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Lesson One

Reading Text
Read the following article carefully und then do the exercises
that followw. You can refer to the notes if you have difficulty in un-

derstanding the meanings of the munbered words or ex pressions.

Telephone Calls Intrude on Learning Time

With the dramatic development of the Chinese(telecommuni—
cation industry\during the past few years.the number of family tele-
phone owners has{risen considerably'. The family telephone is no
longer considered @ rare? luxury® for only wealthy families, but it is
becoming a necessity even for most working families in Chinese
cities. The telephone has become an imnportant part of life.

The telephone has many advantages. It {s very convenient for?
business , social interaction’ and/limli\'i(lual communication )

A recent report released” in Wenhui Daily worries® many pa-
rents and draws educators’ attention to the frequent use by some
middle school students because phone calls dlistract them from™their
studies. o

In order to determine how students spend their evenings and
whether they @re overburdened® with assignments Ja visit was made
to the families of some students whose performance® at school is very
poor,

During the talk with the parents at a student’s home,the tele-
phone rang. The call was for the boy student. After a few minutes it
rang again and again it was for the bov. The boy was asked how
many calls he answered cach evening. what they talked abour and
how much time he spent on the phone. The boy honestly answered
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that he made Hetween five and 15 calls each evening.

Many other students were visited to determine!® the reasons for
the frequent telephone use.

Some call their classmates for the assignments given by their
teachers and to check answers. Some just have (e/mpty converszltion)
about the smallest things in the world. Some take part in TV games
or call the Radio Station.

If the phone is installed" by their parents’ company or institute
and they don’t have to pay the bill, they would phone every body
they know.simply to say hello and good-bye. Some wouldn’t stop
talking until they couldn’t think of anything else to say or really felt
tired of talking. They feel uneasy if the telephone doesn’t ring for
them at least once during the evening.and when they can’t wait any
longer, they {)ick up the receiver"f and phone their classmates and
friends. A |

In other words,they seem almost t’élephone-dependen§

Student’s overuse of the telephone could do harm to their stud y
and . personal development. They buﬁy’“ themselves a1l evening mak-
ing phone calls and answering them. Undoubtedly, this distracts
them from their studies; therefore, it becomes one of the causes of
their absentmindedness™ in classes and poor performance at school.

Measures'® should be taken to guide students in the proper use
o_f the telephone. The parents can move the telephone out of their
children’s rooms, limit their use of the telephone and the time they
spend on it,and teach them not to abuse! the telephone ¥f it is in-

stalled by a work unit.

Notes
1. considerably:a great deal #H 24§ His
* 2 L]



2. rare:unusual ¥H Y
3. luxury:sth. not essential but which gives enjoyment and plea-
sure ,esp. sth. expensive ,out of season.etc. B 5H
4. interaction:action on each other |5 {F
5. release :allow (news)to be known or published % % (i)
6. worry:give(sb. Jno peace of mind FUHE
7. distract from.draw away sb’s attention from sth. {§i43#f
8. overburden:burden too heavily {#i {130}
9. performance;achievement fi %%
10. determine.fix precisely #i5E
11. install: fix Capparatus)in position for use 3%
12. receiver:part of a telephone that is held to the ear {H1%
13. busy oneself doing sth. ;occupy onesell with {# 2t FHE
14. absentmindedness; the state of heing unaware of what is hap-
pening around one L RNEE
15. measure;step 5 ¢
16. abuse:wrong use %
Exercises
I. Comprehension Questions
Answer the following (uestions or complete the sentences ac-
cording to the text you have just read.
1. Why has the number of family telephone increased rapidly in
China?
2. Can most families in Chinese cities afford a telephone?

Why do most families have a telephone installed?

What kind of social problem has family telephone caused?
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5. Whom are the family telephones frequently used by,why?

6. What will the things be like if the {amily needn’t pay the bill?

7. What does the author mean by calling these students telephone-

dependent?

8. What is the bad side of the overusc of the telephone by the stu-

dents?

9. What’s the point of writing this article?

II. Translation
Translate the following into English using the expressions in
the text you have read.

L e fE

2. FEEHIE

3. #HAES

4. N5 AZIRIB3EH

5. SLEHME T EHM L

6. MER

7. EMRFEA

8. PRI

9. FiBIEH

1

HI. Cloze

Read the following carefully and fill in each blank with one
* 4 L]



suitable word.

How to Cope with Your Telephone

It’s one of the most useful things in the world when it’s work-
ing properly. But as soon as anything goes 1 or you get a mas-
sive bill,it’s not such a nice 2 . Actionwoman has some helpful
hints.

It’s only 6 a. m. and the phone is ringing 3 downstairs.
You stumble out of 4 and of course it’s a wrong number.

Well. there’s not much you can do -5 thar,but there are
steps you can take if it happens again. For o start,if you keep get-
ting wrong numbers your phonc could be faulty. So you should get
the line _ 6 (dial 151) as soon as possible.

On the other hand, putiing out early 7 calls is some
people’s idea of a joke. Most of us would take _ 8 il we received
an obscene call, burt this sort of carly morning 9 often gets away
scot-free. While you might turn a 10 ear toit the first time. be-
ing bothered like this can be as irritating as getting a heavy breather
on the line,

It’s a sad fact that the people most plagued by any kind of per-
sistent caller are 11 who have made “news” for some resson—
perhaps something as simple as writing a letter or putting an 1z
in the local paper. Or the phone directory may suggest that they're
living on their own in that their name may have a Mrs or Miss in
front of it. That’s why the police advise any woman in this 13
to stick instead to initials only.

If the call is obscene in any way.make & 14 ~of the time
and then phone the police. If your caller simply likes getting people
out of bed, you could still ask the police for their advice — once
you've had the 15  checked,of course. Or get the Post Office 1o
monitor your calls, but you'll probably have to pay £5 a quarter
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plus VAT (unless you have a legal case and the police have asked
for it). This means the local operator would ask all callers who they
were s giving you the choice of refusing or 16  the call.

Or,free of 17 ,you can simply go ex-directory. And ar-
range for you number to be listed in special records used only by di-
rectory-enquiry 18 and given to callers on 19 . In other
words,your friends can still get hold of your 20  but it doesn’t

appear in the phone book.



