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PREFACE

‘This pocket English dictionary is designed for
middle-school students and adult students. According’
to the requirements of the teaching programme of
the middle school we have brought together about
3,000 words basic to the needs of those who are
learning English. The entries in the dictionary have
been selected on the basis of word-frequency studies.

The reader will appreciate the following features
of this pocket edition:

l. It is written entirely in plain and simple
English with a view to facilitating the mastery
of the English language by actually using it.

2. Many of the illustrative phrases and sentences
are selected or quoted from a number of magazines
and books of acknowledged merit.

3. Users of this dictionary will find it helpful
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to their practical academic needs.
We believe that with the help of this dictionary

as a tool our learners will find themselves competent

to read intermediate level books, to converse with
English speaking people on topics of everyday life,
and to write letters more easily.

We have long felt there is a need for such a
dictionary among middle-school students. We are
sure, however, that our book is but an attempt at
filling their need. There is still much ‘to be dédired
in our effort and we hope to profit. by :the advice,
suggestions and criticism that thisidictionary’s users
will kindly give us. . :

. Finally, we wish to express our sincere thanks
to all our colleagues for their help' in making .this
dictionary a reality.

Napning .~
October 1985 '~ The Compilers
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A

A, a [ei] the first letter of
the English alphabet.

a [ei, 9] an [een, on] art.
1. ome: [ caught a f{fish
yesterday. He’s a friend
of mine. 2. any;every: A
bicycle has
3. each; every: six times a
day.

abacus [‘aebakas] n. a frame-
work with bars and move-
able balls, and the balls
can be moved up and down

two wheels.

the bars to represent col- |

umns of figures.

ahandon [o’beendan] vi. 1. go
‘away from (a person or
thing or place) without in-
tending to return: The sail-
ors abandoned the sinking

ship. 2. give up (some-
thing) completely: She |
.abandoned her hope of

‘being a doctor.
ability [o°biliti] n. strength,
or _skill: He

was a man of great ability.

cleverness,

-abolish [a’bolif] wvi.

Man is the only creature

that has the ability to

speak. -
able [eibl] a@. having the

strength, cleverness or

skill to do something: A
‘deer. is able to run very
fast. The child .was able
to read and write i-at an
. early age.
aboard [o'bo:d] adv. on board;
in, into a
bus, or airplase:
That passenger came a-
board in Chicago, prep. in,

omn, or ship,

train,

on, or ‘into (a: ship,  train,
or airplaite): .. Everybody
was soon aboard the train.
put an
end to something; do away
with: abolish ~an - unfair
law. President Abraham
Lincoln abolished slavery.
about [o’baut] prep. 1. haw-
ing something to do with:
Tell me a story about the
King. 2. on "every side of;
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around: There were a lot
of flowers about the house.
adv, nearly; ap-
proximately: It's about
three o’clock. He has about
finished his work.
above - [o’bav] prep. higher
than; over: We flew above
' the clouds. edv. to a high-
er place: This is the sec-
ond floor and there is
another floor above. My
office is just above.
abroad [o’bro:d] adv. away in
another country: She spent
the year abroad. They’ve
just returned from abroad.
absent [‘&bsont] 6. not in a
certain place at a given

almost;

time: She was absent from
school.because of illness.
absolute [‘zbsalu:t] 6. 1. free
drom any imperfection or
lack; complete; whole: Try
to -tell the absolute truth.
2. having complete power;
without limit: Long ago,
kings were absolute rulers.
absorb [ob’so:b] wt. 1. soak
up or take in: A sponge
absorbs water. 2. hold the

interest of: The  book

about animals absorbed
Jim.
academy [o'keedomi] 7. a

school for higher learning,
usually for a special field
of study: 'an academy of
music.
accent
stronger

[‘eeksont] n. 1. a

of
given to a word ‘or part
of a word; a mark used
on a word to show -which
syllable is spoken with- an
accent. 2. a certain’“way
of saying words' that is
used by peoplé:in one part
of a country: ‘He 'speaks
without: accent.

accept [ak’sept] v. 1. take or
receive something that is
given: She accepted” the
birthday gift from her
friend. 2. agree to; answer
“yes” to: Do you accept
what he told you?

