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The daughter of a village preacher, Jane Austen was born
in December, 1775, in the county of Hampshire, England.
She received her early education at home from her father,
although she was sent for a briel time to a hoarding school
not far away. During her spare time she enjoyed reading,
country walks, and good conversation.

As one of seven children, Jane found most of her enter-
tainment at home. Her carliest writings, in fact, were stories
and plays she had created for her family’s enjoyment. By
the time she was twenty she had begun two noveis, Pride
and Prejudice and Sense and Senstbility. Among her other
works, written later in her life, were Northanger Abbey,
Mansfield Park, and Emma.

All of Jane Austen’s novels deal with the manners and
social life of upper-class Englishmen during the eighteenth
century, Although there is little adventure in any of tnem,
critics say they afe among the most interesting warks of
English fiction because they present a realistic picture of
family life at that timc. Frequently ill during her later
years, Jane Austen died in 1817 at the age of forty-two.
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Pride and Prejudice

In England, at the time of our story, marriage was the only
accepted way of life for young wome~ without much money.
This was so even if they were unhapyy about it.

little money. The business of Mrs.

/ f The Bennets had five daughters and
Bennet's life was to get her daughters
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POCKET CLASSICS

Mr. Bennet, No, my dear, | mean Mr,
wait! Have But | see you Bingley—the
young man
who has
rented nearby
Netherfield!

Married

or single?
you heard of are going to r single

tell me.

Single, of And how || Why, he should

course! And does this [ marry one of
handsome affect us? our girls! You
Enﬂlchl T yan must visit him

&at oncel

! will not! Send
the girls to see
_him




Pride and Prejudice

Soon Mr.
Bennet | hear there isto be a
called on dance so0on? e

Mr. Birbq!ey.
A few days 3
later, Mr. TN
Bingle

visited the iy
Bennets.

| Yes, indeed.
And you will be
| | very welcome.

\ Mr. Bingley had heard of
E the five beautiful Bennet
| daughters. He did not see
W themn, but they saw him.

: I think he's hand-
- some. What a beau-
tiful blue coat!




POCKET CLASSICS

Soon after, Mrs. Bennet talked

to her friend, Lady Lucas. Oh, yes. | think
ltzn;;tr;feggmgn he went to fin-
ow ite ts for

at Netherfield? o gorooy ©
/7 Twelve ladies

~ and seven men,

| invited Mr. Bing-
ley to dinner, but
he had to go to

Then the night of -
‘the dance arrived. %
1k

Who are those L&'-'F- (i

>

§e

—————a

— "Mr. Bingiey's
— sister, Mrs,

| Awsa.;— Hurst and her

k- -\ husband. And

% ="y his unmarried
<., sister. How

nice thg_y look
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Pride and Prejudice

( Mr. Bingley soon met everyone and danced every ahm‘)

He danced with

He danced with
Elizabeth Bennet.

He danced most of
all with Jane,

There were not enough men,
but Darcy danced only twice—
with the Bingley ladies.

That's true.

| won‘t dance
with anyone
here but you
and your sister,

| don’t think
you care for
this danca._

And he talked only with his

fends.

No indeed! Y
Come, Darcy, | would
you must hate it!
dance! There ‘
areso many
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POCKET CLASSICS

You are dancing I 1 She is the most beautiful
with the only girl | have ever seen! But |
beautiful girl in want you to meet her sister,
the room! .

7 i .

po

n. J'
X

who is also very pretty, A
hl

!

Not pretty

f
;n;ugguor You are
are wasting ‘hapeless!
your time! o

Hearing what Darcy had said,
Elizabeth was both angry and
= amused.




Pride and Prejudice

After the dance, Jane and Elizabeth
talked about what had happened.

| was surprised that he
asked me to dance so
often! | did not expect
such a compliment.

And hand-

| admire Mr. Bing-

ley very much! He

is smart, lively, and
very funny!

And why not?
He could not
help seein?_that
You were live
times prettier

=~ than anyone else!

And he is very
nice—even though
you find everyone
good and never

. speak badly of

~\ anyone!

Not at first,
And do you but they are
like his sisters very charm-
too? / didn't ing to talk

with,
1 o)




POCKET CLASSICS

The Lucases were neighbors and close friends of the Bennets.
Sir William had been knighted after making his money in

I su
tot

pose you're off
e Bennets’ house?

: i

selling. The morning after the dance. . .

_ talk about the dance!

Yes, indeed . . . to

& | can't wait to
hear what Lizzy
has to say.

riotte, the oldest Lucas
daughter, was Elizabeth

5 [ Cha
_ Bennet’s good friend.
'W/ “"-——-"/ s q

" T3

And after they
arrived. . . .

—

You began the But he liked
night well, Char- % his second
lotte. You were choice better!

Mr. Bingley's ;&
K- <, first choicel “ay 1)
G A -

Oh, you mean Jane!
Well, he was heard
calling her the pret-

tiest girl in the room.
er'll see what comes L
of it.




Pride and Prejudice

The subject changed to Mr.

Darcy. He almost has ;’.‘dfé QQﬁJ
a right to be forgive his
proud,

if he

pri

| never saw such
a rude man! He
refused to dance
with Elizabeth!

Still-he is
good look-

Soon the Bennet ladies and
the Bingley ladies visited

each other. And Mr. Bingley |-
| and Jane met at several
everning parties.

\J TS % N
Everyone could see that Mr.
Bingley was falling in love.




POCKET CLASSICS

Well, who is it
from? What
does he say?

1t is from Miss
Bingley. She asks
me to dinner to-
night. The men
will be away.

It's a good plan
from your point
of view. | hope
Jane doesn’t
suffer from it.

If it storms, and it/
might, they must |
let Jane stay there ™
overnight!
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