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PREFACE

The porcelain carving is a kind of sculptural
art with its own characteristic. Though it be-
longs to the three—dimensional plasitc arts like
other sculpture arts and has some things in
common with them, the porcelain carving holds
its unique craftsmanship and artistic style. [ts
products have permanent bright colors and a
vivid look like natural things with tangible flesh,
because they need dozens of technological pro-
cesses. Some of these processes are repeated
several times, such as glazing, coloring. and
heating in a kiln. These are the reasons why or-
dinary carving cannot compare with porcelain
carving products which have been admired by
people for hundreds — even thousands of years.
A western artistic critic once defined sculptural
arts as the most perfect and to some extent,
porcelain carving is probably the most perfect
art of all.

Porcelain carving in Jingdezhen has a very
jong history. Its products are worldwide famous
for their variety of subjects, lovely spaces and
exquisite craftsmanship. The Jingdezhen Porce-
lain Carving Factory is the biggest one in china
It was founded by some folk craftsmen in their
porcelain carving workshops. Thirty years later,
it has now developed into a modern
middle—level enterprise.

The factory has employed the most out-
standing artists skilled in porcelain carving.
Among them, is the older generation of artists
like Zeng Shandong and He Shuigen, who got
their extraordinary training from master artists
through observing their performance and re-
ceiving expert criticism. In addition, there are
middle—aged advanced craftsmen like Liu
Yuanchang and |i Gongkun, who received their
training in art schools or colleges. Still others, as
the new generation of craftsmen fike Xu Bo and

Liu Qingyun, have appeared on the scene with
their outstanding creativity.

These expert craftsmen have adapted tradi-
tional skills to their carvings, often combining
them with modern spirits. Some of them are ex-
cellent at ornamental engraving; some dre excel-
lent at three—dimensional carving. Some are
good at delicate style; some are good at their
own creative style. Some of their works show
gravity and elegance; others, strangeness and
grotesqueness. One  after another, the
exquisitely made products provide a visual ka-
leidoscope of  creativity. The superb
craftsmanship excels nature. It is that these
porcelain products are the acme of perfection.

The editors of this book have carefully
chosen more than one hundred pictures of pre-
cious works from fourteen artists who are work-
ing in the Jingdezhen Porcelain Carving
Factory. The publication of a book on porcelain
craftsmanship is a good thing in order to pro-
mote Chinese culture and to help spread the
knowledge and appreciation of porcelain carv-
ing all over the world. The book has good pic-
tures which come with captions explaining
them, but the introduction of the artists could be
longer, expecially those who, though less edu-
cated, got their crafts from their master teachers
for generations. These artists usually know
deeply what the artis and have a lot of practical
experience and advanced skills, some of which
are unique.

This kind of cultural wealth is expected to
be explored, to be summarized, and to be pre-
served from extinction. If books focusing on-
China’s artistic craftsmanship can soon be pub-
lished, it will be a great promotions to interna-
tional appreciation of the arts in China.

Liu Kaiqu
April, 1992
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INTRODUCTION TO
JINGDEZHEN
PORCELAIN CARVING
FACTORY

Jingdezhen, the capital of China's
porcelain, is worldwide famous for its exquisite
chinaware and porcelain treasures. For hun-
dreds and thousands years, it has gathered the
highlights of craftsmanship from almost all the
famous kilns in China, and given many impor-
tant contributions to China’s porcelain culture,
which is still shining with prosperity.

Jingdezhen Porcelain Carving is one impor-
tant part and a typical representative of Chinese
Porcelain Culture. The carving started is Sui and
Tang Dynasties, prospered in Ming and Qing
Dynasties. By now it has over 1,400 years histo-
ry. During this time, the skilled craftsmen in the
successive dynasties created excellent porcelain
carving works characterized by distinctive na-
tional specialities and different styles. Since the
liberation of China, the porcelain carving in
Jingdezhen with its special charms has grown
vigorously and amazingly.

