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The culture of flags has a distant source and a long course.
Inscription by Mr. Ji Xianlin, renowned scholar and professor of Peking University of China
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An assemblage of historical flags. A display of Chinese civilization.

Inscription by Mr. Shao Huaze , President of All-China Journalists ' Association , once President and
Editor-in-chief of the People s Daily
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FOREWORD

China is one of the ealiest civilized nations in the world, time-honoured by 5,000 years. In the
course of history, the descendants of Yandi and Huangdi prospered and created their ethnic culture,
colourful and brilliant. Amongst their splendid and sumptuous cultural legacies one unique category
stands out aloft, gracefully erect like a towering blossom in the florid garden of China’s traditional
culture. This is manifest in the cultrural attainments in flags & ensigns.

So far few treatise has been published on the evolution of flags in China and little is known on the
origin, creation, succession, progress, course of development of flags, to say nothing of relevant
anecdotes and historical figures. To fill up this library blank and in a bid to inherit and aggrandize this
national cultural tradition of China, the China Peace Publishing House is publishing the Atlas of Flags

in China

the first of its kind ever off-print.

The Atlas chronicles the precious data of flags in China’s history dating back from Xia and Shang
dynasties up to the present day, hard-earned from inscriptions in grottos, wood-carvings, funeral murals,
unearthed objects in kind, biblio-illustrations and utensil decorations. The Atlas displays flags and
ensigns that appeared in ancient battlefields, warring camps, yamens, street scene, temples, marketing
scenarios and folkioric activities including flags in kind and in print in chronicle order from historical
times down through contemporary up to present-day China. The Atlas is unique as a comprehensive
and systematic compilation of flags in China with verification notes, life-like illustrations and tell-tale
captions —— all well-founded historically and theoretically. Replete with erudition, academic,
scientific, historic and aesthetic attainments the Atlas is designed to satisfy readers keen in ensign
culture and also serves as reference book invaluable to scholars and designing artists in their pursuits
to study history, humanism, folklorism, sociology and aesthetics. It is also a vade mecum to sinologists
abroad and scholars specializing in Chinese aesthetic history. Meanwhile, the Atlas may also serve as
a vivid textbook imbuing patriotism and cultural traditions to the broad ranks of youngsters in China.

Compiler of the Atlas is Mr. Huang Mingyan, expert of China Jiangxi Provincial Museum and
Mr. Shi Shuging, renowned cultural archaeologist of China History Museum did the proof-reading.
The preface is contributed by Mr. Huang Qixing, ex-standing member of the China People’s Political
Consultative Conference, Vice-president of the Jiusan Society and the Federation of Overseas Chinese.
Celebrated scholar and professor Mr.Ji Xianlin of the China Beijing University as well as Mr. Shao
Huaze, president of the All-China J ournalists Association respectively made calligrapiphic contri-

butions to the Atlas to whom we owe our sincere thanks.
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PREFACE

Flag is an ensign in diverse colors and imposing patterns. They flutter against the wind from
antiquity to the present day everywhere of human habitat — displaying their history and profound
culture. Indeed, flags are significant portraiture of the time - honored history and magnificent culture
of the nation and people in China.

Flags maybe traced to their inception in primeval communities whose totems were embryonic of
what they are today. According to experts, they loomed in the era of Xia and the hieroglyphic charac-
ter flag is to be found in inscriptions on bones and tortoise shells dated to Shang dynasty. They ap-
peared in historical archives and more vividly on cultural relics from which we can visually witness
the inception, evolution of flags and their application and significance on different occasions.

Flags are time-honored in China, changing their colors along with the political reshuffles over
thousands of years. The glorious historical mission imposed on us is to conduct a systematic and
cultural study of the flags in China in a bid to boom the national pride and confidence, patriotism and
inherent virtuous merits of the Chinese people. In this regard, Mr. Huang Mingyan devoted his life-
time collecting information and compiled the Atlas of Flags in China to be published by the China
peace Publishing House — this praiseworthy contribution will indeed benefit the society at large in
that it displays the Chinese civilization, booms the national culture, promotes historical studies and
ethnic education.

Flags are symbols of national enthusiasm, orientation and inspiration of strength by which we
deepen our comprehension of their rich cultural significance, further understand, succeed the Chinese
history to create and usher in an even brighter future for our motherland under the inspiration of the

red flag of the Chinese Communist Party and the 5-Star National Flag.

By Huang Qixing

(Mr. Huang Qixing, sponsor of the Law of National F lag
of PRC adopted by the 14th session of the 7th NPC Standing
Committee on the 28th of June 1990. He was member of PPCC,
vice-president of the Jiusan Society and the All-China Federation

of Overseas Chinese.)
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