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1. Trial and Sentence

&3

Time Started

Prince Roman was a Polish nobleman, a captain in the army of
Czar Nicholas' of Russia. When his young wife died, the prince left
the army and returned in sorrow to his native Poland.

In time, love for his country and its people zook the place of his
lost love. He joined a Polish rising against the Russians. The rising
was crushed , and Prince Roman was taken prisoner. His relatives
and friends begged the military court to have mercy on him.

The president of the court received these appeals kindly. He
was a good Russian, but he was also a good-natured man. Russian
hatred of Poles® was not as fierce® at that time as it became later;
and the Russian felt sympathetic as soon as he saw the prince’ s
thin, tired, sun-burnt face.

The court of three officers sat in a bare room, behind a long
black table. Some clerks sat at the two ends, but no one else was
there when the guards brought in the prince.

Those four walls shut out from Prince Roman all sights and
sounds of freedom, all hopes of the future, all comforting thoughts.
How much love for Poland remained in him then? How much love of
life? He stood before his judges alone, having refused their permis-
sion to sit. He answered their first formal questions — his name and
so on — clearly and politely although he felt too weary* to talk.

1



Then the president of the court seemed to suggest how the
young man could best help himself. He asked questions in a way that
almost put the right answers in the prisoner’s mouth.

‘Didn’t your wife’s death drive you to despair? Wasn’ t your
mind unbalanced by that sad event?’

Prince Roman was silent.

“You were not fully responsible for your conduct, were you?’

Prince Roman was silent.

‘You made a sudden blind decision to join the rising. You
didn’ t realise that your actions were dangerous and dishonourable.
Isn’t that the truth of this unfortunate matter?’

The judges looked at the prisoner hopefully. In silence the
prince reached for a pen and some paper. He wrote: ‘I joined the
rising because 1 believe it was just.” He pushed the paper towards
the president, who took it and read it in silence.

Prince Roman was sentenced to hard work for life in the Siberi-
an’ salt mines. It was a sentence of delayed death.

When Czar Nicholas read the report and sentence, he added in
his own handwriting: ‘Make sure that this prisoner walks in chains
every step of the way to Siberia. ’

Total Wbrds 429 Time Finished
First Reading wWpPM*
SecondReading___ WPM
Notes:

1. Czar Nicholas [za:(r) 'nikalas] [R] ¥ 8 J& & hr #7 (1825 ~

* WPM B Words Per Minute 1% B &,
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. Pole [paul] n. 2 A

. fierce [fios] a. REEM . REM

. weary ['wiori] a. R

. Siberian [saibiora] a. B {AF| Y
. salt mine $£ 7 (IHBHF 1 B9 75)

A. Reading Comprehension

Choose the best answer according to the passage you have read .

1.

What does the passage tell us of Poland at the time?

a. It was ruled by Russia, and Poles served in the Russian army.
b. Russia was at war with Poland, so the Poles were enemies.
c. The Russians were very cruel rulers of Poland.

d. Polish officers in the Russian army had to return to Poland.

. Prince Roman joined the rising against the Russians. Finally, the

movement
a. succeeded
b. crushed Czar Nicholas

.c. failed

d. conquered the Russians

. At that time. Russian hatred of Poles

a. was extremely fierce

.b. was not as fierce as it became later.

¢. was fading away

d. none of the above

. How much love for Poland remained in the prince when he stood trial?

a. Not much, probably, after the failure of the rising.
b. As much as he had ever felt.
‘c. More than he had ever felt before.



d. The passage doesn’t suggest an answer to the question.
. Someone is asking you questions. If he puts the answer into your
mouth,
a. he quietly tells the right answer
b. he won’t let you answer the question
¢. you must think hard before answering
- d. he suggests in some way to answer that he wants
. The questions which the president asked show that
a. he wanted to learn the truth about the Polish rising
b. the court wanted the prince to admit his own guilt
-c. he was trying to find excuse for the prince’s conduct
d. Prince Roman was a weak person
. The judges looked at the prisoner “hopefully”. What were they
hoping for?
a. They hoped the prince answered “Yes”.
b. They hoped the prince answered “No”.
+c. They hoped the prince admitted his own guilt.
d. They hoped the prince told them the truth.
. In the trial, Prince Roman
a. was afraid to be responsible for his actions
b. blamed others for his actions
c. accepted responsibility for his actions
d. admitted his guilt
. Prince Roman was sentenced to
a. a huge fine
b. walking in chains every day
c. hard work for life in Siberia
- d. death
10. According to the passage, which of the following statements is
4



true?
. The judges were less sympathetic than Czar Nicholas.

a
b. Czar Nicholas was as kind as the judges.

]

. The judges were as cruel as Czar Nicholas.

=9

. Czar Nicholas was not as sympathetic as the judges.

Comprehension %

B. Vocabulary

Interpretation of the words and phrases underlined : Choose the
best answer .
1. When his young wife died, the prince left the army and returned
in sorrow to his native Poland.
a. in despair b. in sadness
c. in advance d. in brief

2. In time, love for his country and its people took the place of his

lost love.
a. replaced b. overwhelmed
- ¢. occupied d. defeated

3. He joined a Polish rising against the Russians:
a. advancing b. uprising
"c. organization d. movement

4. The rising was crushed, and Prince Roman was taken prisoner.
a. put down + b. knocked down
c. cut down d. set down

5. His relatives and friends begged the military court to have mercy

on him.
a. care b. cherish
¢. not punish .d. concern

6. He was a good Russian, but he was also a good-natured man.
5



a. warm-hearted b. good-humoured

c. weak-willed +d. kind-hearted
7. The court of three officers sat in a bare room.

a. almost empty +b. not more than

C. uncovering d. mere

8. “You made a sudden blind decision to join the rising. ”

a. unseen b. fast
“c. stupid d. firm
9. In silence the prince reached for a pen and some paper.
a. arrived at b. took
» ¢. brought d. looked for

10. Prince Roman was sentenced to hard work for life in the Siberi-

an salt mines.

a. stated - b. claimed
c. granted protection d. given punishment
Vocabulary_ %



2. Mysteries of the Stones
rEEBAY 1R

Time Started
It’s just a dot on a map of the Pacific. Just a piece of rock out
in the middle of nowhere!.
It was on Easter?, 1722, that a Dutch sea captain® first discov-
ered the island. When he and his men came ashore*, they couldn’t
believe what they saw there. Staring at them were not only island

people, but statues. Great stone faces over nine meters (thirty feet)
high lined the edge of the island®. Some were still standing. Some
lay on the ground, staring into the sky.

Who carved® these strange stone giants? The island people
didn’ t seem to know. The great faces had been there longer than
anyone could remember. But those who carved them did quite a
job. Each statue weighs up to fifty tons. They’re all carved out of
hard volcanic rock’.

Many faces are still only half-carved in the rock surface of a
mountain on the island. It’s as if those who did the carving stopped
suddenly. But who? And why? And when?

Could island people of long ago have carved the faces?

Thor Heyerdah!® thought so. Long after the Dutch sea captain
had sailed away, Heyerdahl came to Easter Island’. He found hun-
dreds of old stone tools at the foot of the mountain of half-carved
faces. He decided that island people had carved the stone giants

7



