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A MUNICIPAL REPORT

After O. Henry

Fancy a novel about Chicago or Buffalo, let us say,
or Nashville, Tennessee! There are just three big cities
in the United States that are “story cities” — New
York, of course, New Orleans, and, best of the lot, San
Francisco.

Frank Norris
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1 East 1s East and West is San Francisco,
according to Californians. Californians are a
race of people;they are not merely inhabitants
of a State. They are the Southerners of the
West. They always picture their city as the
Bagdad of the New World. But no one can lay
his finger on the map and say . “In this town
there can be no romance — what could happen
here?”

“Nashville. — A city, port of delivery, and the
capital of the State of Tennessee, is on the Cumberland
River and on the N. C. & St. L. and the L. & N. rail-
roads. This city is regarded as the most important edu-
cational centre in the South.”

2 | stepped off the train at 8 pm. It was
drizzling.

3 Take of London fog 40 parts; malaria 20
parts; gas leaks 40 parts and mix. Now you
have an idea of a Nashville drizzle.

4 I went to a hotel in a camage. It was
drawn by ancient horses and driven by a Negro. |
was sleepy and tired, so when I got to the hotel |
hurriedly paid him the fifty cents he demanded
(with a good tip, I assure you) as I did not want
to hear him talk about his “old master” or any-
thing that happened “before the war”.

5 The hotel was one of the kind described
as “renovated”. That means twenty thousand
dollars’ worth of new marble pillars, electric
lights and cuspidors in the lobby, and a train
timetable in each one of the great rooms
above. The management was without re-
proach, the service as slow as a snail and as
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good-humored as Rip Van Winkle. The food
was worth traveling a thousand miles for.

6 At dinner I asked a Negro waiter if
there was anything doing in town. He thought
carefully for a minute, and then replied .
“Well, boss, I don’t really suppose there’s any-
thing at all doing after sundown.”

7 Sundown had disappeared in the drizzle
long before. So 1 could not see that spectacle.
But I went upon the streets in the drizzle to
see what might be there. I walked through
long streets, all leading uphill. On a few on the
“main streets” 1 saw lights in stores here and
there; saw street-cars go by; saw people pass
engaged in conversation; and heard a burst of
laughter coming from a restaurant. The streets
other than “main” seemed to have houses full
of peace and domesticity. In many of them
lights shone, in a few music was heard. There
was indeed little “doing”. I wished I had come
before sundown. So I returned to my hotel.

8 Here | first saw Major Wentworth
Caswell. I knew that he was a type the mo-
ment | saw him. A rat is a rat, wherever he
lives.

9 This man was hunting about the hotel
lobby like a starved dog that had forgotten
where he had buried a bone.

10 [ happened to be standing within five
feet of a cuspidor when Major Caswell opened
fire upon it:so 1 stepped aside so quickly that
the Major seized the opportunity to apologize
to me. In four minutes he had become my
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friend and had dragged me to the bar. Major
Caswell began to talk about the battles he had
taken part in. Then he began on family trees
and demonstrated that Adam was only a third
oousin of the Caswell family. When he had fin-
ished with genealogy, he began to speak about
his private family matters.

1 By this time I began to suspect that he
was hoping that I might pay for the drinks he
had ordered. But when they were drunk he
threw a silver dollar upon the bar. Then, of
course, another drink was obligatory. And
when I had paid for that I left him immediate-
ly. But before I had got rid of him he had spo-
ken loudly of an income that his wife received,
and showed a handful of silver money.

12 When I got my key at the desk the
clerk said to me. “If that man Caswell has an-
noyed you, and if you would like to make a
complaint, we will throw him out. He is a
loafer and without any known means of sup-
port, although he seems to have money most of
the time. ”

13 “Why, no, ”said I after thinking a lit-
tle,“I do not want to make any complaints.
But [ don’t care for his company. Your town
seems to be a quiet one. What manner of en-
tertainment or adventure have you to offer to
the stranger here?”