accident [‘seksident] n. 1. an
unfortunate event; an.event
which causes harm to a
person or property: She
had an accident and broke
her leg. 2. something that
happens for no apparent

tone voice
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reason and is not expect-
ed: Their meeting was an
accident.

accord [o’ko:d] n. agreement;

harmony.

vi, agree or be in harmony:
Her actions accorded with
their wishes. )

accordance[o’ko:dons] n. agree-

ment: He did not act in
accordance with the orders.

according to [o'ka:dip tu] 1. in

agreement with: Everything
went according to our
plan. 2. from something
which is said or written;
on the authority of: Ac-
cording to the weather re-
ports, it will rain tomor-
row.

accordion [o’ko:djen] n. a mu-

sical instrument with keys,
metal reeds, and a bellows.
account [s'kaunt] n. 1. a spo-
ken or written statement;
report: He has told me
his account of what hap-
pened. There was an ac-
count of the volleyball
game in the newspaper. 2.
a statement of money paid
or received: I have an ac-

count with a bank in Lon-
don.

ache [eik] vi. have a steady
or continuous dull pain: I
have walked ten miles and
my legs ache.
n. a dull continuous pain: [
am tired and have a head-
ache.

achieve [o'tfizv] vf. accom-
plish or succeed; gain or
reach by effort: You can-
not achieve much without
hard work. He finally
achieved success.

achievement [o’tfi:vment] n.
something accomplished or
achieved; something gained
by effort.

across [a’kros] prep. from one
side to the other side of
something: Bobby - sailed
his toy airplane across the
pond. We walked ' across
the street.

act {eekt] vi. perform actions
or do something: The doc-
tor acted quickly to save
the injured man.
vt. play the part of; per-
form: He acts Romeo with
great ‘passion.
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no 1. which is
done or performed; process
of, instant of, doing; 'ae-
tion: The thief was caught
in the act of stealing. 2.
part of a .play: “Hamlet”
has five acts.

action [‘wkfon] n. something
done; the doing of some-

anything

thing; an act: Helping the

blind man across the busy

street was a kind action.’
active -[‘aktiv] 4. 1. showing
- much action; full "of ac-

tinn; busy or lively: She is
eighty but: still active. A
boy with an active brain
will - be suecessful
than a dull boy. 2: (gram-
mar) the active 'voice.
activist [‘zektivist] #. a person
who believes in:and active-

more

i'ly supports -a cause, espe- |.

cially a' political one.

activity [sek’tiviti] n. 1.- the

condition of being active;
use! of. power; movement:

the activity of the ‘mind.
2. an action; doing; a thing
++to do or to be done: Jane
. takes:part ‘in many school
activities. . 8:' anything . ac-

an active force. 4.
vigorous action; liveliness.
actor [‘zekts] n. a person who
plays a part in a play,
movie, or television pro-

tive;

gram,

| actress [‘zeltris] n. a- woman

actor.
actual [‘sektjusl] a. redl; ot
imaginary: That book is
about ' aétual - peoyple, not
.imaginary omes.’ fihIIQII%
actually [‘aktjusli}adw ir
fact; really. b
adapb[ a'deept] v. make: oi‘ 'be-
come suitable for:a’ new
use '« or srtuatxon:‘@anf'you
adapt : yourself to'ia’ new
job? 2..revise or .rewtite:
This book is adaptedfor
beginners. ¢ & finilecooy
adaptable [o'dseptsbl] 'e. able
to be adapted;: able’ to
adapt oneself. Tty
add feed] v put something
© together . with somet‘hmg
else; put inote 0fité Some-
thing - written ' or. “said:
Three added t6 four mikes
seven. He thanked us for
the gift and added that it
was just what he’ warted.
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address [o’dres] n. the - place
where a person lives or
an organization is located:
She gave him the new ad-
dress of the family.
v, speak to a person or a
group: He will address you
on the subject of war and
peace.

adjective [aad31kt1v] n. a word
used to qualify a moun or
pronoun; a word that tells
something about a noun or

.. a pronoun.

