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Being a man / has atways been / dangerous. / There are about / 105 males / born. for every 100 fernales, but

this ratio / draps to near balance / at the age of maturity, / and among 70 — year - olds / there are twice as many
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women as men. / But the great universal of male moriality / is being changed. / Now, / boy babies / survive / al-
most as well as girl babies do. / This means that, / for the first time, / there will be an excess of boys / in those
crucial years / when they are searching for a mate. / More important, / another chance for natural selection / has
been removed. / Fifty years ago, / the chance of a baby (particularly a boy) surviving / depended an its weight. /
A kilogram too light / or too heavy / meant almost certain death, / Today / it makes almost no difference. / Since
rmuch of the variation / is due to genes, / one more agent of evolution / has gone.

EHRRITFEIER. WRBREH A DHRERE 8, R U H LR, F LY SRR
MY PGS EHTHRE 158 20 05, BEANETHMAT USRI LS HER, H— T ARMOEERE
FEL BT EARE 9 T B B A KB T B, 2R RIS, —E SRR, SRR R,

BT WREAERE RS

S B A P SR A R R R SR T R A i
— REBFRARS TSR,

EEBEMEERTE LN —FEY, TR EHARAMN S AR, EREOHBFTRE.
. The passage is mainly about
. What does the passage mawnly discuss?

- What is the main topic / idea / subject / purpose of this passage?

1
2
3
4. The author’ s purpose in writing this passage 1s
5. Which of the following best states the theme of the passage?
6. The main idea of this passage may be':t-—l;e expressed as
7. The passage appears to be a digest of
HER, B EHERF L R L EE— 1 R, ﬁL%EE‘@E“} —Fh.
{. Which of the following would be the most appropriate title for this passage?
2. The passage would best be entitled as _
TEEIEE 0T, LR E S T RE k.
(1998 F B, REXEELH)

Scattered around the globe are mare than 100 small regions of isolated volcanic activity known to geologists as

hat spots. Unlike mast of the world’s volcanoes, they are not always found at the boundaries of the great drifting
plates that make up the earth’s surface; on the contrary, many of them lie deep in the interior of 2 plate. Most of
the hot spots move only slowly, and in some cases the movernent of the plates past them has lefr trails of dead volra-
noes. The hot spots and their volcanic trails are milestones that mark the passage of the plates.

That the plates are moving is now beyond dispute. Aflrica and South America, for example, are moving away
from each other as newlmaterial is injected into the sea floor between them. The complementary coastlines and cer-
1ain geological features that seem to span the ocean are reminders of where rhe two continents were once joined. The
relative motion of the plates carrying these continents has been constructed in detail, but the motion of one plate
with respect to another cannot readily be translated info motion with respect to the earth’s interior. It is not possible
10 determine whether both continents are moving in opposite directions or whether one continent is stationary and
the other is drifting away from it. Hot spots, anchored in the deeper layers of the earth, provide the measuring in-
struments needed 10 resolve the question. From an analysis of the hot — spot population it appears that the African
plate is stationary and that it has not moved during the past 30 million years.

The significance of hot spots is not confined to their role as a frame of reference. It now appears that they also
have an important influence on the genphysical processes that propel the plates across the globe. When a continental
plate comes 1o rest over a hot spot, the material rising from deeper layers creates a broad dome. As the dome grows,

2



it develops deep fissures {cracks); in at least a few cuses the continent may break entirely along some of these fis-
sures, so that the hot spot initiates the formation of a new ocean. Thus just as earlier theories have explained the
mobility of the continents, so hot spots may explain their mutability (inconstancy}.