14 “Well, sir, ”said the clerk, “there will
be a show here next Thursday. I'll have the

announcement sent up to your room with the
ice water.”



.9.

& PERBEREET ., KR H RO
iR S i R, BEMTHHRK
R, R, FENRRFBREERNE=
Rimpid, YMBEETRIEZE, MXFF
i N AR ERTE R,
11 XERIFHIAEMES BRI
FRERERE. HERXBHEEEE, BT
— M B TEES L, X458, BETEN
—REZREN . MBI TXEREFIR PR
FFT 4. BAEREBBRMGZA, b KEMEFT
fEEN— WA, e T B8 M,
12 YBREEETEOSRN, FH AN
Fd: “WMRX TR BRERAE N, R
FEBER, RITEICEE £, RN ESE
BARRAE TR IR W F, BRKREHEBE
BEXEHERN”
13 B, AN,RB T S, “RAEEE
BN, BRAERFMERE, FRITHBT
BMBEE T . 018 B4 2 U E S
SRR TG B R AN B S R By 27
14 MR 4 VEBRIR,CTEH=3XH
gﬁgﬁm TR 7 3% 0K /K B 4838 H 16 BAR BY
1] g

Bagdad [ "beegdaed ] 7. BA8E (R EEL)
the New World P EK ; 3£ W
delivery [di'liveri] n. 32,381 a ~ port I



. 10 -

15 After I went up to my room 1 looked
out of the window. It was only ten o’clock, but
I looked upon a silent town.

16 “A quiet place,” I said to myself.
“Nothing of the life here that give colour and
variety to the cities in the East and West. Just

an ordinary business town.”

“Nashville occupies a foremost place among the manufac-
turing centres of the country. It is the fifth boot and shoe mar-
ket in the United States and the largest candy manufacturing
city in the South.”

17 [ must tell you how I came to be in
Nashville. I was travelling elsewhere on my
own business, but I had a commission from a
Northern literary magazine to stop over there
and establish a connection between the publi-
cation and one of its contributors, Azalea
Adair.

18 Adair (of whom nothing was known
except the handwriting) had sent in some po-
ems that had made the editors smile approv-
ingly over their one o’clock luncheon. So they
had asked me to visit this Adair and sign a
contract for his or her output at two cents a
word before some other publishers offered her
ten or twenty.

19 At ten o’clock the next morning I went
out into the drizzle which was still going on.
At the first corner I came upon Uncle Caesar.
He was a tall old Negro with gray hair and a
face that reminded me of Brutus;and a second
afterwards of King Cettiwayo. He wore the
most remarkable coat that I had ever seen or
expect to see. | must speak about that coat, for
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it has to do with the story — the story that is

so long in coming, because you can hardly ex-
pect anything to happen in Nashville.

20 It must have been the military coat of
an officer. It was very long and the cape of it
and all its frogs were gone; all the buttons
were also gone except one. The second button
from the top alone remained. It was the size of
a half-dollar, made of yellow horn.

21 This Negro stood by a very old carriage
with a couple of ancient horses. As I ap-
proached he opened the door, drew out a feath-
er duster, waved it without using it, and said.
22 “Step 1n, sir, there isn’t a speck of dust
in it — just got back from a funeral, sir.”

23 I concluded that on such happy occa-
sions carriages were given an extra cleaning.
24 I looked up and down the street and
saw that there was little choice among the car-
riages for hire. I looked in my memorandum
book for the address of Azalea Adair.

25 “I want to go to 861 Jessamine
Street, "1 said, and was about to step into the
carriage.

26 But for a moment the thick, gorilla-like
arm of the old Negro stopped me. On his large
face a look of suspicion appeared for a mo-
ment. Then he asked . “What are you going
there for, boss?”

27 “What i1s that to you?”1 asked, a little
sharply.
28 “Nothing, sir, just nothing. Only it’s a

lonesome part of the town and few people ever
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