admire [ad’'mais] v. 1. think
very well of something or
someone: | admire a person
who is always honest. 2,
express admiration . of:
Don’t forget to admire the
baby.

admlt [ad'mit} v. 1 agree that
something is so; acknowl-
_edge: admit a mistake. 2.
allow someome to come in:

He was admitted to the
school this year.
advance [ad’va:ns] v. move

forward; help to progress:
He advanced the hands of
the clock to the correct
time. The scientist hoped

that his experiments would
advance man's knowledge
“of the sea.
n. a move forward;
ress.

advanced [ad’va:nst] a. ahead
of others; modern; past the
beginning or

prog-

elefmentary
“stage: advanced level.

advantage [od'va:ntidz] n.
something that can be of
extra help or of use in do-
ing certain things; a favor-
‘ able condition: Thé advan-
tages in education are very
great. Being tall is an iad-
vantage for a basketball
player.

adverb [‘eedva:b] n. a word
that tells something about
a verb, an adjective, or
another adverb, etc.

advertisement [od’vo:tismant|
n. something said on radio,
television, or in the paper
which tells people about
things to buy or about
jobs: She put an advertise-
ment in the newspaper.

advice [od’vais] #. an idea
‘that is offered to a person
telling him. or her how to
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act in a certain situation:
Take my advice and go to
bed. He takes our advice
quite cheerfully.

advise [od’vaiz] v. tell some-
body what- you think he
should do: The doctor ad-
vised him not to eat so
much candy. He (strongly)
advised me not to do so.

Aegean Sea [i(:)d3i:en’si:] n.
a sea between Greece and
Turkey.

Aesop ["i:sop] n. 6207-560? B.
C., Greek writer of fables.

affirmative [o'fo:mativ] a.
saying “yes”; saying that

They

gave us an affirmative an-

something is true:

swer,

afford [ofo:d] v. 1. (with
“can”) have enough money
for something you wish to
buy or do: It costs a lot
of money, but he can af-
ford it. 2. (with “can”)
spare: | can’'t afford the
time to read it. 3. (of
things) supply; give: The
trees afford a pleasant
shade. It afforded great
pleasure to alil.

afraid [ofreid] a. full of fear:
frightened; feeling fear:
Are you airaid of snakes?
Africa ['eefrike] n. a conti-
nent south of Europe, be-
tween the Atlantic Ocean
and the Indian Ocean.
African [‘zfriken] a. of Africa
or having to do with Africa
or its people: We saw an
exhibit of African art.
n. any person who s a
citizen of an Afrithd €oun-
try; a black ‘petsor who
was born {n-Afea? '™
after ["a:fte} prep. following

in place ‘or ‘order: He
entered the roém’ after his
father.: ! By

adv, later i tinde: T came
on Sunday and he‘came
two :days éftér.
conj. at or durihg 4 time
later  ‘than: /Tt 'happened
after you  left.:c- ou
afternoon ' [“asfto’ natn] %, the
part of ‘the day between
noon and évehing. '
afterward(s) [’a:ftowad(z)] adv.
after; later; at a later time:
We will eat first and go
out afterwards,

-



again—aid T

again [o'gein] @dv. another
time after the first; once
mere: She didn’t hear him
the first time, so he called
her again.

against [o’geinst] prep. in the
opposite direction to; on
the opposite side of: Two

- hundred years ago the Eng-
lish fought against the
French. I put my bicycle
against the wall.

age [eid3] n. the number of
years something or some-
one has been alive; a par-
ticular period of time: Her
age Is ten years. Men did
not use metal in the Stone
Age.

aggression [o'grefon] n. an at-
tack or warlike action: the

* starting of a quarrel, fight
or war, esp. without just
cause.

aggressive [o'gresiv] a. be-
ing warlike and ready to
attack without a good rea-
son: The aggressive nation

" sent its troops to attack
a neighbouring country.

