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American Culture?

In modern thimes, fads and fashions move at incredible speed.
Acid wash ) jeans came and went in just five years. DTeenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles had quite a terse lifespan®. Even that mainstay of
musical culture, 3)Mep/u , has long been gone. Sadly, it seems as
though another oncﬂ% part of our society' has departed, out
with the “New Kids, *Michael ]J. Fox, and Swatches. Yes, imag-
ination has left American culture, and reality has landed in its place.

Is America really devoid of imagination in 19957 Surely

"Beavis and Butthead, ®Barney, and the Dem rat platfo s#ll rep-
resent fantasy in the United States, childlike@g ”?: < é-cg% ?
Alas, this is not the case. Amerjca has most definitely entered an era
in which L. Frank Baum isgf%%d'by lo)Jenny J‘01:1es, and ‘more
people know r%%%gut OFrzgl) )523)?/8%3 reatlf?lty has PoWed
out, and our riflicGlous and é%lv_grtdd eality ¢ntertains all. Instead

N
of a unfied culture of inventiveness, Americq turns to a dangerous

ea

combination for its pastime. One type of amusement consists of real-
life situations, which in turn fuels the second category of diversion —
mock reality.

One cannot deny that reality has become the most popular
maj fgarin'g for the nation’s f ié)yment. We live in an age when the
mulfitude of talk shows is legefid. Toddlers who gaze at the televi-
sion no longer count Bert, Ernie, and Big Bird among their friends,
but instead learn all about the misadventures of cunning ex-girl-
friends, pregnant seventh-graders, and obsessive co-workers, all
courtesy of th(eir new pals named Ricki, Sally, Montel, and Rolon-

2 .



da. )
If b hsiprogramming is not convincing enough, one can
tirn to /éable Bubstantiation. MTV has formulated an 'nv ate

hit with its show The Real World . on m}g &
Fulns
to learn what has happened to seven o ive in the

same house. There haw four seasons of this show, and ‘only
the cities and se s Jhave changed. Even the show’s
claim to “reality” is false. Since when is it realistic to have a televi-
sion network pay for empty-headed GenXets to live in lavish

townhouses and send them on expensive vacations? It is frightefiiiil -

that large segments of the populatlon actually care that uiﬂhpleyed
rap artists wire their jaws shut to lose welght, have atinual al
tions, and get ﬁl g}gggns\m&w}ule their ‘roommates” fight over the
“telephone antét’hei/rwebmws, nipples, tongues, and gemtah-
a. Now that’s entertainment!

As was mentioned, there is a flip side to thése laughable wastes
of time, and it is the realm of false reality. Basically, when Ameri-

cans find all of the above portrayals of real events unsafisfying, they -

look to the weakest forms of fiction and least 1magmat1v es for
fun. Thus was born Melrose Place, and many subs tato
Admittedly, it is entertaining to watch neighbors gﬁ\w

bed, blackmailing one another, and plotting to explode apartment
complexes, however: there comes a time whéen one must ask himself
why he derives: pleasure form such rubbish. One wonders whether
little kids still make forts out of sofa cushions, transforming living
rooms into Camelots. Why are kids drooling in fronit of Sega-gener-
ated bloodbaths? Whatever happened to 12)] egos? The answer is
simiple ; human folly has supplanted human imagination. Who needs

13) Atticus Finch or “Jean Valjean when he can have »Marcia Clark
3
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and (#.'?p
aJ:? is the death of imagination. Without it, progress slows |

and life grows boring. Of course, the argument that society is losing
its creativity is not new. Conservatives have been making related
s rrlents fo s, however in the ’90s the issue has tr:m&
pﬁ\san ‘boun and become an undeniable fact. It is perfectly
acCeptable to enjoy a reality built upon human innovation and imagi-
nation, but if that reality has no such inventive basis, culture faces a
blesk future. There have always been complaints of “kids today”
and the supposed problems which plague the status quo, but today’s
issues are of a markedly different degree. Never before has the cul-
tural vacuum sucked so hard

