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Nature, Writing and the Study of Chinese Poetry in the West
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Abstract  Modern scholarship in the West has been marked by
a “linguistic turn” in philosophical inquiry and cultural studies. In
sinology or Chinese studies, cultural differences between China and
the West are often traced to some fundamental difference in language
and thinking, exerting a strong influence on the way Chinese lan-
guage, writing, and literature are conceived in the West, which in
turn consolidates the argument for the radical difference between

Chinese and Western traditions. Through a brief examination of the
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origin of such an East — West dichotomy and the discussion of tradi-
tional Western views on language and writing, especially the idea of
the “Book of Nature”, the author puts in question such cultural rel-
ativism and the theoretical argument that dichotomizes Chinese and

Western languages and cultures.
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