The passage is mainly about o
A. the features of voleanic activities
B. the importance of the theory about drifting plates
C. the significance of hot spots in geophysical studies

D. the process of the formation of volcances

FHERRC, XMB-BMA LSRRG T REARE 9 T4 K Scarcered around the globe are more
than 100 smal! regions of isolated volcanic activity known to geologists as hot spots. FR TR IL$gH L E M 10, &
—RN FHRM P X (hot spot) IIBE . RN, EEES B %5 B3 W . The hot spots and their vol-
canic trails are milestones that mazk the passage of the plates. BB 4, hot spot W LD RIEHIZ S EE,

BEXER RN & (EERAEL, RN BH LRI TN BE, SFELSEMIEN, 4
B S B 45 From an analysis of the hot — spot population it appears that the African plate is stationary and that it
has not moved during the past 30 million years. 1 HE T M 5648 o 3 K B &k ) 0 07 6T 2L 55 0B EME BRI R
ETAEPETSISEE.

XEZEZBRFLIHREMES, The signilicance of hot spots is not confined to their role as a frame of refer-

ence. It now appears that they also have an important influence on the geophysical processes that propel the plates

across the globe I HMP BT UK FELRLEY, HHTR, KX FEiTibl HENRARRP R T
M,

FE—FIERERP, FEEE LT ER AN S B BERDEY ERNRELXNELE, BESXPH
MY RE B FIEH — Bk, - LR, EXFEE CE R, M- P BERSE TR RRE T,
FFY Topic Sentence, R B # TS, X B fiR i % % A £ 19 A, R FLX R # SO B i & BH #
HIELER LA — R R, HE B CENERLE,

FHMTEHIRCEE R,

Believe it or not, optical illusion (B§#) can cut highway crashes.

Japan is a case in point. It has reduced antomobile crashes on some roads by nearly 75 percent using a simple

optical illusion. Bent strips, called chevrons { A ), painted on the roads make drivers think that they are driv-
ing faster than they really are, and thus drivers slow down.

Now the American Automnobile Associatian Foundations for Traffic Safety in Washington D). C.

i planning to
repeat Japan’s sucress, Starting next year, the

foundation will paint chevrons and other parterns of stripes on select-
ed roads around the country to test how well 1he patterns reduce highway crashes.,

Excessive speed plays a major role in as much as one lifty of all fatal traffic accidents, according to the founda-

tion, Toe help reduce those accidents, the foundation will conduet its tests in areas where speed ~ related hazards are

the greatest—curves, exit slopes, traffic circles, and bridges.
Some studies suggest that straight, horizontal bars painted across roads can initially cut the average speed of
drivers in half. However, traffic often returns

painted bars.

Chevrons, scientists say,

to full speed within months as drivers become used 1o seeing the

not only give drivers the impression that they arc driving faster than they really are

but also make a lane appear to be narrower. The result is a longer lasting reduction of highway speed and the number
of traffic accidents.

The passage mainly discusses

A. a new way of highway speed cantrol B. a new pattern for painting highways

" C. a new approach to training drivers D. a new type of aptical iflusion
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Why does cream go bad faster than buiter? Some researchers think they have the answer, and it comes down to
the structure of the food, not its cherical composition—a finding that couid help rid some processed foods of chemi-
cal preservatives,

Cream and butter contain pretty much the same substances, so why cream should sour much faster has heen a
mystery. Both are emulsions—tiny globules of one liquid evenly distribured throughout another. The difference lies
in what’s in the globules and what’s in the surrounding liquid, says Brocklehurst, who led the investigarion.

In cream fatty globules drift about in a sea of water. In butter, globules of a watery solution are locked away in
a sea of fat. The bacteria which make the food go bad prefer to live in the warery regions of the mixture. "This
means that in cream, the bacteria are free to grow throughout the mixture,” he says.

When the situation is reversed, the bacteria are locked away in compartments buried deep in the sea of far.
Trapped in this way, individual colonies cannot spread and rapidly run out of nutrients. They also slowly poison
themselves with their waste products. o butter, you get a self — limiting system which stops the bacteria grow-
ing, " says Brocklehurst.

