“et =T

=

+

[3% ] R -

%m&%ﬁ%~%m%%%ﬁ%ﬁ@

COW L Tian

SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE THEATRE OF DEATH

LAEE

i3 g

=2




REEREYW - FEREHRERES

Sherlc _ ,
the Theater of Death

/RN S
HET R

(%) AR-xEMN F
BRF ER E2

b 51 Kk % AR
it =



© Breese Books Ltd., 1997
First published by Breese Books Ltd., represented by Cathy Miller
Foreign Rights Agency, London, England.

© English/Chinese Edition, Pecking University Press 2001
EFENERZIE BF: 01-2000-3263

BRERRE (c1r) ¥R

BREHMSRTRY/ (R ZEGHE  EXFER. -
LK% R#E, 2001. 6

CEETREY, 5. IR RENERES)

ISBN 7-301-05069-0

1.8 0.0%- Q- II.&E BEEY, Mt
V.H319.4. 1

of [ R A B 4548 CIP BB F (2001) 5 038035 &

+ % HIRE SRR

ERFEE. AR - RBENE EXFIER

AL WO L

7 % 3 5. ISBN 7-301-05069-07H-0633

WO F: BRI
:itﬁﬁ#ﬁ&&%ﬁihﬁk%&ﬁ 100871

. http://cbs pku edu cn

W BRIAER 62752019 R ATHD 62754140 HRHRES 62752028
: zpup@pu;;"gku ea\;.cn gl@pup pku edu.cn

R RS EESF
uH
oF

B e 2 2k M F F

Wi MEBATTFIRINL. 62549189
BlE. BRI

1 #: AERKFHR

W & HEBE

850X 1168 32 F#& 5.25E05k 129 TF
20014E 7 HE 1M 2001 47 A% 1 WEIR
. 10.00 3¢

&t
=



IRy

191145 A9 HRETEFHEIR S &% k. “HRH
M ——fLFI AN H B R T AT 8 & R TE ki, ST
REHRIBT, HRSA LA DS, 5%V R B R
BERSE, FANPERY S —MRFOEE. RS w1t
247 PR —K A B 5hg?

XRBREHERRBPEII AN 5, THEZSHEA—
DA AT EBREF R UGR T I 5 H85% S0 38T
MBI, AR T — e BB T o BnE M e = By
FREERTHNE,

XR—HMBLYHEREN RS, BT RN (E/R
PN 5 2 RER) | (R /R BE N 5 W5t Je it 7= R ) A B (R /R PE i
FUREH BHER)FEREYUH B AR ZEENELRE
BE,



HETERREERT

PR R St T (B 0 - B A P M A R 008 B S WA 4
L EES S LR N R /R - R G0 4% - /R R
B - RS SR AR PR TR 4 4 29

RS 5 2R B 3 AR R FRAR - IR E
R /R BE R 5 AR A KB AR R - RIRE

BREN S RIEERE 2 RRE
BIREERT S B DR A RR-RIEEHE
HRER ST R 5 /R REEE

WREHSNEETZHER LR ZBEWE



Contents

CHAPTER ONE o ceverersvesinnnn i (1)
CHAPTER TWOQ s+ orereereerinii e (24)
CHAPTER THREE -+ vereeevreeenimiiiiiiciii e (48)
CHAPTER FOUR  +++oreereeevesieeiniitiiii e (72)
CHAPTER FIVE  reeveseremenimniiiiinccicc e (92)
CHAPTER SIX e veeereeeernsonieminiiniiiiieieeee (108)
EPILOGUE IN PERTHSHIRE - ceeceeeeeverseraeneenunneeens (155)



CHAPTER ONE

FRRENREE—RBFELEHBR I NOE, @
UG B R AR MO R R IR R R E R, R AR KIS
BR#RG, FANAEREFERRELNOZIMLEER
ERWIKRKPEE, BEHRERETESN#THEE, B
RUKREREFRUN—AREPEHTREANQE, BN
ERLAABLELERSEH; MAXRBREX DI EFBRE A
BN FIRBE, BAEANERERMBXRENAE,
VASHEERBHIEDERT £,

At the time of which I will now speak, rather to my surprise 1
found myself sharing a fishing holiday in Scotland with my friend
Mr Sherlock Holmes. The time was early in the April of 1911. The
place Taybrook, a village near Perth®, and the surprise due to my
knowledge that Holmes was singularly uninterested in any sort of
country pastime®, especially where it entailed® the catching and
killing of creatures. However, his exile in Sussex, tending his bees,
had evidently reached that stage, as it did from time to time, when

he craved® the company of his only friend.

