A TRIP BACKR TO LUGU LAKE, THE LAST MATRIARCHAL SOCIETY
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THE EXCEEDINGLY FASCINATING AND CHARMING WOMEN’SWORLD
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At present, the world has gradually become an earth vil—
lage covered by information network. You may obtain any
needed information on the computer screen by simply oper—
ating the mouse. You would think it inconceivable if you are
told that there is a matriarchal society on a piece of land in a
concealed corner on earth, where women rule and men and
women never get married. But it is a fact, and the matriarchal
society has existed for several thousand years. This is Lugu
Lake on the Northwestern Yunnan Plateau. The matriarchal
society is called the Women's World. It is the life cradle of
the Mosuo ethnic group. The mountain there is known as the
Goddess Mountain; the lake, the Mother Lake; and the river,
the Mosuo River.

Lugu Lake is located between 27°41'—27°45"' north
latitude, 100°45"' — 100°51" east longitude, in the interior part
of the Xiaoliang Mountains, on the border between north—
western Yunnan and southwestern Sichuan provinces. It has
an elevation of 2,690.8 meters. The lake area is under the
dual jurisdiction of two provinces. The eastern part belongs to




Yanyuan County of Sichuan Province and the western part, to lake free of pollution, and the visibility of the water is 12
the Ninglang Yi Autonomous County of Yunnan Province. meters.
The lake is in Yongning Township, 73 kilometers from the

The Lugu lake area features the Lugu Lake State Sce—
Ninglang county seat. The township has a population of 17,936,

nic Resort with a unique matriarchal culture of the Mosuo
of whom some 13,273 are people of ethnic groups, account— tribe, an enchanting landsc and a well—protected ecosystm.
| ing for 74% of the total. It has an area of 641.90 square

The culture of the Mosuo tribe constitutes the soul and pillar
Kilometers. The lake has an average depth of 40 meters, with

of the scenic resort, while the miraculous natural landscape is
the deepest spot being 73 meters. It is an alpine freshwater

the carrier of the culture. The lake and the area around it
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‘ remain clean and tranquil, free from the noisy outside world. tribe have persistently carried on their matriarchal culture and
Love songs from young women's rooms in the Women's World created fascinating stbries abiut the Weten''s Watld.
have not been buried by the worldly culture from the rest of
the world. Fire in the stove is burning, and the songs are
going on. P4 3 BEAS 4
The mountains surrounding Lugu Lake are green, and P4 Happy women of the Mosuoa tribe

water in the lake is azure blue. The Goddess Mountain and :
the Mother Lake have remained a myth. People of the Mosuo is mirrored on Lugu Lake
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Lugo Lake with a breath-taking beautiful waterscape
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A SPELLBOUND LANDSCAPE OF THE LAKE AND MOUNTAINS
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It is said that if one makes a trip north from Lijiang, an
ancient town, to the Women's World, one would experience
the four seasons. Our car ran through an area featuring a
typical karst landform with red earth and jagged rocks of gro—
tesque shapes before entering the verdant, magnificent Jinsha
River Valley. The sound from the car engine was inferior
when compared with the roaring river water cascading down
over huge rocky masses by the mountainside. The highway
snaked along the Jinsha River in Maocao Town. It was hot
and suffocating. After entering the Liangshan Mountains, the
car negotiated with the terrain in the mountain valleys flanked
by alpine while poplars, whose golden leaves swayed to and
fro in the autumn wind. Before long, we approached an alpine
forest belt of spruce and fir trees. As the car moved around a
hill, there was a snow—capped mountain towering in the
distance. Green mountains appeared one after another and
then were left behind. Whenever cloud appeared, there was a
mountain coming into sight. After the car passed Gouzuan

Cave, Lugu Lake unfolded before the eyes. It was already
dusk. Reddish orange rays of the sinking sun tinted the lake
water golden. The imposing mountains were enveloped in
floating clouds that formed various shapes in the wind. Vil—
lages on the lakesides turned yellow with ripening crops in the
fields. No wonder people said, "This is the last piece of land
created by god." All the visitors focused their cameras on the
enchanting landscape. But I preferred to stand in a pine wood
with resin fragrance floating in the air, gaze into the distance,
and listen with my heart, because I did not believe cameras
could really capture the enchanting landscape. At the moment,
tranquility prevailed. It was so quiet that one even could hear
the jointing of green grass, the breath of trees' growth rings,
and the whispering between the mountains and the lake. It
seemed that human beings had returned to the runimentary
stage, and everything had been back to its original state.

It was about 20 minutes before clouds rose gradually
from the mountain valleys, and the evening glow faded away,
seemingly absorbed into the lake water. The landscape was
imposing. Water in the lake looked cold blue. The Gemu
Goddess Mountain that overlooked the lake, in particular,
was enveloped in a mysterious color in the deepening dusk.
Like a statue of love, the mountain gazed at the seven tiny
islands in the lake. It is said that the seven islands are seven
pearls cast down to the human world by the Gemu Goddess.
Legend has it that the goddess had many lovers. Of whom
Waru Shila, a god to the east, was the one the goddess loved :
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best. Once, the two met after being apart for a long time and
had a long chat among flowers throughout the whole night.
Without their notice, daybreak approached. Afraid of being
discovered by others, Waru Shila mounted his horse and rode

away in a hurry, while the goddess was standing on the lake

side with her eyes gazing affectionately at her lover. Waru

Shila felt reluctant to leave. Ile turned his horse and looked

back at the goddess. Because he held the rein too tight, the

horse stumbled and fell, leaving a deep hollow in the ground. -

At that time, the day alread
Waru Shila to return to heaven. He solidified himself and
became a mountain to the east. Gemu wept in grief, and her
tears filled the hollow and became Lugu Lake. The goddess
took seven pearls from her head and spread them on to the
lake surface that formed seven islands. She herself turned
into a mountain to guard the lake water and looked at her
lover to the east.

It had a particular flavor to stand by the lake and enjoy in




[t had a particular flavor to stand by the lake and enjoy in
retrospection the story in the twilight of night, with the evening
tides lightly licking the shores and boats at anchor were sway—
ing in the evening bre Chirrups of migrant birds on the
islands were floating in the air, now louder and then lower, as
if the sound from a watchman's clappers was striking at the
tympanic membrance of the night. On the level ground in a
mountain by the lake, there were lights from several house—

holds in a village. Songs sung by young men at the other end

of the village could be heard from a distance in the calm
night. They were probably on their way to call on their lov
The songs conveyed their affectionate feelings for their lovers
waiting their arrival at home.

[ stayed in a log—cabin for the night. Tides in the lake
sounded like the soaring wings of the goddess. Night at Lugu

Lake was a fairy tale.

Lugo Lake, calm and guiet
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The setting sun shines over Lugo Lake
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Mid-water islands




ISR

Lugu Lake, a dreamland




