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1. Neil 1. Rudenstine’s Peking University Address
(March 23, 1998)

Good morning, everyone.

I come to you in the spirit of friendship and learning. This is
my first visit to China, so I am at the beginning of a voyage of dis-
covery — one that | have looked forward to for many years. Our u-
niversities, as well as our societies, have different cultures and tradi-
tions — and much still to learn about one another. At the same
time, we hold many things in common.

One of them — perhaps the most important — is our belief in
the power of education: a belief that all of us, through a devotion to
learning, can lead lives of value to the societies in which we live. In
this sense, I am visiting you today not as a representative of another
nation or culture, but as a fellow member of the international uni-
versity community concerned, like you, about the advancement of e-
ducation and knowledge within our own countries, but also across
national and cultural borders, in a spirit of true exchange.

This spring marks a special occasion not only for your universi-
ty, now 100 years old, but also for our own. Earlier this month, I
had the privilege of helping to inaugurate Harvard's Asia Center.
The Center represents a major new initiative — building on the
strong programs that already exist at Harvard — to think more
broadly and deeply about the many interconnections among countries
and cultures in Asia. Equally important, we wish to enlarge the av-
enues for mutual education and scholarly exchange between Asia and
the United States.

In fact, it was in 1887 that Mr. Francis Knight — an Ameri-
can who had been living for years in China — returned to his home
in Boston for an extended visit. He suggested — and Harvard agreed
- that our university should hire its first teacher of Mandarin Chi-
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nese. Mr. Knight returned to China and engaged the services of
Mr. Ko Kun-hua of Ningpo, who came, very bravely, to the
wilderness of Harvard in 1897 — with his wife and six small chil-
dren — to begin instruction in the elegant intricacies of your venera-
ble language. Fortunately, perhaps, we have little record of
whether our earliest students made any progress at all in their study
of Mandarin. But we do know that Harvard was not easily discour-
aged.

Quite the opposite: that modest beginning set in motion a ma-
jor venture, which continues powerfully to this day. For example,
we now offer intensive instruction in both Mandarin and Cantonese,
and nearly 500 Harvard students elect to study these languages each
year. In addition, more than 300 different academic courses across
Harvard relate to some aspect of Asian studies — including many on
Chinese history, literature, archaeology, economics, and many other
fields. Harvard is also fortunate to be home to the single largest university
library for East Asian research in the Western world: the * Harvard-
Yenching Library', founded in 1928, which contains approximately 880,
000 books, nearly half a million of them in Chinese.

These few examples, and many others that could be men-
tioned, show how strongly we are committed to a wider understand-
ing of China, and to a broader dialogue with colleagues in China on
other matters of common interest.

In my remaining time with you, I would like to focus on one
such matter, by discussing some of the major challenges confronting
institutions of higher education. 1 will focus on challenges facing
Harvard and other American universities — challenges that may not
be very different from some of those you are facing.

First, let me say something about the importance of what we
might refer to as “humane” learning. There has been growing pres-
sure, in the US and elsewhere, to demonstrate the value of universi-

ty education and research in terms of its direct, tangible economic
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henefits.

It is certainly important that university research contribute to
economic well being — as it surely does. And it is certainly impor-
tant that a university education help students to pursue useful and
satisfying work — as it does. At the same time, however, there is
much more to excellent education than can be measured in dollars or
in RMB. The best education not only helps us to be more productive
in our professions; it also makes us more reflective, more inquiring
and insightful, more complete and fulfilled human beings. It helps
scientists to appreciate the arts, and artists to appreciate sciences. It
helps us see connections across different fields of learning that we
otherwise might not grasp. It helps us to lead more interesting and
valuable lives: as individuals, and as members of our communities.

And so, at Harvard and elsewhere in the United States, we are
working exceptionally hard — under complicated conditions — to
sustain a tradition of what we call a “liberal education” in the arts
and sciences. Qur undergraduate students, during their four years in
residence, do extensively pursue a major field of study, whether in
chemistry, economics, political science, art, or some other disci-
pline. But they are also expected to study broadly across several dif-
ferent subjects — from moral sciences to literature, from history to
the study of other cultures. Most of Harvard’s undergraduate stu-
dents also spend a great deal of time on activities outside the class-
room: helping to provide social services to members of our neighbor-
ing communities, or writing for newspapers and journals, or playing
in orchestras or other musical groups. Indeed, relatively few of our
students embark on their actual professional training until they have
completed four years of undergraduate education in the liberal arts
and sciences.