Perth n. (RHT (95K == BRHE )
pastime n . Hil, B’ K

entail v. WRAHLE; BE
crave v. IHBBRPENRE
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‘My dear Watson, I see that you are contemplating an expedi-
tion to Perthshire in pursuit of the poor unfortunate trout®?.’” We
were in the study of my north London home and as the table bore
the unmistakable preparation for an angling® expedition—f{lies, line
and reels®—I was not open-mouthed with amazement at this state-
ment.

I said, ‘A rather obvious deduction'” for one of your skill,
Holmes, except perhaps for my choice of locality.’

He said, ‘Come, Watson, you have a row of books upon an-
gling subjects upon your shelf. I know from experience that you do
not allow your domestics® into this room so naturally a film of dust
has accumulated® upon the top edge of each, save for one which has
obviously recently been removed, studied and replaced. Its title,
The Trout Streams of Perthshire. 1 note also that you plan to com-
plete the expedition before the last week of April.’

Now he had my attention, ‘How could you know that?’

He smiled and said, ‘Upon the table is your selection of flies
for your jaunt®.’ 1 agreed and he continued, ‘There is no mayfly®
among your collection. That ephemeral® insect with its three tails is

irresistible to the largest and finest trout but useless save when the

rout . [ ] 8, SES4E

angling 7. TEHI(R)

reel n(%%’-’hb@)%%!ﬁﬁk

deduction n. W%, it

domestic n. BN HA

accumulate v. HEF; R

jaunt n. CHER)IRAT, W2

mayfly n. [B] VB8 SERERFYIE

ephemeral a . (RHsEm) Ea, EEn; HAEF—XH:BEY
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real insect is swarming®. This phenomenon occurs only in May, so
I need say no more upon the subject, this being the last week in
March!’

I felt sure that Holmes must have composed a monograph upon
the subject of fishing lures® but I did not say so. Instead I showed
him the-map of the area where I intended to operate; where several
tributaries® of the Tay® provided excellent trout fishing.

. Then to my- absolute amazement he asked, ‘How would you
like some company upon your trip, Watson? I need a change of
scenery.and -whilst-I do not fish 1 enjoy communing® with nature. 1
could find a locum® 4piarist®, just as you will have found some
aged, partly-retired doctor to look after your patients. Just think,
Watson, I can sit there upon the bank, smoking my pipe, observing
the birds of the air and beasts of the field whilst you entice® the poor
misguided trout to take your flies.’

@ was to be

However, our expedition into the wilds of Caledonia
delayed by a mild epidemic® of scarlet fever and so I did take those
mayfly after all. Indeed as I waded in a swift running stream I left

Holmes, who sat upon the bank, with strict instructions to watch

swarming a. n. w8

lure n. fafH;BEH

tributary n. XH

Tay n. B (FHZ=HE)

commune v. EFRK(with) ; (4F L) REAH— K (with)

locum n. = locum tenens, [ 1]} (S E PO | BT ) e AR
apiarist n. b YN 12

entice v. BB

Caledonia n. = Scotland [HITiBEFFHK A 19546 22

epidemic 7. WATR
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for the first swarming of the ephemerids?. It was already the 11th
of May and I was a little surprised not to have spotted them yet. As
it was [ caught a few fair-sized trout with the more common imita-
tion dry flies and Holmes would hurry over as each was unhooked
and would give me a discourse® on each.

Typical of these was, ‘Ah yes, Watson, here is an extremely
wily customer®, more intelligent I think than the average trout.’

Dutifully I would ask, ‘Pray how have you come to that con-
clusion, Holmes?’ -

He would chuckle@ and say, ‘Why there are three scars upon
its mouth, suggesting that he has only partially taken the bait® be-
fore realizing -his-mistake and has not, you will note, taken the
barb®.’ ;

Then suddenly such a post-mortem® was interrupted by the ar-
rival of two men in a rowing boat. The man rowing interested us lit-
tle being obviously just plying® his trade as a cab driver would in
London. The other man, however—his fare—was standing and
peering in our direction with a hawk-like stance®. He wore town

clothing despite the mildness of the day and the rural Scottish sur-

® ephemerid n. a. [B] W8 ()

® discourse n. R 30; W kG

@ customer n. [0 ) (B H B F YR KK B H ZITZEHA (I a queer
customer EA)

® chuckle v. PEWERERFTR IR

® take the bait (£1)F1§

® barb n. (fFk . EEFH)EE

® post-mortem a. n. B

® ply v. CEEMINY
®

stance n. §?§~
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roundings.

Holmes watched him with interest. ‘A legal person, Watson,
so | hope you remembered to settle any outstanding® accounts® be-
fore you left London.’

His eyes had narrowed to slits and I knew that his eyesight was
keener than my own as he continued, ‘Note the marks upon his
neck above the collar caused by the long and regular wearing of the
advocate’ s® neckband®. His briefcase? is typical of the lawyer too.
Notice how he holds it as if his life depended upon its presence where
you or I might have placed it in the bottom of the boat. A man who
is anxious to pursue some quest®. Let us hope that our holiday is
not about to be interrupted.’