The researchers are already working with food companics keen 1o see if their products can be made resistant to
bacierial attack through alterations to the food’ s structure. Brocklehurst believes it will be possible to make the

emulsions used in salad cream, for instance, more like that in butter. The key will be to do this while keeping the

salad cream liquid and not turning it into a solid lump.

XEREEFEAEHRNH AHBEHMERSTHR ISR,

ﬁﬁ%iﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ*ﬁiﬁtﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁS{E‘Jﬁﬁa’l, BTN trigger word. 1, however,
nonetheless, but, nevertheless, on the contrary, still. .., The new findings are dramatically different. . . 2% . K
REMLY RN EXERREFLRHANANDS, HEEERLECENEA, #In T WX R S ERR
BHILABBAER,

Have you ever considered what an important part work plays in our general lifestyle? For most of us, our jobs
are the main things that motivate and direct us, and around which we arganize our lives. Perhaps this stress on work
began with our Puritan forebears, who believed that the best way to serve (God was through honest hard work, or
perhaps our fundamental belief in work stems from a time when this country was young and we needed people who
believed in hard work to catry out the arduous business of picneering. Whatever the teason, it is undeniable that
work is important to us. Think abour the situation that arises when you meet someone and try 1o learn more about
him or her. An early question is very frequently something such ss, “What do you do?” or “Where do you work?"
This kind of question usually follows “What"s your name?” and is now so common with us that we do not stop to
wonder why we ask it.

But, you know, it is very possible that in the future the question will disappear, and we might very well ask in-
stead, “What do you play?”

Computers and other technological equipment are making jobs more automated and less persohally demanding.
Scientists tell us that one day in the foresceable future, very few people will have to work. Our society will be run by
computers and we will have a great deal more free time, so that our games will become more important than our
jobs.

At the beginning of this century, almost everybody believed in work. But by the end of this century, we might

he thinking quite differently. Today, people are divided into social classes in accordance with the types of work they
4



do; tomorrow, it is more rthat hkely we will be divided according to the types of games we play.

This change in the use of our iime may give rise (0 a new race of therapists called “fun specialists, ” who will filt
the same functions 2= our current career specialists. They will show us how to get the most fun and enjoyment out of
our leisure time, Someday people will no longer be known primarily by the work they do.

What is the main idea of the passage?

A. Work plays an important part in our general lifestyle.

B. It is very possible that game will replace work as the most important part iz our life.

C. People are divided into social classes in accordance with the types or work they do.

D. Game players know how to get the most fun and enjoyment out of our leisure time.

FHERRB ARSABLELBELSNA LT A AETHE -BER, UERART AN TR
MEFRHERE ERMAHETERSRAX RBEE LHIT. EHE-BHFL, EEHSFA but W%
¥, 3l T WX AEE

BHIOTEIRXET - Mt &2 MEm e,

Conventional wisdom about conflict scems pretty much cut and dried. Too litle conflict breeds apathy{# #)
and stagnation( S ¥ }. Too much conflict leads to divisiveness (534) and hestility. Moderate levels of conflict,
however, can spark creativity and motivate people in a healthy and competitive way.

Recent research by Professor Charles R. Schwenk, however, suggests that the optimal level of conflict may be
more complex to determine than these simple generalizations. He studied perceptions of conflict among a sample of
executives, Some of the executives worked for profir — seeking organizations and others for not — for — profit organi-
zations,

Somewhat surprisingly, Schwenk found that opinions abour conflict varied systematically as a function of the
type of organization. Specifically, managers in not - for — profit organizations strongly believed that conflict was
beneficial to their organizarions and that it promoted higher quality decision making than might be achieved in the
absence of conflict.

Managers of for — profit organizations saw a different picture. They believed that conflict generally was damag-
ing and usually led to poor - quality decision making in their organizations. Schwenk interpreted these results in
terms of the criteria for effective decision making suggested by the executives. In the profit — seeking organizations,
decision — making effectiveness was most often asseased in financial terms. The executives believed that consensus
rather than conflict enhanced financial indicators.