In order to march with the times, the
Jingdezhen Porcelain Carving Factory has got
together many porcelain carving artists with
unique skills and specialities. The factory has
done a lot of work in carrying on and promoting
the arts of traditional porcelain carving and
created many artistic works which meet the re-
qguirements of modern people’s beauty apprecia-
tion. These works include those made by a
number of young, middle—aged and senior
porcelain carving artists, such as Zeng
Shandong, Liu Yuanchang, Xu Bo and Liu
Qingyun. Their Porcelain carving works have
been exhibited for many times in China and
abroad and are loved deeply and collected by

the people throughout the world.

By now the Porcelain Carving Factory has
over fifty workers who produce works of every
porcelain carving art. The factory has two arts
institutes. The factory buildings occupy an area
of 110.000 square meters, there, over 2.000
kinds of porcelain carvings are made. Among
them, the traditional porcelain figure carving,
the Sanhua brand series of porcelain carving for
artistic display, and the Sanhua brand series of
mould carving and ornamental engraving of
porcelain are won respectively the national
golden prizes, the golden cup prizes in the Af-
fairs of Chinese highlights Goods, and the gold-
en prizes in the International Affairs,

According to the statistic, from 1980 to
1991, the factory had got 55 prizes in any kinds
of appraisals, nationally or internationally.
Among them, the “108 Generals in the Marsh of
Qutlaws”, a large group carving with a lot of
teamwork by the artists of the factory, is highly
rated as the "pioneering work” in the porcelain
carving history for its great number of figures,
great expressions of motion. true to life expres-
sions, and distinctive personalities. They are
really marvellous artistic works.

Now in the open policy to the outside
world, Jingdezhen Porcelain Carving Factory
has established trade and economic relations
and artistic communications with Japan,
Tailand, Singapore, Indonesia, the United
States, England. Italy, Hong Kong and dozens
of othercountries and regions

To promote Chinese Porcelain culture, the
Jingdezhen Porcelain Carving Factory, with
special charms and elegance of its porcelain
carving products, is determined to face up to the
world and future with its enterprise and initia-
tion.
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Zeng Shandong was born in Jingdezhen in
1925. His original family home was Fengcheng
county, Jiangxi Province. He is the son of Zeng
Longsheng, who was a master in porcelain carv-
ing, with no equal in his time. Zeng Shandong
was a clever man and liked to play and study in
his childhood. When he was six years old, he fell
into a pond and after that traumatic experience,
he had difficulty with his speech and hearing.
However, Zeng did not give up his ambition of
learning the skills of porcelain carving from his
father. By observing his father’s artistic
craftsmanship and through receiving construc-
tive criticism, the son was able to master the
uniqgue skills of porcelain carving.

At the age of fourteen, he perfected his abil-
ities through the creation of the carvings
"Guangong”, "Tathagata”, "Hua Tuo” and other
historical figures. In his later artistic endeavors,
he absorbed the highlights from traditional
porcelain carving and constantly improved his
skills. Under his father's careful guidance, he
showed hijs talent and formed his characteristic
style in carving figures from history and fairy
tales. “Flying Goddess Scatters Flowers”,
"Chang—Er Flies into the Moon”, "A Lady Who
Conquered a Dragon”, "A Child Offers Birthday
Congratulations”, "A Fairy Maiden Picks Flow-
ers”, and ”"A Buddhisattva Rides a Phoenix” and
other porcelain carvings are popular and praised
by critics as precious works.

The figures carved by Zeng Shandong have
beautiful shapes, flowing lines and accurate
proportions. They are all decorated with bright
colors.Zeng has superb skills of realistic expres-
sion and can create his works according to
different characters and personalities.In this

way he expresses the traditional Chinese culture
in a special artistic creative style

In January, 1989, Zeng Shandong took his
family to Hong Kong where he held an exhibi-
tion entitled, "Exhibition Porcelain Carvings of
the Zeng Shandong Family Members”. His per-
fect porcelain carving skills and his artistic
specialties are mainly reflected in his best works
exhibited there, such as "Sun Wukong Combats
Against the Gods”, "Twelve Gods of the Flow-
ers”, "The Eighteen Disciples of Buddha”, "Liu
Hai Teases a Toad”, "Zhubajie Carries His Wife”
and "Guangong”. There, Guangong’s figure
looks resolute, sclemn, respectful and brave,
while Zhubajie's image looks vivid and
charmingly naive. It makes people burst out
with laughter. The visitors from Hong Kong and
Macao were attracted especially by the image of
Sun Wukong and the Eastern cultural senti-
ments and lovely romance depicted in the carv-
ing of "Sun Wukong Combats Against the
Gods”. These works were highly praised by the
visitors to the exhibition.

