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RESOLUTION A.739(18)
{adopted on 4 November 1993 )

GUIDELINES FOR THE AUTHORIZATION OF
ORGANIZATIONS ACTING ON BEHALF
OF THE ADMINISTRATION

THE ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING Article 15(j) of the Convention on the International Mar-
jtime organization concerning the functions of the Assembly in relation to regu-
lations and guidelines concerning maritime safety and the prevention and control

of marine pollution from ships,

RECOGNIZING the importance of ships being in compliance with the pro-
visions of relevant international conventions, such as SOLAS 74, load Lines
66, MARPOL 73/78 and STCW 78, to ensure prevention of maritime casual-

ties and manne poliution from ships,

NOTING that the Administrations are responsible for taking netessary
measures to ensure that ships flying their States’ flags comply with the provi-

sions of such conventions, including surveys and centification,

NOTING FURTHER that, under regulation 1/6 of the 1974 SOLAS Con-
vention and regulation 4 of Annex 1 and regulation 10 of Annex Il of MARPOL
73/78. the Administration may entrust the inspections and surveys to nominat-
ed surveyors or recognized organizations and further that the Administration
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shall notify the Organization of the specific responsibilities and conditions of the

autherity delegated to nominated surveyors or recognized organizations.,

DESIRING to develop uniform procedures and a mechanism for the dele-
gation of authority to, and the minimum standards for, recognized organizations
acting on hehalf of the Administration, which would assist flag States in the u-

niform and effective implementation of the relevant IMO conventions,

HAVING CONSIDERED the recommendations made by the Maritime Safe-
ty Committee at ils sixty-second session and by the Marine knvironment Protec-

tion Committee at its thirty-foutth session,

1. ADOPTS the Guidelines for the Authorization of Organizations Acting on he-

half of the Adminisiration, set out in the Annex to the present resolution

2. URGES Goverrunents as soon as posstble to?
(a) apply the said Guidekines: and
(b) review the standards of already recognized organizations in the light of
the Minimum Standards for recognized organizations acting on behalf
of the Administration set out in Appendix 1 to the Annex to the pre-

sent Tesolution .

3. REQUESTS the Maritime Safety Committee and the Marine Environment
. Protection Committee>
(a) to review the Guidelines and Minimum Standards with a view o im-
proving them as necessary; and
(b) to develop, as a maiter of urgency, detailed specifications on the
precise survey and  centification functions of recognized
- 2 -



organizations

4. REQUESTS the Secretary-General lo collect from Member Governments in-

formation on the implementation of the present resolution.



ANNEX

GLIDELINES FOR THE AUTHORIZATION OF
ORGANIZATIGNS ACTING ON BEHALF OF
THE ADMINISTRATION

General

1 Under the provisions of regulation [/6 of SOLAS 74, article 13 of Load
Lines 66, regulation 4 of Annex | and regulation 10 of Annex II of MARPOL
73/78 and article 6 of Tonnage 69, many {lag States authorize organizations to
act on their behall in the suweyls and certification and determination of ton-

nages as requited by these conventions.

2 Control in the assignment of such authority is needed in order to promote u-
niformity of inspections and maintain established standards. Therefore, any as-

signment of autharity to recognized organizations should:

.1  determine that the organization has adequale resources in terms of
technical, managerial and research capabilities to accomplish the
tasks being assigned, in sccordance with the Minimum Standards for
the Recognized Organizations Acting on behall of the Administration

set out in appendix 1:

.2 have a formal writien agreement between the Administration and the
organization being authorized which should as a minimum include the

elements as set out in appendix 2 or equivalent legal arrangement ;



\

-3 specify instructions detailing actions to be followed in the event that
a ship is fourd not fit to proceed to sea without danger to the ship or
persans on board, or presenting unreasonable threat of harm to the

manne environments

.4 provide the organization with all appropriate instruments of national
law giving effect to the provisions of the conventions or specify
whether the Administration’ s standards go heyond convention re-

quirements in any respect: and

.5 specify that the organization maintains records which can provide the
Administration with data to assist in interpretation of convention reg-

ulations .

Verification and monitoring
3 The Administration should establish a system lo ensure the adequacy of
work performed by the organizations authorized to act on its behalf. Such a sys-

tem should, inter alia, include the following items’
.1 Procedures for cormmunication with the organizations

.2 Procedures for reporting from the organization and processing of re-

ports by the Administration,
.3 Additional ship’s inspections by the Administrations
4 The Adminisiration” s evaluation/acceptance of the certification of

thé organization’ s quality system by an independent hody of auditors
. 5 -



recognized by the Administrations

.5 Monitoring and verification of class related matters, as applicable.



