book contains thirty nine units, having broad information about the every-
day living of the American people. Each unit has dialog materials and a variety of
drills. The dialog topics are given in such a way that the readers are exposed todifferent
situations which should be familiar to them. The drill forms, of course, are intended
to be practiced orally and intensively. Further included in each unit is the notes
section whirh will help the readers improve comprehension and facilitate the learning

of the language.

About the publishing of this book, I wish to express my thanks and appreciation
to the Zucal family for their invaluable suggestions and critical readding of my manu-
script.

Shelton Kung

Taipei, December, 1979
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Life in the U.S.

UNIT 1

PART |: DIALOG

B. Do they serve good food?

=

(A: Tom B:Joe)

A Drive-in Restaurant

Do you like to eat out, Joe?
That sounds like a good idea.
What kind of eating place do
you have in mind?

How about a drive-in restaurant?
Good. Go to the Furmen’s?

A. No, Let’s try a new place for a

change. There’s a nice one named
Ruby on Highway 90.

A. Sure. You can have excellent meéals with moderate prices. And there are a lot

of car hops to wait on you.
B. Are they pretty?
-A. Most of them are. They are also very friendly.
B. O.K. P'll be ready as soon as I get dressed.
A. Take your time. I'll wait for you.
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2.
PART Ii: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. Why is the service so bad here?
a." This restaurant is short-handed.
b. The food is always good, though.
2. How come most Mexican girls are chubby?
a. No telling,
b. Maybe they don’t like to diet.
3. Which do you prefer, ice cream or sherbet?
é. Neither one. Thank you.
b. Idon’t care for sweets.
4. What's good at this restaurant?
a. The fried Chicken is out of this world. -
b. It’s the specialty of this restaurant.
5. Do you have sundaes?
a. Sérry, we are sold out.
‘b How about a banana split?
6 g Db'you want to freshen up?
" 4. Yes, I sure need to.
b 1 look pretty messy.

-7. What did .you order?

~8. I ordered a beef broil and salad.

b. They offer excellent roast veal too.
8. What shall we do with the eggs?

a, Break them.

b. You can't make omelets without breaking eggs.
9. Who owns this place?

a. Andrew Carnegie, the steel magnate.

b. He went from rags to riches,

‘.
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PART Ili: SENTENCES FOR DICTATION

0 3 N s W

. If I keep on eating like this, I'll put on

weight.

. He is very particular about his food.

. How about a night bite at the Circle?

. Do you sell wine by the glass?

. Let me fix you a drink.

. Men can’t live by bread alone. .
. Feast ye while ye may.

.My philosophy is “Eat, drink, and be

happy.”

.This cafe offers authentic French

cuisine at reasonable prices.
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10. Americans are accustomed to “going
Dutch”.
AR ERE R R AR Rk A n
NOTES
Drive.in restaurant. . . . . . e e ..

Forachange...................... ..

Waiton..... . ......... e

a restaurant or stand designed to

- accommodate patrons in their auto-

mobiles
(BEELKBNAFBEFBEEEL
EEALH ) RERSN

for variety S, B (O %)
serve, attend B



Take one’s time. . . . . . .. e esnieareens
.Short-handed. . . .....................

Magnare, .. .........................

Fromragstoriches............... ...,

You can’t make omelets without breaking

...............................

proceed slowly, leisurely RIERC
insufficiently supplied with workers
AFRR

why BHE

round and plump REH

short form of “There’s no telling”
(HERIE ) TP tﬁ

a waitress in a :drive-in restaurant
mERMLE

a candy, a tart, pudding, etc.
(HER-B -HTS) A

a frozen dessert of fruit juice, sugar

and water or milk

ESuE Y. ]

absolutely terrific $FigT

make one fresh, as by washing or

changing clothes

B T B —&

a person of great influence or standing

in a field of business

REER-EF - K¥F

from extreme poverty to great wealth

RFRMEEE > AFBK -
(B)REAMLERER (RITRRER

EREMERE)
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PART IV: SUBSTITUTION EXERCISE

1. If I go on eating like this, I'll put on ‘/e' t.

A,
2. This restaurant is short-handed.
B
3. How come most Mexican girls are chubby?
) C

4. He is very particular about his food.
D

5. Do you sell wine by the glass?

E
.~ 6. This -cafe offers authentic French cuisine at reasonable prices.
’ F
7. American are accustomed to “going Dutch’.
G
A E _
outgrow my clothes eggs by the dozen
g0 bankrupt milk by the can
get fat cabbage by the head
gain weight fruit by the catty
B ° F
understaffed Chinese delicacies
overmanned Itatian pizza
- German cooking
C Spanish food
fat
obese G
stout _going fifty-fifty
pudgy sharing expenses -
- splitting cost
D
fussy
critical
_..___piCky~ SR EERE RS S * &




Life in the US. | UNIT 2

| 3

PART I: Dislog (A:Jack B:Tom)

Talking a()out a Shopping Center

What’s the rush, Tom?
1 must go downtown now.
What for?

1 need to buy some groceries.

R

near here. It’s called Winns. You can get what you need there.

=

What’s a shopping center?

>

. A shopping center is a group of stores within a single architectural plan. It’s
usually found in the suburbs.
B. Why do people build it in the suburbs?"

A. Because many families move to the suburbs and peoplé like to shop near home.

. Nearly all shopping centers have large *parking lots so the customers can prk

. You don’t have to drive that far to get those things. There’s a shopping center



close to the stores. This makes parking much easier than in town.
B. Do all the big cities have shopping centers? )
A. Yes, almost. As a matter of fact, the shopping center is an outgrowth of the mass
move to the suburbs, and also an outgrowth of universal use of automobiles.
B. What kind of stores does a shopping center have?
A. A typical shopping center usually has a supermarket, a department store, a durg
store, and many special stores such as book-stores, clothing stores, ten-cent stores,
barber shops, and beauty parlors.
How far is Winns from here?
It’s just a five or six minute drive.
Thanks for telling me everything.
Any time.

