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Q: What is the full name of ISM Code?

A: The full name of ISM Code is “International Man-
agement Code for the Safe Operation of Ships and for Pollu-
tion Prevention.” It is “International Safety Management
Code” for short. Usually it is called “ISM Code”.
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Q: What are the main contents of ISM Code?

A: The ISM Code is an international standard for en-
hancing management in the field of marine safety and pollu-
tion prevention. It requires every company to establish safe-
ty management system (SMS), including: establishing
safety and environment protection policy; specifying the re-
sponsibilities and authorities of company staff and crew; ap-
pointing contact person between company ashore and ships;
training company staff and crew to be competent in their
job: making drills and exercises periodically to prepare for
emergency ; maintaining ships and equipment in good condi-
tion; reporting and analyzing non-conformities, accidents
and even hazardous situations and making uninterrupted im-
provements thereon; strengthening document control to en-
sure implementing valid regulations; carrying out periodical
internal audit and exterral audit done by the government or
its recognized organizations. Company that has successfully
established and maintained the SMS conforming with ISM
Code will be issued Document of Compliance (DOC). Simi-
larly, ship under the same condition will be issued Safety
Management Certificate(SMC).
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