Decades ago, British mathematician and philosopher Bertrand
Russell Wrote, “Some people would rather die than think;in fact,
they do. ” One can only imagine his reaction if Russell were to hap-
pen upon '©John Wayne Bobbitt or Courtney Love. Perhaps the fact
that people in ages as far gone as Russell’s diagnosed the same prob-
lem serves as evidence of its very gravity. What’s next, ’Brad Pitt

for President?
(by Lee Bailey)
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MBRE, M —ZRRA M 16 Y6  REHEFRHRA,
*’é)/New Kids: /& New kids on the Block B i 8, E R Xl T
Menudo B — X £ E D ERIT R, RRAMAIARENE, B
B H5E 8 K F Menudo, 3 B K X G WA BERABN.,
S)Micheal J. Fox: 238 B B — & SR o i iy~ 00 4 R 3 Bl
(Situation Comedy ) “Family Ties” mﬁﬁﬁ’mﬁlvmﬁiﬁa EE
YN EZ 20 2% , HEBMBIRT N> EAE, EHAM
AF—HEXBEFSHE. L2 HRERZKDHAHE
F “Back to the Future” M L P E MR T PELB
B AR , BP 7 18 ) “heart throb” ., i HN A EE A A “Doc
Hollywood” , “Casualties of War” , “Blue in the Face” RIBITE
ZE _E¥# “The Frighteners” . fiIER A H T HRB N+ 2
FER B R TR , B e T Al 2 M BGE R KA IRBETgavie
BRIFIRAHBREANEH .
6)Swatch: BRI+ —FMBRA AN LK. HAAESHFRER
EE,AEEE, BT Swatch WEMEE P (L $50), K kR
BT FRECHI MM RITTHA DR T8, RATARAE
RIBAE TR, {H'E R 3 B AR 24 TR R B AT o A 80
PRHT
7)Beavis and Butthead: & B MTV(EXEF L F RREQM
Athe cable music video network) I i) 34 1 } 5 # B >/ 5.,
IR —XF ST LE, ISR ELRBHRT,E
BEBT ,SREHLEHEMAR. BMNENTR2LYEAE—
SEiftr. AMRAAAIZFUBZRETELUTHAHKEA.
B ANBRAERLBHPANGHT S -, 8 BVEHN
ABMBRIER A Emﬂiﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ}‘ﬂi Beavis # Butthead i)
BREBZ, '
8) Barney; & % @ "PBS(the Public Broadcastmg Serv1ce—Noncom
mercial Television) & X4 JL(3~8 % )ﬂﬁﬁg:ﬁﬁ WEME
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AR—-REUENEET N Barney, EH T ML RAEZT
MRS L, B FII—EB MK XTEHE=ZHE
RTE WA, B3 )LE WM, [R5k T Barney JE R K H
WHAM—EIH Bamey BRI TH#Z BEXE . WA . RH.FE
MEHRTZILENKE, BFEERARNZTERXSBEXE
5EFN—BRHK. ZWESERBA 8. “1 love you,
you love me, we’re a happy family. ”
9)L. Frank Baum & 7 #t JLE LY “The Wizard of Oz Hlif % 34
REVEE, XBEHEEIFRUAR—BEEBLHERE
B, JE ok XA &, # Judy Garland # BB b iy £ ¥ B
Dorothy, %5 & % F1 W%, Bl o ##38 B i RIE Dorothy 7% 6
KBS T Kansas &, KB T Oz XA M AWM,
MO T AR AR IR 04, (L A e o R
A5 — A MEEER—MBEARTHA, XA THUERREEC
IS
10)Jenny Jones and Oprah;Jenny Jones fl Oprah Winfrey, B % #<
X JG T i BB Ricki (Lake), Sally (Jessie Rafeal). Montel
(Williams) #1 Rolanda #52 & i1 % H i 28 A, Mf189%
EARE T A4 N RO A R R BE £ AMBF, ffilEx
B RIS — AR IS, B A L R B AT6
REBEGLH, ~ B ARMITELEN SRR AR, &4
—EBARBTRERZESACRANETFRBS S ARER
RBIHHIEE, PSRRI TSI DX BB
WHRE e, BEfMERRATH WM. BRERT —4 %5
ML E , B & F B ® R Rosie O’ Donnel #, &% H
REREANHE, FER - BRAMELEA L, XM FEK
BITEREAMNCERKBTHENEEITENH,