In the not — for - profit organizations, decision - making effectiveness was defined from the perspective of satia-

fying constituents. Given the cotnplexities and ambiguities associated with satisfying many diverse constituents exec-
utives perceived that conflict led to more considered and acceptable decisions,
In the eyes of the author, conventional opinion on conflict is .
A, oversimplified B. misleading

C. wrong D. unclear

FHERE A, TP B AT BT T 0 2 X I B R LR, HEHERLREEEH conven-
tionat ~iﬂﬁﬁiﬁ;§tiﬁ@“‘ﬁ%‘#ﬁ&!ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ—'ﬂﬁ,ﬁiﬂ%ﬁtXﬁﬁ‘]ﬁ?ﬁo B EXRE_BMNE—H),
AWHT P47 %19 however, RRE— B R0 WS ERE SRR N, BRI LB, Re-
cent research by Professor Charles R. Schwenk, however, suggests that the optirnal level of conflict may be mare
complex to determine than these simple generalizations. B! Schwenk HEFEHHTRERS, o RTEEHERSE
R IEAL FE L 8 B0 A T LA 52, EEMISE R TRk,

A REE BN R, TR Eg, fEBIT RIS, B0 E W, Tl 540 18, BTy
FiESIHEM, iiiﬁﬁ'%EbT"f’F#?ﬁT")Ii@Hii‘?é?%‘%ﬁ,ﬁ%ﬂﬁ%ﬂ.ﬂ*f?f?*ﬁ@f&ﬂﬁiﬁa % 2
RHNAR, ROEE IS5 R, ERFE LA ARE,. B ERE, R PR THBEE L
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N GF, WES WA R LK EE TR NEGE, Fim 1999 FHME X EBXHEFLM I
15 a rough world owt there. Step ourside and you could break a leg slipping on your doormat. Light up the stove and
you could burn down the house. Luckily, if the doormat or stove failed 1o wam of coming disaster, a successful law-
suit might compensate you for your troubles. Or so the thinking has gone since the eatly 1980s, when juries began
holding more companies liable for rheir customers’ misfortunes. 3 JLA] 3 R e Ay £ 58, EM A& s,
S5 IR B L A R S 2R, 1 T, Tawsuit, compensate, hold. ., liable for &, AT X EARAFHTF—E T
B, 3T AR I 6 B T TR, 1999 4RSI X & UK B A A Sk, B« When a Scottish re-
search team startled the world by revealing 3 months ago that it had cloned an adult sheep, President Clinton moved
swiftly. .. RIRUA TG PEEFHBE, BRI P HRAL done, ML REE, A XHAEBRAFEAR
— RE—HEEVN LR,

Mo, £ BT ATLGELL B4 -FhoTRR, BB R e e E— FmE—B BE—B. B
SR AEETOM. REEMMIEEPHEMEENEN —REN,. W FEE R AR REE, B
MR, MM 19 EE - TE,

Science has long had an uneasy relationship with other aspects of culture. Think of Gallileo's 17th - century
trial for his rebelling helief before the Catholic Church or poet Witliar Blake s harsh remarks against the mechanistic
worldview of Isaac Newton. The schism between science and the humanities has, if anything, deepened in this cen-
tury.

Until recently. the scienrific cormunity was so powerful that it coul afford to ignore its crities—but no
longer. As funding for science has declined, scientists have attacked “antiscience” in several hooks, notably Higher
Superstition, by Paul R. Gross, a biclogist at the University of Virginia, and Norman Levitt, 2 mathematician at
Rutgers University; and The Demon ~ Haunted Worid + by Carl Sagan of Cornell University.

Defenders of science have also voiced their concetns at meeting such as “The Flight from Science and Reason, ”

held in New York City in 1995, and “Science in the Age of (Mis}informarion, "
Buffalo.

which assembied last June near

Antiscience clearly means different things to different people. Gross and Levitt find fault primarily with sociolo-
gists, philosophets and other academics who have questioned science’s objectivity. Sagan is more concerned with
those who believe in ghosts, creationism and other phenomena that contradict the scientific worldview.

