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B
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance
especially as Waterfowl Habitat

(Ramsar, 2.2.1971 as amended by the Protogol of 3.12.1982
and the Amendments of 28.5.1987®

The Contracting Parties,

Recognizing the interdependence of Man and his environment;

Considering the fundamental ecological functions of wetlands as regulators of water regimes and as
habitats supporting a characteristic flora and fauna, especially waterfowl;

Being convinced that wetlands constitute a resource of great economic, cultural, scientific, and
recreational value, the loss of which would be irreparable;

Desiring to stem the progressive encroachment on and loss of wetlands now and in the future;

Recognizing that waterfow] in their seasonal migrations may transcend frontiers and so should be re-
garded as an international resource;

Being confident that the conservation of wetlands and their flora and fauna can be ensured by com-
bining far-sighted national policies with co-ordinated international action

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

1. For the purpose of this Convention wetlands are areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water, whether
natural or artificial, permanent or temporary, with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or
salt, including areas of marine water the depth of which at low tide does not exceed six metres.

2. For the purpose of this Convention waterfowl are birds ecologically dependent on wetlands.
Article 2

1. Each Contracting Party shall designate suitable wetlands within its territory for inclusion in a List
of Wetlands of International Importance, hereinafter referred to as “the List” which is maintained by the
bureau established under Article 8.The boundaries of each wetland shall be precisely described and also
delimited on a map and they may incorporate riparian and coastal zones adjacent to the wetlands, and is-

lands or bodies of marine water deeper than six metres at low tide lying within the wetlands, especially

®  Certified copy Paris, 13 July 1994, Director, Office of International Standards and Legal Affairs United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cullural Organization ( UNESCO)