> W » w

BREEREERE X TR

i’ART 11: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What does a dime store sell?
a. A dime store offers a wide variety of inexpensive items for personal and house-
hold use.
b. F.W, Woolworth set up the first five-and-ten-cent store in the U.S. and his
chain had more than 1,000 stores when he died. .
2. Would you gift-wrap this for me?
a. Certainly.
b. I’ll have it ready in a jiffy.
3. Where can I buy the Mexican jumping beans?
a. You can get-it at a novelty shop.
b. It’s a highly sought-after souvenir recently,
4. What do you need from the supermarket?
a. I must get a few pop-top cans of beer, several boil-in plastic bags of lunch food.
some hardward items in bubble packages, two cartons of milk, etc.
b. It’s hard to keep track of what I need.
c. I'd better put everything in black and white.
S. Wt’s a supermarket?

?‘\,.h.'




a. [It’s a grocery store operated on a self-service, cuh-mdm basis. ‘
b. The customers pick out what they want and pay their bills at a check-out

counter.
6. Did you sené fv-me, sir?

a. Yes, I want you to do something for me.
b. Go get this prescription filled on the double.

L E N EERENENERERREH®]

PART Ili: SENTENCES FOR DICTATION

1. Good things come in small sizes.

2. In big cities everybody seems to be on
) the go.
| 3. What the salesgirls say always makes
t the customers feel ten feet tall.

4. Business is pretty slow.

# 5.This dress looks just right on you.
g 6. If you want people to buy that, you'll
i* have to hard sell,

. 7. Businessmen like to talk shop.

8. This stuff is a fake.
9.1f you deal in real estate, you can
make a fast buck.
10, Most wives like to keep up with the

L. T -
2. EARTRFE@ASEARICE -

3. HIERFRIIE A NEFMR -

4. EREMY o
5. BERMEENRS LEGHE
6. MABTAANGRE DM o

7. ERA B AEAKT

8. AEERMS -

9. mBRIRYEWE L W » TR — RN
M ° .

10. KEMAKMSE A MTEW

Joneses.
LR R KN B N W N
NOTES
Shopping center . .. ... ... ... . a group of stores built within a single archi-

tectural plan, supplying most of the basic
shoppiqg needs, usually lotated in suburban

\reas
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What's therush? . ............

...............

P O

---------------
...............

................

In black and white. . ... ........

Pickous. . . ..

................

...............

Highly sought-after . . .........

Tem-cent store. .

...............

for personal and household use, also called-’

9A
By CSRRRE - BR—ERBEY . AN E '
mEgE)
What'’s the hurry?
HEWGERE R 2

for what reason or purpose {T#g ? £ ?

things sold by a grocer & 5%

a distinct portion of land for parking % ¥

a natural development or product
BARNRRREY

~ wrap (something) as a package with decorative

paper, ribbon, etc. for presentation as a gift
PEREERBRFESIK(AY)

in a moment, immediately 37 gp

a shop selling strange and attractive articles
72 74" :

articles made from metal F&BRA

cans with tops easy to open SRR

Reep informed about  iqpp

in writing fﬁ!ﬁﬁ‘T.

make a choice of R{%

ask or tell (a person) to come m} ( A X
hurry $e84

establish #%yr ]

a certain plant seed from Mexico which is
inhabited by the larva of a small moth whose
movements cause the seed to move -about or g
jump ‘ 4
BEFKG (X T~ AMARK » AR RE NS »
BMak)

that is in demand - FHEREY - Rri2ED

a store offering a wide assoriment of inexy

pensive items, formerly costing five or ten cepts,

i
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dime store., five-and ten-cent store
EHREE (A1 ER F.W. WOOLWORTH . w#t
BARRERBEEAS KRS EEHH

_ﬁ o )
PART 1V: SUBSTITUTION EXERCISE -
%
1. If you deal in real estate, you can make a fast buck. N
A - e
2. In big cities everybody seems to be on the go.
B
3. This stuff is a fake.
C
4. TI'll have it ready in a jiffy.
D
§. It’s just a five minute drive.
E
6. It’s hard to keep track of what I need.
F
-7. If you want people to buy that, you wili have to hard sell.
G
A D G
the stock market in a minute sweet talk . .
the import and export business right away advertise '
the catering business , in a moment publicize it ]
the building trade immediately . R
B : E
in 8 hurry : a five minute walk
in a rush a half hour train ride
a two hour flight
C a twenty minute bus ride
a phony
a counterfeit F
a fraud current events
 the time

every dollar we spend
xR EEREE NS
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Life in the U.S. | UNIT 3_

PART |: DIALOG (A: Tom B: Joe)

-

On a School Campus

You know something, Joe? Jack flunked math.

How do you like that! He is tops in the class, isn’t he?
Yes, he is the teacher’s pet too.

Was the exam-pretty hard?

It sure was. It’s the most difficult exam I can remember.
Did you get a passing mark?

Yes, 1 did.

I guess you must have burned the midnight oil.

No, not me. You know that math is not my cup of tea.
But how could you make it?

Just by sheer luck.

> EP>E>E>E>E>

LR EEENEREERNE]

" PART Il: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What did John major in at college?
a. He was a chemistry major.
b. He was a straight A student.

2. Do you like ROTC coiirses?
a. No, I get bored with them.
b. But some of my fellow students like them very much.

3. What’s t_he charge for tuition in your school? .

i_ " & [It's $18 per credit hour for undergraduates, and $25 for graduates.




