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American schools begin in September after a long
suminer holiday, There are two terms in a school year.
The first term is from September to January, and the

second is from February to June. Most American children begin to go to school

when they are five years old. Most students are seventeen years old when they {JNIT

finish high school.

High school students take only four
or five subjects each term. They usually
go to the same class every day, and they
have homework for every class. After
class, they do many intercsting things.

After high school, many students go
to college. They can go to a small one
or a large one. They usually have o give
a lot of money. So many college students
work after class to get money for their

studies,
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New words
@ high school 2
o subject ['sabd3zikt] n, ZH

Fxercises

i, e

1. OQur new begins in September. All my teachers and friends come back to school.

2. —Which do you like best? —English.
3. —Did you enough money the new house?

—Yes, I bought it last week.

(103 98 "¢ 109gns 7 W) [ 5AXY)

I'm an American student. At my school, you can
have a lot of activities. If you are interested in drama,
UNIT you can try out for the fall plays, winter musical or
i take part in other games. There i
are also many sports. There are men’s and women'’s soccer,
basketball, men’s tennis, football, women's volleyball,
and so on .
We also need to volunteer outside of school. Once a
week, we take a bus to a retirement home, a hospital or
some other places to give the old people any help they
want.

CAMPUS LIFE

Parents are also with their children in school activities
sometimes. For sports, we always have a Parents’ Night
game, where parents are thanked for their help. We give
a flower or balloon to each parent from each student player.
Parents also come to the plays, concerts or competitions
their children are in.
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New words R
@ activity [eek’tiviti] n. (JLFEIR Tk 8 2488 T )1 3l

O drama {'dra:ms] n. Blds, #%E|

9 musical [mjuszikl] adj. FRWT, 2SR

o volunteer [ivolen'tia] v. HENRHL (M) , B4EFH; n HEBE
o retirement [ri'taioment] n. Bk

3 competition [kompi'tifen] n. [L3E, =

T .

ELELELEY _8_ _E_Z_E_‘ _:|;_ )_ _ _57
, | i

Jack had a small red car, and he always drove very
fast. This was all right when he was out in the countryside, but in towns and big
cities driving fast was very dangerous, so there was always a speed limit. In Jack's

country it was fifty miles an hour. One day Jack was driving his small red car

through a town when a young policeman UNIT
stopped him and said, “You are driving
at more than fifty miles an hour, Sir. 1
Please give me your name and O
address.” Jack looked at the young ;
policeman carefully for a few seconds E
and then said to him, “ButI started my w
Journey less than an hour ago!” l'_'_"
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Have you ever heard someone speak a language
that you couldn’t understand? Perhaps it is French. But
it could have been English!

At times, English can sound as different as another language. It is spoken by
UNIT one out of ten people in the world. Yet, there are many differences between “the
9 Queen’s English” and American English.

In England, “the Queen’s English” is the way radio and TV announcers say
words. When the doctor asks you to say “Ah” | you are using the sound that the
English use in the words “bath” and

“dance” .

Words can have different meanings,
toc. English children go to a “sweets
shop” . American children would visit a
candy store. They watch “telly” .

Americans watch TV. The English go to
“the flicks” while we go to the movies.

If you go to England, can you

understand the language?

LEARN ENGLISH
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‘New words

3as .a8... fFeeee —

3 one out of ten people P APEH —F

3 the Queen’s English $R¥ESIE

3 announcer [a'naunsa] n. KR, BEA
scorrect [ka'rekt] adj. IEWAY, X

3 bath [ba:8] n. i

> telly {'teli] n. 28

2 flick [fHiK] n, B8

Notes to the text T B9y orti T e
# But it could have been English!
HiX 2 fERIETE ! S8+ 58 Bt R 3t & rofE .
> Yet, there are many differences between “the Queen’s English”

American English.

MR SOENE R IE 2 A EFR RS

Exercises

1. She doesn’t run as me.

A. so faster B. as fast C. as fastly D. so fastest
2. What's the of this?

A, mean B. means C. meaning D. meaningful

and

" UNIT

(OT a1 :skey)
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_4_ ENGLISH READINGS UPDATE
|

UNIT
2

LEARN ENGLISH

Many people think English is spoken only in
countries such as the USA, Britain, Australia, New
Zealand, Ireland and Canada. However, English is spoken
all over the world. It is the main language in over 60 couniries.