A survey of news stories in 1996 reveals that the antiscience tag has been attached to many other groups as

well, from authorities who advocated the elimination of the last remaining stocks of smallpox virus to Republicans

who advocated decreased funding for basic research.

Few would dispute that the term applies to the Unabomber, whose manifesto, published in 1995, scorns sci-

ence and longs for return to a pretechnological utepia. But surely that does nor mean environmentalists concerned

about uncontrolled industrial growth are antiscience, as an essay in US News & World Report last May seemed to
suggest.

The environmentalists, inevitahly, respond 1o such critics. The true enemies of science, argues Paul Ehrlisch of

Stanford University, a pioneer of environmental studies, are those who guestion the evidence supporting global
warming, the depletion of the ozone layer and ather consequences of industrial growth.

Indeed, some observers fear that the antiscience epithet is in danger of becoming meaningless. “The term ‘an-
tiscience’ can lump together 100 many, quite different things, " notes Harvard University philosopher Gerals Holton
in his 1993 work Science and Anti - Science. “T hey have in common only ene thing that they tend to annoy or
threaten those who regard themselves as more enlightened. ”

Paragraphs 2 and 3 are written to

A. discuss the cause of the decline of science’s power

B. show the author's sympathy with scientists
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C. explain the way in which science develops

D. exetaplify the division of sctence and the humanitie
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W CHTHEEEIE LS., (The schism berween science and the humanities has, if anything, deepened
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1. A What, Which, Who, Where 38 MiF3 SM I, Mm.

Whar were things like in 1980 when accidents happened?

What is the myth concerning giant dams?

Which of the following about the BBC is not mentioned as the key issue?

What is exceptionally remarkable about a child?

2. DA e oy BB T 2 A, S L A T 205 S 3 B R G A R4 .

We learn from the beginning that the Web business

The case of Schutt helmer demonstrated that .

The panel agreed on all of the following except that

It seems that some young scientists
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Opinion poll surveys show that the public see scientists 1o a rather unflattering light. They are seen as cold, hu-
morless, remote and unwilling (or unable) to communicate their specialized knowledge to ordinary peaple.

Commonly the scientist is also seen as being male: the characteristics listed above are popularly mssociated with

“maleness”. It is true that most scientists are tale, but the picture of science as a male activity may be a major rea-

son why lewer girls than boys opt for science, except when it comes to biclogy, which is seen as “female, ”

The image most peaple have of science and scientists comes from their own experience of schoo} science, and

from the mass media. Seience teachers themselves see it as a problem that so many school pupils find school science

an unsatisfying experience, thought vver the last few years, more and more pupils, including girls, have opted for
science subjects.

In spite of excellent documentaries, and some good popular science magazines, scientific stories in the media

still usually alternate between miracle and scientific threat. The popular stereotype of science is like the magic of

fawry tales: it has potential for enormons good or awful harm. Popular fiction is full of “good” scientists saving the

world, and “mad” scientists trying to destroy it.

From all the many scientific stories which might be given media trestment, those which are chosen are usually
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those which can be framed in terms of the usual news angles: novelty, threat, cenflict, or the bizarre. The routine
and often tedious work of the scientist slips from view, to be replaced with a picture of scientists forever offending
public moral gensibilities (as in embryo research), threatening public health (as in weapon research}, or fighting it
out with each other (in giving evidence at public inquires such as those held on the issues connected with nuclear
power, }
The mass media also tend 1o over — personatize scientific work, depicting it as the product of individual genius,
while neglecting the social organization which makes scientific work ‘possible. A further effect of this is that seience

comes to be seen as 2 thing in itself: a kind of unpredictable forces a tide of scientific PrOgress.