This model is unusual compared to others in the world, and |
certainly do not suggest that it is suitable for all systems of higher e-

ducation — even for all colleges and universities in the United
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States. But behind the model lies a powerful philosophy: a strong
belief that a university education should stimulate our curiosity and
open our minds to new ideas and experiences. It should encourage us
to think about our unexamined assumptions, and about our values
and beliefs. That is one reason we study the philosophy, customs,
and ways of life of other countries and cultures. In doing so, we not
only learn more about other peoples, but also about ourselves. Such
learning presents a difficult educational challenge, but one that rep-
resents an ideal to which we can all aspire.

In a similar vein, let me emphasize the importance of what in
the US we refer to as “basic” or “fundamental” research. By that 1
mean research which is not undertaken with a particular practical
application in mind, but that is rooted in the passion which we all
share to understand nature, and human nature, at the deepest possi-
ble level. Universities certainly have a responsibility to produce use-
ful knowledge. But useful knowledge can take a great many differ-
ent forms.

Without a commitment to intensive research at the most funda-
mental level — driven by our curiosity and our sheer desire to learn
— many inventions of immense social and human value would never
have been discovered. Our universities have played a critical role in
this process throughout the course of this century, and I believe we
must continue to stress basic research as a high priority in the centu-
ry ahead — not only in American universities, but also in an increas-
ingly cooperative way throughout the world.

‘That brings me to another major challenge I want to stress: the
need to adapt our universities to a world where so many fields of
learning, as well as so many important societal problems, have obvi-
ous international dimensions — and where the search for new in-
sights can benefit from the collaborative efforts of knowledgeable
scholars around the globe.

How can we manage rapid changes in the global economy, so
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that we can minimize the dangers and difficulties that have the po-
tential to affect all of us? How do we prevent the spread of terrible
infectious diseases? Given the major changes in the international
landscape in recent yvears, how can we build a framework for a
durable peace in the future? These and many other questions can be
intelligently addressed only if we strengthen our capacity to work to-
gether across traditional academic borders, and across traditional na-
tional and regional boundaries. We are fortunate that advances in in-
formation technology make it easier now than ever before to commu-
nicate with colleagues who live and work in distant places. At the
same time, there is often no real substitute for the power of direct,
sustained, face-to-face exchange among knowledgeable people of
good will.

Such exchanges can and must be carried out in many forums —
government, business, and others. Qur universities, however, have
a special role that is increasingly significant: we can work to create
“neutral spaces” for serious discussion, based on a shared commit-
ment to free inquiry, to rigorous research and analysis, and to open
dialogue.

This leads me to my final point — the last of the challenges I
want to highlight this morning. This is the challenge of ensuring the
openness and inclusiveness of university communities.

During the passed few decades in particular, Harvard and many
other American universities have taken significant steps to open their
doors even more widely to people from many different walks of life:
talented men and women from a broad mix of racial, ethnic, eco-
nomic, religious, and other backgrounds, as well as from nations
around the world. We have made progress. But we stil| face many
problems in this effort, and we will have to work increasingly hard
to sustain and extend it.

This kind of experiment in diversity and murual understanding

is complicated and often very difficult. At least at first, it can some-
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times lead to greater social fragmentation. It can involve all the pain
and struggle that comes from misunderstanding. But the longer-
term rewards of extending ourselves in this way can be very great in-
deed — particularly when the stakes are so high, and when the al-
ternative may be greater and greater conflict, on a planet that is al-
ready very crowded, and has witnessed more than its share of con-
flict over the centuries.

So let those of us in our universities join together — with others
around the world — in an open and vigorous exchange of opinions.
Let us do our best to reconcile differences that remain. lLet us en-
courage collaborative contacts between our students as well as the
members of our faculties. Let us work to make our libraries, muse-
ums, and other academic resources widely accessible. Perhaps most
important, let us welcome one another in a spirit of respect, ener-
getically pursuing the ideals of openness, free inquiry, and the free
exchange of ideas that lie at the heart of the search for new knowl-
edge and deeper understanding. In this important effort, we must

succeed — because we cannot afford to fail.

Notes:
1. Wi 4 0R

Exercises

I. Short Answer Questions.

1. What do you know about Harvard University? Try to say
something about its location, history, and its importance in
the academic world.

2. What is your idea about the role of university education in
today and tomorrow's society?

w

. On what occasion did Mr. Rudenstine deliver this speech?
. What is the purport of his speech?

W

Why did he say in para 4 that this spring marks a special oc-



casion for “their” own, too?
Can you say something that may show the historical linkage
or contact between Harvard University and China.
Explain in your own words the following notions as men-
tioned in Mr. Rudenstine’s speech.