aggressor [o’'gresa] n. a per-
son, nation, or group that

engages in  aggression:
Who is the aggressor?
ago {o'gou] adv. before now:
I saw him three days ago.
agree [o'gri:] v. say “yes”;
think the same as someone
idea:
I can’t agree with you on
He agreed to
lend me his bicycle.
agreement [o’gri:mant} n. an
understanding between peo-
ple or groups; holding the
same opinion: The two na-
tions signed a peace agree-
ment during the meeting.
agriculture ["zegrikaltfa] n. the
science of farming; farm-

else; have the same

this point.

ing.
aha [a(:)ha:] used to
show any of various feel-
ings, such as triumph, sat-
isfaction,

int,

discovery, or
surprise.

ahead [o'hed] adv. in front;
toward the front: He walk-
ed ahead of me.

aid [eid] n. help; assistance;
a person or thing that is
helpful: The old man walk-
ed with the aid of a cans
He used the dictionary as
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an aid in writing his com-
position.

aim [eim] v. point a gun or
other weapon steadly at
_the target: The hunter
aimed at the fox but miss-
ed him.
fn.. purpose. Her aim was
to do two years’ work in
one,

air [ep] n. the
gases which are around
the earth and which we
breathe: We must breathe
fresh air.

airfield ['eafi:ld] n. the land-
ing field of an airport; an
airport, especially a small
one,

air force ["eafo:s] n. the branch
of a country’s armed forces
that We
must build a powerful air
force.

-airport [‘espo:t]. n.
. with fields for airplanes
to land and take off: She
--has gone to the airport

-plas [o'leeso’lazs]. int. an ex-

* -pression used to show sor-
row or disappointment.
Albert. Einstein [‘zlbat ,“ain-

mixture . of

uses  aircraft:

a place

. ;do it aloge. ;

stain] 7. German-American
physicist, (1879-1955).
alive [o’laiv] @. having life;
not dead; living: existing:
These flowers must. be
. given - water if you ~want
them to stayi.alive.
all [o:1] a. everyonme .of;  the
full amount-of: She works
all day. .
adv. completely: The work
is all finished..; i-iins:
pran,  the. wheleshamount
or numberz.’ Alk of. us.vare
going ta, the party. .o
allow [o'lau]: v.-let; let.some-
one do spmething: op .let
,something . thappen: .. You
are not allowed to.smoke
.on buses... ..
almost  [0:lg@ust; ‘dlnest]
. adv. . nearly; notquites I've
.. almost finished my. home-
Work. TSI
alone [o'loun} g witle nopne
else: I am all alome. . ;
adv, all by oneself; ] can’t

rrofees g

along [o'log] prep. advy, from
_one .end to the other; fol-
lowing the path of:, We
went.for a walk along the
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road.
already [o:l'redi] adv. before
now; sooner than expect-
‘ed: He has already left.
also [‘:lsou] adv, ‘as well as;
too; in addition to: She

swims well and is also a°

‘good tennis player.
although [2:1'8ou] conj. in
spite of the fact that: We
went for a walk although
it was raining.
altogether [.:lte’gedo] adv. on

the whole: There were
twelve of us altogether at
the party. '

always [o:lwez, ‘a:lweiz] adv,
L. at all times; forever. 2.
again again: Night
always follows day.

ambulance {‘eembjulons] n. a
special car or truck for
taking people who are ill
“or hurt to the hospital.

America [o'meriks] n. 1.
other name for the United
States. 2. another name
for the North America or
‘South America.

American [o'merikan] o. 1. of
the United States. 2. of
North America or South

and

an-

-America.
n. a person who was born
or is living in the United
States; any person  who
‘was born or is living in
North America or South
America. P
among [o'may] prep. in the
middle of; between: She
prefers to live ‘among the
working people.

amount [o'maunt] %. & Qudh*-

‘tity; total quantity or sum:
We have a large amount
“of homework to'do for
tomorrow. He could: only
pay half the 'amount he
owed. ‘
amuse [o'mjuiz] vi; make (sb.)

. “smile or laugh by ‘some-

thing you say or do; make
"pleasured - or - happy: The
fitm amused us. -

analyse [‘senalaiz] vi. study
something - carefully; find
what - something is made
"of by separating it into
parts: 'If we analyse air
we find that it is made
up mostly of nitrdgen -and:
oxygen. :

analysis [o’'neelosis] 0. a care-