‘It is no such thing, of course. Science is what scientists do; what they do is what a particular kind of saciety
facilitates, and what is done with their work depends very much on who has the power to turn their discoveries into
technology, and whar their interests are.

1. According 1o the passage, ordinary people have a poor opinion of science and scientists bacause
A. opinion polls are unflattering
B. science is badly taught in schools
C. scientists are shown in a negatively light in the media
D. science is eonsidered dangerous

- Media treatment of science tends to concentrate on
A.

B.
C.
D.

the routine, everyday life of scientists

discoveries that the public will understand

the satisfaction of scieptific work

the more sensational aspects of science

3. According to this passage, scieniific work is stimulated by
A, ambition B. sociel demands
C. technclogical problems D. internal pressures

XEEETRMYRA TN B2 R, E—BHB _ELERY— 4 M, AR BERD K,
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novelty, threst, conflict, or the
bizarre,,
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Emerging from the 1980 census is the picture of & nation developing more and mare regional competition, as
population growth in the Northeast and Midwest reaches a near standstil.
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This development—and its strong implications for 1S politics and economy in years ahead—has enthroned the
South as America’ s most densely populated region for the first time in the history of the nation’s head counting.

Altogether, the US population rose in the 1970s by 23. 2 million people—numerically the third — largest growth
ever recorded in a single decade. Even so, that gain adds up to only 11. 4 percent, lowest in Amernican annual
records except for the Depression yeats.

Americans have been migrating south and west in larger numbers since World War 11, and the pattern still pre-
vails.

Three sun — belt states—Florida, Texas and California—together had nearly 10 million more people in 1980
than a decade earlier. Among large cities, Sen Diego moved from 14th to 8th and San Antonio from 15th to 10th—
with Cleveland and Washington, D. C., dropping out of the top 10.

Not all that shift can be attributed to the movement out of the snow belt, census officials say. Nonstop waves
of immigrants played a role, too—and so did bigger crops of babies as yesterday’s * baby boom” generation reached
its child ~ bearing years,

Moreover, demographers sce the continuing shift south and west as joined by a related but newer phenomenon:
More and more Americans apparently are looking not just for places with more jobs but with fewer people, too.

Some instances:- -

Regionally, the Rocky Mountain states reported the most rapid growth cate—37. 1 percent since 1970 in a vast
area with only 5 percent of the US population.

Among states, Nevada and Arizona grew fastest of afl: 63.5 and $3. 1 percent respectively. Except for Florida

and Texas, the top 10 in mate of growth is composer of Western states with 7. 5 million people—about 9 per square

mile.

The flight from overcrowdedness affects the migration from snow belt to more bearable climates.

Nowhere do 1980 census statistics dramatize more the American search for spacious Yiving than in the Far

West, There, California added 3.7 million to its population in the 1970s, more than any other state.

In that decade, however, large pumbers also migrated from California, mostly to other part of the West. Often

they chose—and still are choosing—somewhat colder climates such as Oregon, Idzho and Alagka in order to escape
stog, crime and other plagues of urbanization in the Golden State.

As a result, California’s growth rate dropped during the 1970s, to 18.5 percent~—little more than twno thicds
the 1960s’ growth figure and considerably below that of ather Western states,

1. Discemned from the perplexing picture of population growth the 1980 census provided, America in 1970s

- enjoyed the lowest net growth of population in history
- witnessed a southwestern shift of population
underwent an unparalleled period of population growth

. brought to a standstill its pattern of migration since World War I1

oo w»

- The census distinguished itself from previous studies on population movement in thar
A, it stresses the climatic influetce on population distribution
B. it highlights the contribution of continuous waves of smmigrants
C. it reveals the American’s new pursuit of spacicus living
D. it elaborates the delayed effects of yesterday’s “baby boom"
3. We can see from the available statistics that .
A. California was once the most thinly pepulated arez in the whole US
B. the top 10 states in growth rate of population were all locared in the West

C. cities with better climates benefited unanimously fromn migration



