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PREFACE ‘

Gathered in the pages of China Through the Camera’s Eye are the cream of the
pictures taken by the photographers of China Pictorial over the fast four decades.

China Pictorial is a large-format monthly magazine principally aimed at an overseas
readership. Its origins date back to July 1950 and the appearance of the first issue of its
Chinese language counterpart, People’s Pictorial. Since then. 16 other language editions
have been introduced, making it available in more languages than any other of the
periodicals produced in China for distribution overseas. Today, not only is it the oldest of
all these magazines, but, available in more than 150 countries and regions, it also has the
largest circulation, accounting for half of all the periodicals published in China and
dispatched abroad.

China is a country with a history of 5,000 years and a territory of 9.6 million square
kilometers. Looking back over the past 40 years of China Pictorial's existence, and leafing
through the 505 issues published up to July 1990, it is clearly apparent that the
magazine's photographs have vividly recorded the twists and turns of China’s dramatic
years under socialism. In particular, it has covered the forward-looking outlook and
colorful lives of all of China’s many nationalities.

The eight sections of China Through the Camera’s Eye comprise 23 articles on
specific topics and 117 free-standing photographs. Almost all of them are taken from the
pages of China Pictorfal published over the last 40 years.

Browsing through the book, readers can follow in the footsteps of our photographers
along the rolling route of China’s imposing Great Wall. You can visit the mighty battle
formation of the terra-cotta army of warriors and horses unearthed af the tomb of Qin Shi
Huang. the first emperor of the Qin Dynasty. You will find a bird's eye view of
Qomolangma (Mount Everest), the world's highest mountain peak, explore the
mysterious source of the Huanghe (Yellow) River and journey along some of the
treacherous reaches of the Changjiang (Yangtze) River. You will be able to appreciate the
beautiful scenery of Mount Huangshan set against a blue sky freshly cleared after rain or
snow, watch the sun rise over Mount Taishan, follow the 500 /i of the Lijiang River and
glimpse China's rarest birds, animals and flowers.

Turning this book’s pages can take you on a stroll through Beijing’s streets, enabling
you to enjoy the new look of this ancient capital. You will also visit Shenzhen and the
other special economic zones of the south.

Throughout, you will hear the triumphant songs of China’s socialist construction:
golden wheat on the threshing grounds of the Great Northern Wilderness, the red flags
fluttering over vast oilfields, the dams on the Changjiang River. the launching of Chinese-
made rockets and the building of scientific survey station in the Antarctic.

The book contains pictorial tributes to some of the heroic figures of Chinese nation,
such as Mao Zedong. Zhou Enlai and Deng Xiaoping. as well as others who have done
much to shape China over the last 40 years, like the great patriotic master of Tibetan
Buddhism, Baingen Erdini Qoigyi Gyaincain. It also features farmer entrepreneurs,
leading contributors from China’s cultural circles, famous singers. representatives of the
country’s top sportsmen and women and many of the others who have helped New
China’s material and spiritual civilization to flourish.

In between all this you will also find photogrpahs introducing the customs and folk
arts of China’s many nationalities. While from outside China’s borders there are pictures of
Red Square in Moscow, the Black Sea, Bangkok and other scenes captured by China
Pictorial's photographers on overseas assignments.

Due to limited space, this work cannot present the vast territory of China in its
entirety, nor can it hope to capture adequately all its magnificent landscapes, industrious
peoples and glorious achievements across countless fields. What its editors have
attempted, however, is “'to conjure up the whole through a glimpse of the part.”

Finally, to end this preface, we would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to
everyone who has been interested in and has given their support to China Pictorial,
whether as contributors or readers, over its four decades of existence.
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a’'s Heritage of History and Nature

The majesty of the Great Wall captured in a photograph taken in 1963. by He Shiyao
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China’s Heritage of History and Nature
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Heaven's View
of Qomolangma

B FRE TRE
Photographs by Sun Yifu and Li Changjie
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1 REPERSHRE

In June 1976, a group of
geographers and photographers flew an
unprecedented  five  times  over
the peak of Qomolangma (Mount
Everest), the world's highest moun-
tain. Four of the photographs taken
during the flight were published in
the February 1977 issue of China
Pictorial.

1. Qomolangma from the air.
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China’s Heritage of History and Nature
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2. In the far distance, Qomolangma pierces the
skyline.

3. The Himalayas.

4. A Himalayan glacier.

China’s Heritage of History and Nature

w\” — '
‘ftff /&w‘{fﬂ‘ Ny

14



it | K
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China’'s Heritage of History and Nature

Mist swathes the cliff faces of Mount Huangshan.

by Ma Houyi



