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FOREWORD

This textbook is a joint effort between the Voice of Ame-
rica and the Anhui Institute of Education. Its purpose is to
help improve students’ listening comprehension skills. It is
based on the Special English radio programs broadcast by
VOA.

Special English is designed to communicate in a way that
is easy to understand. THe vocabulary includes only 1 500
words. The sentences are short and simple. The speed is slower

than normal.

We hope you find these stories interesting and the exercis-

es useful. We are honored to be part of this valuable project.

The VOA Special English Staff
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A Few Words About the VOA
Special English Programs

What in the world is Special English?

Special English programs are designed Primarily for lis-
teners who are studying English or who speak English as a fo-
reign language. Three elements form the basis of every broad-
cast; Vocabulary—scripts are written using approximately
1 500 words. Style—sentences are short and grammaticaly sim-
ple. Speed—programs are read one-third slower than regular
VOA broadcasts.

When it started in October 1959, Special English was an
experiment. A basic vocabulary and format were developed.
Next came a test program broadcast worldwide. Non-native
speakers found the pace comfortable and the English easy to
understand. For many of them, English was the language they
needed to learn to pursue their goals. Listening to Special Eng-
lish was one way to learn.

VOA makes some Special English programs available out-
side the United States for English teaching purposes. Publish-
ers and educational institutions have used them to reach large
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numbers of students. Teaching materials based on Special Eng-
lish programs have been published in China, Germany, Italy,

Japan, Poland, Romania, and South Korea.

Special English Programs

» This is America reports on activities and trends in educa-
tion, politics, the arts, and American society. Monday

* Science in the News is a roundup of recent developments in
science. Tuesday

+ Space and Man reports about outer space and the space in
which we live and work. Wednesday

» The Making of a Nation tells the story of America from the
late 1700s to the 1980s. Thursday

* American Mosaic is a radio magazine with reports about mu-
sic, movies, and student life. Friday and Saturday

* American Stories are adaptations of stories by American au-
thors. Saturday and Sunday

* Words and Their Stories explains words and expressions
used in American English. Sunday

+ In the News describes issues, organizations, and people that
are the subject of news stories. Saturday

* Science, Agriculture, Development, and Environment Re-
ports describe research in those fields. Monday through Friday
* People in America tells the story of famous Americans. Sun-
day

Many of these programs are heard one day earlier in the Americas.
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Why | Listen

“The slow-speed radio programs are fantastic! I have

learned a lot.”
Chile
“It is my honor to let you know that your programme has
been a remarkable tutor to me as I was growing up.”
Greece
“1 must first of all take this opportunity to thank all the
staff for the great job you all are doing in educating and in-
forming your listeners all over the world.”
Uganda
“I wish there was a better word than thands to express my
appreciation of the help offered...in our family's endeavor to
master American English and understand the outside world.”
China
“Immediate and topical , interesting and accurate, under-
standable and balanced. Strings of words became sentences...
and a new world of truth and knowledge was gradually reveal-
ing its fascinating beauty to me.”

Bulgaria



Special English Program Schedule

GMT/UTC  BEIING TIME PROGRAM

¥ 1030—1100 1830~-1900 Features

H1110—1130 19101930 Features

1330--1400 2130--2200 News & Fea-

tures

2230—2300 0630-—0700 News . Fea-

tures

0036—0100 0830—0900 News & Fea-

tures

MHz FREOQUENCIES
5.985,11.720,15. 425

5.985,  6.110, 9. 645,
11.720. 15.160, 9.760,
15.425

v

5.11,9.645,9. 760,11. 715,
11. 805,15. 160,15. 425

6.030,7. 215,9.770,9. 890,
11. 760, 15.185, 15.290,

15.305,17.735,17. 820
1. 575,6. 035,7. 215, 9. 890,

11.760, 15.185, 15.290,
17.735,17. 820

Note: This Special English Program Schedule is for East Asia, Southeast

Asta and the Pacific, and the programs listed here can be heard in

most part of China.
* Sunday only;
t# Monday-—Friday only
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Unit One

THE MAKING OF A NATION—a program in Special Eng-
lish by the Voice of America.

Each week at this time, we have a report on the history of
the United States.

One cannot truly understand the United States without un-
derstanding its Constitution. That political document describes
America’s system ofr government. It guarantees the rights of
America’s citizens. Its power is greater than any president,
court, or legislature. It is the law of the land and the heart of
the country. I'm Doug Johnson. Today, Richard Rael and I be-
gin the story of the United States constitution.

The thirteen American colonies declared their indepen-
dence from Britain in 1776. But they had to win their indepen-
dence in a long war that followed. During that war the colonies
were united by an agreement called the Articles of Confedera-
tion.

The union was a loose one. The Articles of Confederation
did not organize a central government. They did not create
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courts or decide laws. They did not provide an executive to car-
ry out the laws. All the Articles of Confederation did was to
create a Congress. But it was a Congress with little power. It
could only advise the separate thirteen states and ask them to
do some things.. It could not pass laws for the union of states.

The weakness of this system became clear soon after the
war for independence ended.

British General Charles Cornwallis surrendered ai York-
town, Virginia, in 1781. A messenger brought the Congress
news of the victory. The Congress had no money. It could not
even pay thg messenger. So money had to be collected from
each member of the Congress.

Even before the war ended, three men called for a change
in the loose confederation of states. They urged formation of a
strong central government. Those three men were George
Washington, Alexander Hamilton, and James Madison.

George Washington.commanded America’s troops during
the revolution. He opposed the Articles of Confederation be-
cause they provided little support for his army. His soldiers of-
ten had no clothes or shoes or food. They had no medicines or
blankets or bullets.

During the war, Washington wrote many angry letters
about the military situation. In one letter, he said: “Our sick
soldiers are naked. Our healthy soldiers are naked. Our soldiers
who have been captured by the British are naked|”

General Washington's letters W. The
thirteen separate states refused to listen when he told them the
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