Yet I could see that eight years of retirement could not be de-
pended upon to preclude® my friend’s involvement® should he be-
come interested in a particular enigma®. It had happened before and
there was always a part of Sherlock Holmes which longed for the
game to be afoot once more.

As the boat drew level with® us where we sat upon the bank

outstanding a . RBUE ; K EATHY
settle an account %5

advocate n. I

neckband n. B ; HEAT
briefcase n. AHFHR, AXE

quest v. n. FR, TR ER, HK
preclude (from) v. BLIE, §558
involvement (in, with) n. A ;%
enigma n. g kS

draw level with BEHB 5. - ¥
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the man in the dark grey greatcoat lifted his bowler® hat and said,
‘By any chance might one of you gentlemen be Mr Sherlock
Holmes?’

My friend smiled politely and said, ‘I am he and this is my
friend and colleague Dr John H. Watson. Might I ask your name,
sir?’

The sombrely-clad one said, ‘1 am Septimus Greyshot of the
firm, Luckens, Wild, Luckens and Greyshot, solicitors®. Please
can you assist me to reach the bank?’

We hauled him up beside us and he gasped and wheezed®, then
all but collapsed onto a grassy hummock®. 1 suspected a respiratory
condition but Holmes probably came nearer in his diagnosis. ‘I fear
that you have swallowed a flying® ant, sir, for I see another adher-
ing® to your lower lip. I noticed that you emerged through a cloud
of® them in your boat. They only fly upon two or three days of each
year, and would make a good item for your selection of lures, Wat-
son; seldom used but most effective on those few days. ’

The solicitor coughed up the insect and soon recovered. ‘I, or
should I say, my firm are most desirous® to obtain your services,

Mr Holmes, upon a certain matter that has occurred in Edinburgh.

bowler hat {2 1% LU ; B TR

solicitor n. [ 3] (KD RLFEVF. WF&K&H&@$%B‘J)?}JS&@W sURIA R
wheeze v. W& ; T

hummock n. /MEE, X

swallow v. & F

adhere (t0) v. Killt, ¥

a cloud of (JLIH1E Bh# 9% ) —BF

desirous a. [—BAIERIEH ] BE; BHRe
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I tried to trace you through a wire to your colleague Dr Watson and
learned that you were somewhere hereabouts. I did quite a little de-
tective work myself in locating you.’

Holmes explained that he was no longer in practice as a consult-
ing detective and had not been for some years but I could see that he
was loath® to send the solicitor away without hearing him out. I
said, ‘We are staying at a local inn, sir, the White Hart. Perhaps
you would join us there for luncheon and cxplain further.’

He thanked me, saying, ‘I had to forgo® my breakfast to jour-
ney here from Edinburgh, so 1 am as hungry as a hunter.’

We climbed into his boat and the good oarsman® took the three
of us down river® to the village. Then we sat in the cool bar-room at
a table made from stout Scottish ash® and demolished a good steak
pie between the three of us. Then over pewter® tankards® of a local
brew® our new friend got down to business. I will give the reader
the solicitor’s story just as we heard it.

‘Mr Holmes, Doctor, you may or may not have heard of a the-
atrically-renowned® artiste who appears under the nom de théatre®

of the Great Lafayette.’ (1 made one of my only interruptions at

loath a. [FIfERIE] REEH; KEH

forgo v. M3

oarsman n. ¥F

downriver ad . [F] T ¥

ash n. [#] H¥H; A%KAK

pewter n. a. (] BEBBE(—HUBEH EERFNEE)
tankard n. (3% B4 ) K (M) lAF

brew =. BEH TN, B, BT

renowned a. WEH

nom de théatre &4
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this early point in the narrative, telling him that I had myself seen
the performer mentioned at a north London music-hall but that I be-
lieved that Holmes was rather less interested in vaudeville® perfor-
mances. Holmes waved me to silence so I said little more. )

‘Well, his real name was Sigmund Neuberger and he was of
German and American origin®. In America he had been a protean®
artiste in vaudeville, after a theatrical apprenticeship® as a scene
painter®. Eventually he enlarged his act until it took in a number of
magical illusions which when he combined them with his abilities in
the quick-change line® made them sensational. Gradually he man-
aged to create a very impressive show involving himself and some-
times as many as a score® or more of other performers. Billing him-
self as the Great Lafayette, he embarked upon a tour of Europe
which most recently brought him to these shores®.’

