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* How to Be a Successful Language L.earner?

“Learning a language is easy. Even a child can do it!”

Most adults who are learning a second language would disagree
with this statement. For them, learning a language is a very diffi-
cult task. They need hundreds of hours of study and practice, and
even this will not guarantee success for every adult language learner.

Language learning is different from other kinds of learning.
Some people who are very intelligent and success{ul in their ficlds find
it difficult to succeed in language learning. Conversely, some people
who are success{ul language learner.s: find it difficult to succeed in oth-
er fields.

Language teachers often offer advice to language learners: “Read
as much as you can in the new language.” “Practice speaking the lan-
guage every day.” *Live with people who speak the language.”
“Don’t translate — try to think in the new language.” “Learn as a
child would learn; play with the language.”

But what does a successful language learner do? Language learn-

ing research shows that successful language learners are similar in

.1.



many ways.

First of all, successful language learners are independent learn-
ers. They do not depend on the book or the teacher; they discover
their own way to learn the language. Instead of waiting for the
teacher 1o explain, they try to find the patterns and the rules for
themselves. They are good guessers who ook for clues and form their
own cenclusions. When they guess wrong, they guess again. They
try to learn from their mistakes. . ,

Successful language learning is active learning. Therefore, suc-
cessful léarners do not wait for a chance to use the language; they
look for such a chance. They {ind people who speak the language and
they ask these people to correct them when they make a mistake.
They will try anything to communicate. They are not afraid to repeat
what they hear or to say strange things; they are willing to make mi-
stakes and try again. When communication is difficult, they can ac-
cept information that is inexact or incomplete. It is more important
for them to learn to think in the language than to know 'the meaning
of every word. _

Finally, successful language learners are learners with a pur-
pose. They want to learn the language because they are interested in
the language and the people who speak it. It is necessary for them to
learn the language in order to communicate with these people and to
learn from them. They find it easy to practice using the language
regularly because they want to learn with it.

What kind of language learner are you? If you are a successful
language learner, you have probably been learning independently, ac-
tively, and purposefully. On the other hand, if your language learn-
ing has been less than successful, you might do well to try some of

the techniques outlined above.
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New Words

successful [sok'sesful | .
adult ['i{‘d.\lt] n.

a.
disagree [ disa'gri:] vi.

Jstatement |

[ 'steitmant ] n.
/ guarantee [ geeran'tiz] n./vt.
. intelligent [in'telidgant] a.
conversely [ 'konvasli) ad .

similar { 'simila] a.

independent | indi'pendant] «.

pattern [ 'patn] n.

guesser ['gesa] n.
clue [kKu] ».

conclusion [ kan'kluzon] n .

communicate [ ko'mjuinikeit] wi.

vt .

communication

(koymjuni'keifan] n.

inexact [ inig'zaekt) a.
incomplete [ inkam'plit] a.
purpose [ 'pa:pas] n.
regularly [ 'regjulali] ad .
purposei:ully [ 'parpasfuli] ad .
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technique (tek ' nik, . LLH R 2 e, F2
outline {'autla'm]ﬁ of fﬁ‘fﬁ,ﬁfﬂﬁ"i
" MR K94, B

Phrases and Expressions

to disagree with . B9, K-8
first of all gk, ¥
o depend on wH, e K-
be willing to HE, LB
be interested in FORERY - BN
on the other hand AR R |

Word Study

. disagree

v AFVE, BB A -5
disagrec 3 i A} with B &R 510 A—-8.
Bill and I often disagree but we’ re good friends.
R fak e u A ik, BRI R,
They disagrec amoag themselves.
i 71 2 1] B 0B
I disagreed with him.

BEAREHOEL.

2. guarantee

n. PRk, #18
I give my guarantee that he will be here tomorrow.
KRB R 2R XE
The watch has a two-vear guarantee.
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BRRFRARBWE,
ut. BRiE, 8
Nobody can guarantee good weather.
WL A HEAR UL K S o
The TV set is guaranteed for one year.

XERRILRE —F,

3. adult

n. RAE A
She is no longer a child. She is an adult now.
WAHRREFY. BRERETHEAT.

a. BUAEHR, REAH
An adult lion knows how to protect its babies.

KA ME W R P RS T

4. sueceed

oo W, RRAR LT
succeed 5 in ], WA HFEL AR BB ERMEESR
. succeed AT HEHMBIAE R, “BWHRBRID” AEL 1 wish
vou succeed, % 1 wish vou success.,
If you do not succeed at {irst, you must try again.
MR —H WA, RLFFR—K.
[f he succeeds in finding a job, he will tell us.

BRAWE B RA T I M, o EFRI1M,

5. outline
Tor. BEEE, RHIEBEA

The method 1 outline below is the one 1 have fonnd most success-

ful.
T RS Y Ak AR AR R — R