English today is very different from the English spoken long long ago. It is
the result of approximately 1,500 years of development. Interestingly, the origins
of modern English are not in England itself, but in sontherm Denmark and northemn
Germany. By the twelfth century, the language had changed s0 much that people
could not read writings of the year 700. And today,
we can't understand either of these forms of English
without a special dictionary. The history of English
has three parts— Old English (before the year 1,150),

Middle English (up till 1,500) and Modermn English
(1,500 to now).

The biggest difference between Old, Middle
and Modern English is in vocabulary. Thousands
of new words have come into the language. Many
of them are from French.

Another important change is pronunciation.

No one really knows why, but English pronunciation
has changed so much that there are almost no words
said the same way today as in Old English.

New words

@ main [mein] adj. FEH, HER

Jresult [FIzalt] n. 8, R

@ approximately [a.proksi'matli] adv. X&), K%
2 development [di'velopment] n. £&, FF&

3 origin ['orid3zin] n. JF¥g, R
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inmﬁiﬁﬁﬂiss FEEH(L) -h-

3 century {'sent] ori] n. ft42 l
@ special ['spefal] adj. $55KM, LTI

@ modern [madan] adj. LR, E{RHK

@ vocabulary [ve'kaebjulari] n. ifiL, WILE
@ pronunciation [pra.nansi'eifan] n. X%

John liked to keep his hair very long. Some of his
friends thought that it looked like a girl's hair, but they UNIT
never made jokes (FFEL%) about it, because John was a
big, strong young man, and he did not think jokes about his hair funny. 2

John always went to the barber’s twice
a month to have hair cut and washed. One
day the barber said to him, “Now why
don’t you let me cut most of your hair
off and make your head tidy? Nobody

can recognize (PA i) you if I do that, I am

HSITONI NHY3I1

sure.

John said nothing for a few seconds,
then he said, “Perhaps you are right, but
I am sure that nobody can recognize you
if you do that to my hair.”
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Do you know about Edison or Marx? 'T'Fey are both fanwus
persons! Now, let’s see whom 1 want to introduce to you today.

Dickens, one of the greatest English writers, was
born in 1812 in one of the small towns of England.
When Dickens was nine years old, the family moved to London. There were

UNIT several younger children in the family. Their life was hard, so Dickens couldn’t

L]

go to school.
He didn’t go to school until his father came out of prison. At that time, he was
already twelve years old. But he didn’t finish
school. Two years later, he began to work.
He often went to the library to read books.
He read a lot. Then Dickens wrote lots of

novels and stories all his life. Dickens died

FAMOUS PERSONS

over a hundred years ago, but people are still
studying his books
with great interest.
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Newwords oy [
3 several ['several] adj. fL’i\H{J ﬁ'AH{J
> until [an'til] prep. E@J

> prison [prizn] n. 5K

3 novel [naval] n, /M

3 interest [intrist] n. 4R, ¥4

Notes to the text S

3 He didn't go to school until his father came out of prison.

HEMBIORMER, A L2,

‘Exercises I gane -

1. He can eat bananas. He often eats

A, lots of, alot of B. alot of, a lot C.alot,alot D. a lot, lots of
2. He is one of the singers in China.
A most famous B. famousest C. the famous D. famousest

3. I have no in his words. UNIT
A. interesting B. interested C. interest D. interests

[~ ]
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‘A _ ENGLISH READINGS UPDATE _ _ _

Helen Keller lived in the USA. She was a great
woman. When she was a baby, she got very sick and

nearly died. After many weeks, the doctor said, “She
is better, but now she can’t see and can’t hear.” Her mother and father were very
sad.
After a few years, things got worse. There was no way for Helen to speak to
other people. She heard nothing. She saw nothing. She didn’t understand anything.
Luckily Helen was not someone who gave up easily. Soon she began to explore
the world by using her other senses. She followed her mother wherever she went.
She touched and smelled everything she came across. She even leamt to recognize
people by feeling their faces ot their clothes. Then one day, a teacher came to live
with Helen and her family. The teacher helped Helen learn words. Helen was a
bright child and soon she learned to spell her first word. She was blind and deaf,
UNIT but she found a way to see and hear. When she was older, she went to college.
While she was at college she wrote “The
Story of My Life” .
Helen was very famous. She helped

[ ]

many blind and deaf people. She traveled
around the world and helped many people.

Helen was a very old woman when
she died. The world remember her today
as a brave and wonderful person.

FAMOUS PERSONS
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