The Asian Television Station in Hong Kong
made a live report on the exhibition and every
local newspaper did the same. The critical re-
views in the press praised Zeng Shandong, as
having equal popularity with the artists "Clay
Figuring Zhang” in Tianjing and "Pottery Maker
Liu” in Shiwan and he is acclaimed as "Porce-
lain Carving Zeng” in Jingdezhen. Over fifty
years experience in his profession, he has carved
more than one thousand works. He is a famous
artist of great achievement and good at using
the shapes to express the spirit and making the
former to be in good harmony with the latter.
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The Revered Mr. Guan (Guan Yu),

famille rose by repeated
processes. 0.81m,
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An Arhat and seven children,
famille rose by repeated processes.0.66m
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Zhubaijie carrys his wife, coloured. 0.48m
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Traditional Chinese beautiful women,
flower—inserted and golden—traced. 0.36m
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Liu Hai teases a toad coloured 0.36m
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Drunk Li Bai, decorated by veined giaze 0.33m
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NE =24 35 Y Old fisherman, coloured in kiln 0.9Tm

Buddha with three treasures, coloured. 0.89m
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He Shuigen was born in Fengcheng
county, Jiangxi Province in 1925 When he was
twelve years old he came to Jingdezhen to learn
crafts. Two vyears later he formally acknow-
ledged senior craftsman “Calmman” as his mas-
ter teacher and began to work at porcelain carv-
ing. After his master died, he continued to learn
the skills from the porcelain carving master Zeng
Longsheng. In 1949, He Shuigen, along with
Zeng Longsheng and his son Zeng Shandong,
joined in the Porcelain Arts Association, found-
ed by Wang Bu and Wang Dafan and other
great masters. In 1958 he was chosen to pursue
advanced studies in China’s Central Arts and
Crafts College in Beijing. From then on, he has
been gradually perfecting his craftsmanship in
porcelain carving.

H7s works of porcelain carving reflect the
tradition skills and his creativity on the modern
ways of expression and aesthetic appreciation.
In decorating his porcelain creations, he is flexi-
ble an skillful in using colorful glazes according
to the different artistic figures and the require-
ments of their shapes. In this way, he has greatly

- extended the way in which the porcelain carv-
ings are three—dimensional carving ot human

figures,as well as porcelnin towers and build-
ings.He is especially renown for his ornamental
engravingsof religious and religious and histori-
cal figures.His Works such as “Dharma”.”Arhat
Actor Stands on a Sack”,”Arhat,the Master of
the Lion”,"Wang Zhen”and”Lu Ban"are enjoyed
by people for their simple shapes clear and
distinctive-appearances and humorous concep-
tions

He Shuigen has created many works of art
and quite a few photographs of them have been
published not only in China, but also abroad.
Some of his works have been disptayed in exhi-
bitions and collected by art museums. In 1986
and 1989, the artist was invited to Hong Kong
and Japan to give a display of his superb skills
in porcelain carving. The audience gave him a
resounding ovation and the art critics concerned
praised him highly.

Indeed, He Shuigen is a master craftsman
and creative artist in porcelain who has the a
reputation equal to that of Zeng Shandong and
Cai Jingbiao, the older generation of artists. He
is now a high—ranking craftsman, member of
China Arts and Crafts Association and member
of Jingdezhen Sculpture Association.
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Dharma holds the alms bowl for food,
decorated by pea green glaze 0.50m
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Old fisherman, coloured in kiln 0.46m.
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The first Emperor of Qin Dynasty, coloured. 0.71m
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Cai Lun, decorated by veined glaze. 0.41m
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