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Foreword

Describing English Language

The Describing English Language series provides much-needed
descriptions of modern English. Analysis of extended naturally-
occurring texts, spoken and written, and, in particular, computer
processing of texts have revealed quite unsuspected patterns of lan-
guage. Traditional descriptive frameworks are normally not able to
account for or accommodate such phenomena, and new approaches
are required. This series aims to meet the challenge of describing
linguistic features as they are encountered in real contexts of use in
extended stretches of discourse. Accordingly, and taking the revela-
tions of recent research into account, each book in the series will
make appropriate reference to corpora of naturally-occurring data.

The series will cover most areas of the continuum between
theoretical and applied linguistics, converging around the mid-point
suggested by the term ‘descriptive’. In this way, we believe the series
can be of maximum potential usefulness.

One principal aim of the series is to exploit the relevance to
teaching of an increased emphasis on the description of naturally-
occurring stretches of language. To this end, the books are illustrated
with frequent references to examples of language use. Contributors
to the series will consider both the substantial changes taking place
in our understanding of the English language and the inevitable
effect of such changes upon syllabus specifications, design of
materials, and choice of method. :

John Sinclair, University of Birmingham
Ronald Carter, University of Nottingham
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Foreword

A Grammar of Speech

This is a courageous and innovative book. For many years its author
has expressed dissatisfaction at the poor representation of speech in
conventional grammars, and now he offers a grammar that puts the
organization of the spoken language in central position.

For David Brazil, the most important feature of speech is its inter-
active character. Whether in intimate conversation or public per-
formance, anyone communicating through speech must be engaged
in shaping an interaction through co-operative verbal behaviour,
in real time. With writing, things are different, and the interactive
nature of the communication may be obscured at times. The seg-
mentation into units, especially sentences, is usually clearer, how-
ever, and there is not normally any need to pay minute attention to
the passage of real time while one is composing a written piece.

Small wonder, then, given these differences, if grammars concen-
trate on either the spoken or the written form, and tend to neglect
the other. Almost all grammars focus on the written language, and
the few that claim to deal with speech make only modest concessions
to the special character of speech.

David Brazil starts from a firm position: that speech will be exam-
ined for its grammatical structure without reference to the received
conventions of grammatical description, since these arise mainly from
the study of written language. This perspective gives a new look to the
grammar, and a rich role to the intonation choices that we make, and
that have little place in other grammars. The new model turns out to
be more general than was envisaged, and could form the basis of a
genuine integrated grammar of speech and writing.

The brilliant analysis of intonation that forms the powerhouse of
this description has been evolving for some twenty years, and has
been the inspiration for many other studies, some of which are listed
in the bibliography. Here, it accounts for interactive meaning in the
broader perspective of a grammar, and combines with a phrase
generator to create the specifications for meaningful uttterances.

I commend this fascinating book to anyone with an interest either
in the spoken language or the grammar of English; they will profit
from studying it. For David Brazil’s close colleagues, there will be an
end to waiting for him to articulate this valuable model.

John Sinclair
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Transcription notations

The following notations are used throughout the book:

A adverbial element

E adjectival element

N nominal element

P preposition

P/N  preposition/nominal element

\Y verbal element

V! non-finite verbal element

A\ open selector

a suspensive adverbial element
article

d° article with zero realization

e suspensive adjectival element

n suspensive nominal element

p suspensive preposition

v suspensive verbal element

v suspensive non-finite verbal element

w suspensive open selector

/I 1l tone unit boundary

//Pl] proclaiming tone

/IR/] referring tone

/10/] level tone

Ifell - referring tone (non-dominant)
/lp/l proclaiming tone (non-dominant)
e+l referring tone (dominant)



Transcription notations

/lp+//  proclaiming tone (dominant)

+ reduplication

%) element with zero realization
# end of increment

& and or so
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