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Preface

CUSPEA (China-U. S. Physics Examination and Application)
is a program of academic exchange and cooperation between the phy-
sics communities in the P, R. C. and the U. S. The program, which
started in 1980, is now in its seventh year and has become well
known among scientists and educators in China. I strongly support
the publication of this memorial issue to commemorate the program.

As an initiater, designer and sponsor of the program, Prof. T.
D. Lee has done a tremendous amount of detailed work, which has
taken valuable time away from his scientific research. His whole-
hearted commitment, conscientiousness, hard work and persistence
reveal his concern for the young and his love for his " motherland.
The physics professors who have participated in the program in U.
S. universities and the professors and their wives who have come to
China each year to conduct interviews have all contributed to the
enrollment and training of Chinese graduate students. This reflects
sincere friendship between the scientific and educational communities
in China and America. Over the last few years, the work of the
professors attached to the Chinese CUSPEA Committee and the
sponsoring institutions, the Graduate School of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences* and Peking University, has demonstrated their responsi-
bility and capability.

Almost 700 Ph. D. students have earolled in U. S. universities

through the CUSPEA Program. It’s a pleasure to see that all of

* i, e. Beijing Graduate School of the University of Science and Technology

of China.
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them have been working very hard and have done exceedingly welt
in their studies and that some of them have been or arc soon to be
awarded Ph. D. degrees and some have already returned home
working in China,

China is a great nation with a fine tradition of patriotism. Be-
ginning in the early days of this century, groups of ambitious young
people, inspired by the belief that “science saves the nation” went
overseas for study or research. Although conditions before Liberation
prevented them from completely realizing their hope, they made im-
portant contributions to the development of science and education in
China and to the prosperity of the Chinese people. The present si-
tuation in China is totally different from that period. Our task now
is to realize the four modernizations and vitalize China through so-
cialism. Deng Xiaoping recently said, “The crux of the four modern-
izations lies in the modernization of science and technology. With-
out advanced science and technology, it is impossible to modernize
agriculture industry and national defense; and without speedy deve-
lopment of science and technology, it is impossible to make further
and rapid advances in national economy.” He emphasized on seve-
ral occasions that the future of science lies with the young. There-
fore, if we say that the older generation of scientists expected to save
the nation through science, then the task of today’s young people is
to use their scientific knowledge and knowledge of scientific mana-
gement to construct China. In other words, science constructs the
nation, science enriches the nation, and science strengthens the na-
tion.

The present situation is in our favour both politically and
economically. And China is badly in need of young people with
vigor and high aspirations. Iearnestly hope that the CUSPEA students

will complete their studies in the shortest possible time and become
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the backbone elements in the construction of our motherland. There
is no denying the fact that at the present stage our economy is not
yet well developed and working conditions are considerably inferior
to those in the developed countries. However, it is precisely because
of these difficulties that we must go all out and exert every effort
to overcome them. I believe that the younger generation will certainly
surpass the older one. This young generation, including all
those studying in China and abroad. will usher in the new century;
it is certain to produce a galaxy of outstanding scientists, renowned
professors, engineers, agriculturalists, writers, medical doctors, spe-
cialists in various fields, and excellent economists, statesmen and so-
cial activists. 1 often forget my advanced age when I look forward
to the bright, flourishing and promising future.

The future of our motherland lies with the young!

Yan Jici
September, 1986
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