Appendix 1

MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR RECOGNIZED
ORGANIZATIONS ACTING ON BEHALF
OF THE ADMINISTRATION

An organization may be recognized by the Administration, 10 perform
statutory work on its behalf subject to eompliance with the following minimum
conditions for which the organization should submit complete information and

substantiation .
General

1 The relative size, structure, experience and capability of the organization
commensurate with the type and degree of authonty intended to be delegated
thereto should be demonstrated.

2 The organization should be able to document extensive experience in assess-
ing the design,construction, and equipment of merchant ships and, as appli-

cable, their safeiy management syster,
Specific provisions

3 For the purpose of delegating authority to perform certification services of a
statutory nature in accordance with regulatory instruments which require the a-
bility to review applicable engineering designs, drawings, calculations and sim-
ilar technical information to technical regulatory criteria as dictated by the Ad-
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mimstration and to conduct field survey and inspection to ascertain the degree
of compliance of structural and mechanical systems and components with such

technical criteria. the following should apply >

.1  The organization should provide for the publication and systematic
maintenance of rules and/or regulations in the English language for
the design, construction and certification of ships and their associal-
ed essential engineering systems as well as the provision of an ade-
quate research capability to ensure appropriate updating of the pub-

lished criteria.

.2 The organization should allow participation in the development of its
rutes and/or regulations by representatives of the Administration and

other parties concerned.

.3 The organization should be established with:

3.1 a significant technical, managerial and support staff catering
also for capability of developing and maintaining rules and/or
regulations, and

.3.2 a qualified professional staff to provide the required service
representing an adequate geographical coverage and local

representation as required.

.4 The organization should be governed by the principles of ethical be-
haviour, which should be contained in a Code of Ethics and as such
recognize the inherent responsibility sssociated with a delegation of
authority to include assurance as to the adequate performance of ser-

vices as well as the confidentiality of related information as appropni-
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ale.

The organization should demonstrate the technical, administrative
and managerial competence and capacity to ensure the provision of

quality services in a timely fashion.

The organization should be prepared to provide retevant information

to the Adminislration.

The organizalion”s management should define and document its poli-
cy and ohjectives for, and commitment to, quality and ensure that
this policy is understood, implemented and maintained st all levels

in the organication .

The organization should develop, implement and maintain an effec-

tive internal quality system based on appropriate parts of internation-

ally recognized quality standards no less effective than IS0 9000 se-

ries, and which, inter alia ensures that -

8.1  the organization’ s rules and/or regulations are established
and maintained in a systematic maoner:

8.2 the organizaition’ s rules and/or regulation’s are complied
with 5

.8.3 the requirements of the slawtory work for which the organiza-
tion is authorized, are satisfiess

.8.4 the responsihilities, ‘authorities and interrelation of personnel
whose work affects the quality of the organization’ s services,
are defined and documented:

8.5 all woerk is carried oul under controlled conditions
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.8.6

8.7

.8.8

8.9

a supervisory systern is it place which monitors the actions
and work carried out by the organization;

a system for qualification of surveyors and continuous updat-
ing of their knowledge is implemented

records are maintained, demonstrating achievement of the re-
quired standards in the items covered by the services per-
formed, as well as the effective operation of the quality sys-
tem: and .

a comprehensive system of planned and decumented internal
audits of the quality related activitzes in all locations is im-

plemented .

.9 The organization should be subject o certification of its quality sys-

tem by an independent body of auditors recognized by the Administi-

ation.

4 For the purpose of delegating authority to perform certification services of a

statutory nature in accordance with regulatory instruments which require the a-

bility to assess by audit and similar inspection of the relevant safety manage-

ment system attributes of shore based ship management entities and shipboard

personnel and systems, the following should, in addition, apply-

.1
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the provision and application of proper procedures to assess the
degree of compliance of the applicable shore-side and shipboard
safely management systems

the provision of a systematic training and qualification regime
for its professional personnel engaged in the safety management
system certification process to ensure proficiency in the appli-

cehle quality and safety management criteria as well as ade-



quate knowledge of the technical and operational aspeects of
mamime safely management: and

the means of assessing through the use of qualified professional
stafl the application and maintenance of the safety managerent
system hoth shore based as well as on board ships intended to

be covered in the cettification .

cll.



