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Abstract: A Cultural Study on Relationships Between Religion Folk-
lore and Certain Motifs of Chinese Ancient Novels.

The cross — discipline and cross — nation studies on literature history
have been focused on present academic circles. However, in comparison
with studies on folklore and myth, the study on motifs of Chinese ancient
novels is quite insufficient, let alone the widely positive study. In such a
case, this dissertation attempts to do a monographic study on motifs of
Chinese ancient novels in which the cross - culture origin of motifs is
traced back and the investigations between motifs and religions, folk cus-
toms are emphasized. Apart from the preface and the conclusion, this dis-
seriation consists of twelve chapters, totally 360, 000 words .

In preface, Concept and Current Research Situation of Motif, the
dissertation, specifically define concepts of motif and theme that are suit-
able for Chinese literature; then briefly introduces five research stages of
thematology and their respective features in the 20th century; and finally,
from five aspects, exhaustively cites the research practice and achieve-
ments of motifs in Chinese ancient novels.

As follows, from the views of religion, folk customs and cross — cul-
ture, the dissertation seeks for the cultural connotations of Chinese an-
cient novel’ s motifs respectively. In Chapter One, the motif Disasters of
Tree God is concemed. From the points such as influence of Buddhist
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Seriptures, Taoist prohibition on tree cutting and the biological conscious-
ness for Tree God, the dissertation probes into ancient people’ s intro-
spection on tree cutting. In Chapter Two, the motif Bullion Variations is
dealt with. With studies on the variation idea in Buddhist Scriptures,
monetary system and social customs of digging hidden treasures, the dis-
sertation surveys reasons for the prosperity of this motif and its ethical im-
plications. In Chapter Three, the motif Betraying Oneself in Sleep is con-
sidered. The dissertation focuses on relationship between ideas of Bud-
dhist samsara, national variation and the narration of heros’ fortune. In
Chapter Four, the motif Animal Worship is studied. The dissertation de-
lineates the leading functions of animals’ descriptions and rabbit worship
in Buddhist Scriptures for the change of heros’ fate. In Chapter Five,
the motif Holy Edict is dealt with. The dissertation not only demonstrates
that the two series of novels in which Holy Edict played a valid or an in-
valid role were restricted by orthodox ideas, but also lists presentation of
worship for classical Taoist and folk religious works in novels that mainly
told the rebellions. In Chapter Six, for the motif Mysterious Object of
Prophecy, the dissertation mainly searches for predicting functions of mys-
terious objects and their formation . In Chapter Seven, the motif
Vengeance in Medieval Translation of Buddhist Scriptures is concemed.
The influence of vengeance in Medieval Translation of Buddhist Seriptures
over the same motif in Chinese novels is analyzed in detail. In Chapter
Eight, the motif Seduction and Malign is taken into account. The disser-
tation compares the female weakness and sexual culture features, which
were reflected both in foreign and Chinese novels of the same motif. In
Chapter Nine, the motif Spouse ~ seeking of Barbaric Women is dis-
cussed. The dissertation reveals that the writers of Han Nation have repor-
trayed the images of different nation women . In Chapter Ten, the motif
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Island Giant is considered. On the basis of the folklore about giant fish,
the paper discusses the prejudice which the folk customs of people in
southeast sea coasts hold upon the overseas.

Chapter Eleven mainly summarizes ancient Chinese people’ s origin
~ tracing practice for motifs, and Chapter Twelve lists lots of causes for
the formation of motif in novels. In conclusion, firstly the dissertation
looks back on the introduction and rejuvenation processes of thematology
theory, then discusses the shocks which the achievements of motif study
have made upon the research patters of present literary history, puts for-
ward some supplement for previous studies on famous works and writers,
points out some deficiencies of this model, and finally makes prospects for
further study on motif in the new century.
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