11)GenXers: £ Generation X 45 , BRMEE 20 ¥ £ M4E
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ARRRHBIE, K 60~70 FREDFFEALERT T
B¢ +32 3 (hippie movement) , £ #9 IR 45 , i 3 B34 MR .0,
HRE N WAL HAT ;80 ERFEATBER TR 8
REFLEUBRFRENEEFR . BT 90 EREFAHR
PB4, AT T, B AR 38 R % T /e
a5, H AR LR, R 60~70 SERET AR E“EY”
KENBORER XD, BTFRIMNBEREEERTHEE,
BB X" Z Ko
12)Legos: R—MB T AXEEHERABRATFRANEL, &%
T RARWATHHE, RMAEARNN, SRR SHR, 2
REEH 40 5 U FHWEEAEBERRBT T XML,
~ 137 Atticus Finch: & Harper Lee it B i /M “To kiu a Mocking
Bird” M3 A o %45 % 3% % B % ) 8 % (Pulitzer prize)o
BREXEX Y EREFARGETE, XADRE R
HIRAEE , B Gregory Peck W, B X R . BAKEH
© EAZ Finch B9/ ZJLEGE , 5 40~ 50 4ECKIA A F %
B X EREMABFE. Finch £ — MU, M — A BiEL
BT RIFRAGEABD, AR R A A2 0 b 4% B W] i
AEME, B B I3 ] h 2 A HGRR A MK
A@A)Jean Valjean; Jean Valjean £ 19 42 3% H % & £ % Victor
Hugo(4 3% - R ) 10 4 % (BB i 7 (Les Miserables) i %
AAE-KiE,
15)Marcia Clark and O.J. ;0.]. i’l‘.)% O J. Slmpson, B NFL #4#
BREARSI R, ¥ SRR T E AP & — RN
 E—SERTEHE A LR, Marcia Clark REEFHEIABRTHE
E-L0 |
1 )Jéhn Wayne Bobbit or Courtney Love :Courtney Love E%E W
15 B\ Punk 5 Hole f$i#7 £ M8, 25 BAR I 2 180 — K 8k
M4 “Live Through This” 3 #MRs Love A At A %1%
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AREMBE . THE] AR H R B YK E Kurt Cobain
BB B Cobain f& #4T 4B\ Nirvana FH K F. RFAIE
SR 5% %5 % (Punk rock) M E 4 J& (heavy metal) SR 2541 & B FF
BlEZ—, HRAEBFR AN T E Z & (Seattle Sound), B T &
PRZEELZRAEE, KA 1991 £, SEMITRK
3% CD BB 4% “Nevermind” M K47 — B iy 83 stk 18 % “Smells
Like Teen Spirit” , Cobain JLFZE—RZAMNBRREEELT .
BB T, FZEFAFMDELI D BRE—EH b /
TMOHERBA, NI ZD) TEERAEFE, R, Cobain BH
P s, M B F . b/ 3k 5 Courtney Love 2563
BT —NEF. RS REMIIAEFERT—S RN R
MW, B 2T Love R A &2 A9 88, Nirvana #5458 =418
%“In Utero” AR F KM, 2% Kurt Cobain B R B
Ja, 5 T AR Bk 9 IR FU R 15 AR, X i AR o
SR R A B R N KRB Z IR AFE T A
ST AR ZE Bk AR B, R X8 AR RN T L8R REM.,
Cobain BJ3E(F 1995 4F ) K AR ik T b AGIE A a0 45 8 , IR
RKARHET Hole SRAKIEZHEMRBMHPLER, M Court-
ney Love H1 38 3T K 1 Ji5 B B T e 4 75 o i 6 i 19 o Sk f it
RE, ARZEARBNEGARTR 90 FEAREE R0
Mgt rp— MBI R S o THEZH Courthey Love B T
M ABEREHARTSIEN,

John Wayne Bobbitt IIERF & & XEHHWH A, B
B RAT—FRAFENT R HFHHET Lorena B F
HE FHXHZAENRD, A FSBRSBEFE TR
HIMLRMBEE, EFERZETFTRT, @ John HE#H K
AR T SHME, Lorena WRBRS MM ERERRE, RAT
VB2 6 John BUE ., X EHM T BB A ML
I"HiRH, John FRB T HEEH AR, Fi iR & b 38
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17)Brgd Piet S H AT — & R BB, FOLM “Seven” , “12
“* 'Monkeyh”™ , *A River Runs Through It” , “Legends of the Fall”
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Unit Two

0.].Found “Not Guilty”
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