“The theatrical troupe® and production which he headed was of
such a scope that he needed to have legal representation which is
where my firm and I became involved. He indulged in quite a bit of

litigation® concerning the content of his performance. To put this

vaudeville n. Z¢TE (L5 WA KR SE5S  RE F AT L)

origin n. Mg ; th 5

protean a. AL HEY ;BB WS F A ALK

apprenticeship n. WHE S, TR

scene painter n. [XR] & RUE

line n. [ 1 IEKBREEH I ; (RAELHEA HWRAE A ASGMN)EE BiE
score n. [HLH] 20 A

shore n. (¥ AEM] X

troupe 7. (JLIE I B £ 3 B KF AR AL BE, BA

litigation n. V&, A5
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into simple terms®, other artistes were forever trving to copy his
performance in various ways as? usually happens when a success is
made but, to be perfectly honest, Neuberger would have me take
action for him at the drop of a hat, sometimes when it was scarcely
justified.

‘This tendency to rush into court at the slightest provocation®
made him far from popular with his fellow professionals. The result
of this was that his many eccentricities®—and I admit that he was
an eccentric—became somewhat exaggerated in variety® and
vaudeville circles. For example, legend has it that the drilled his as-
sistants like soldiers and forced them to salute® him if they should
meet in the street. He was certainly a disciplinarian®. Then there
was the story which would have Lafayette taking advertising posters
everywhere and even sticking them on the walls of public wash hous-
es. Here the origin is in his great ability with self-promotion®
which, however, took more orthodox avenues®. But there was one
marked form of eccent;'icity which could hardly need exaggeration
because it was truly strange. ..’

He paused and I felt as if 1 ought to make some remark but

Holmes’ s steely eyes told me not to. So we waited for him to con-

terms n. ¥

as [F1[B1SEBEMA] = who/which

provocation 7. PEoEtE B 30 WO IR ¥ I PLE
eccentricity n. R %3]

variety n. HERK

salute v. [‘ﬁ] ...... ﬁg*l‘;[‘q ...... ﬁﬁﬂ

disciplinarian n. MITRRE; PRaREES
self-promotion 7. BREE A RMER

avenue n. BREL; (MR, RiE
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tinue. ‘... It concerned his dog, Beauty. About ten years or so
ago, in America, Neuberger was given the dog as a gift by his great
friend Harry Houdini. It was mongrel' dog, with a bit of grev-
hound? in it, the sort that we would call a lurcher?. Beauty was
not the most attractive of dogs but for some reason Neuberger took
to her at once and she very soon became his closest companion and
he said that she was his only friend.

‘If you went to dinner with him you would be treated to the
sight of the dog being seated at the table on a silk cushion and being
served by waiters. The house which he recently purchased® in Lon-
don-has a plaque® over the door which states, “The more I see of
men the more I'love my dog”. On tour the dog had her own rooms
at the best hotel, adjoining® that of her master’s suite. She wore a

@

collar bearin\g precious? stones and her likeness® appeared upon all

his headed® note-paper, contracts® and even upon his cheques®.
‘Neuberger would accept minor discourtesies? shown toward

himself by persons with whom he came into contact but anyone

@ mongrel n. ZF¥
@ greyhound n. —FR BRI HITER
@ lurcher n. [BEIRFBHRA L AEMEMUGHH HERN — 2 NEE RN
HOHIR SR R )
purchase n. X, B
plaque n. (BHY FHE LR WK . &8 0K B 8 Mk, B
adjoin a . WHER
precious stone E A (B A LER WEAF)
likeness n. HR, BR;BH
headed a. HIREN
contract n. &, B4
cheque n. X B, ZANE
discourtesies n. JotL, %L, ¥l & ; T AL (BUH )89 %3
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who, by word or deed®, showed any such rudeness® to his pet

would have broken all contact with him forever. He had a fake pedi-

gree®

created for his dog, in which she was referred to as an Assyri-
an® Greyhound or some such non-existent breed. The dog even had
a few brief appearances in his Great Lafayette act.’

At this point Holmes made his only interruption. He said, ‘Mr
Greyshot, this is all very interesting but does this Mr Neuberger’s
obsession with his dog have a bearing® on the matter in hand? We
find your narrative interesting but 1 wish you would get to the
point! ’

He apologized for his long-winded® narration and in its continu-
ance he tended to cut a few corners?. ‘Mr Holmes, he was so be-
sotted® with the animal that he was often heard to say that without
her his life would be worthless. Imagine, therefore, how worried I
became when on Monday of this week he wired me to the effect that
his dog had died of apoplexy. He was just starting a second week at
the Empire Theatre, Edinburgh, and so I journeyed to Scotland to
see if I could be of some help in consoling him. He was quite dis-

traught® and insisted that the dog should be buried locally at the

by word or deed FIE B HATH

rudeness n. HBB; Xl

pedigree n. K ilf, Bilf; (REH) M R
Assyrian a . LR ; Wik Ay ; WiRkiEH

bearing n. X &, KB B X

long-winded a . WBSUIW] &Y, BRUR IR M, TR M
cut corners TV B, £ W H R RS H
besotted a . JLREAY, B

distraught a . ODRBEA; LERER
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