1) humane learning 2) liberal education

3) basic/fundamental research 4) neutral spaces

. What are the major challenges confronting today’s universi-

ties worldwide?

. How to face the challenges? What is Mr. Rudenstine’s solu-

tion as indicated in what ‘he called on the universities

throughout the world to do?

10. In general, Mr. Rudenstine’s speech is indeed well writ-

ten. His language is smooth, concise and effective, as is the
typical style of a public speech. Try to find proof, both in
diction and structure, for this from within the passage.

II. True or False.

1.

Mr. Rudenstine, President of Yale University, delivered
this speech to honor the centennial anniversary of Peking U-

niversity.

- Mr. Rudenstine had, for many times, visited China before

he delivered his speech.

. Mr. Ko Kun-hua was the first teacher of the Chinese lan-

guage in the history of the Harvard University.

. In Mr. Rudenstine’s understanding, it is fortunate that the

earliest Harvard students made little progress in their study

of Mandarin.

- Harvard-Yenching Library is the largest university library

for East Asia research in the world.

. Harvard-Yenching Library was founded in 1929 at the re-

quest of Mr. Francis Knight.



7 As one of Mr. Rudenstine’s opinions, it is easy to measure
the value of university education and research in amounts of
money .

8. Basic or fundamental research is research that is undertaken
with no particular practical application in purpose.

9. Mr. Rudenstine argues in this speech that the Harvard mod-
el of liberal education is suitable for all other colleges and u-
niversities.

10. In its early years, Harvard University only offers intensive
instruction in Cantonese, but now it offers instruction in
Mandarin also.

II1. Translate from English to Chinese.

1. There has been growing pressure, in the US and elsewhere,
to demonstrate the value of university education and re-
search in terms of its direct , tangible economic benefits.

2 The best education not only helps us to be more productive
in our professions, it also makes us more reflective, more
inquiring and insightful, more complete and fulfilled human
beings.

3. Indeed, relatively few of our students embark on their actual
professional training until they have completed four years of
undergraduate education in the liberal arts and sciences.

4. In a similar vein, let me emphasize the importance of what
in the US we refer to as “basic” or “fundamental” research.
By that I mean research which is not undertaken with a par-
ticular practical application in mind, but that is rooted in the
passion which we all share to understand nature, and human
nature, at the deepest possible level.

5. That brings me to another major challenge I want to stress:
the need to adapt our universities to a world where so many
fields of learning, as well as so many important societal

problems, have obvious international dimensions.
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Given the major changes in the international landscape in re-
cent years, how can we build a framework for a durable
peace in the future?

. we can work to create “neutral spaces” for serious dis-
cussion, based on a shared commitment to free inquiry, to

rigorous research and analysis, and to open dialogue.

. We have made progress. But we still face many problems in

this effort, and we will have to work increasingly hard to

sustain and extend it.

. This kind of experiment in diversity and mutual understand-

ing is complicated and often very difficult. At least at first,
it can sometimes lead to greater social fragmentation. It can
invelve all the pain and struggle that comes from misunder-

standing.

10. Let us welcome one another in a spirit of respect, energeti-

cally pursuing the ideals of openness, free inquiry, and the
free exchange of ideas that lie at the heart of the search for

new knowledge and deeper understanding.

Blank-filling.
rigorous, engage, embark on, devote to, represent,

inclusive, venture, inaugurate, adapt to, mix

1.
2.

. As a mother she is

He has now a journey to India.

When you go to a new country, you must yourself
new manners and customs.

[ will myself to manage the business if you will
to provide the capital.

. Tom owes me §$3, 100, of interest.

Many young people in China now like to work in joint

her children; as a wife she is

her husband.

. The invention of the internal combustion engine a
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new era in travel.

The painting a hunting scene.

9. Our university should give more respect to those professors

who are undertaking science researches.

10. The teaching staff of our department indicates a broad

of education backgrounds.

V. Multiple Cheice.
1. The conference ended with many questions actually not

10

A) dealt B) touched
C) coped D) addressed
. He has now embarked a new business undertaking.
A) on B) in
C) with D)from
. Did you benefit much your holiday and feel better
afterwards?
A) from B) out
C) with D) for

. Despite many differences on some issues, China and US do

have a lot interests in

A) similar B) same
C) common D) both
. Compared other students in his class, John is rather
tolerate.
A) to B) in
C) against D) with
so doing we not only do good to others but also to
ourselves.
A) Upon B) With
C) In D) Along
. You must arrive here on time, , you may miss the

fist bus to town.



