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The History of Money

Today anyone will accept money in exchange for goods and services. People
use money to buy food, furniture, books, bicycles and hundreds of other things
they need or want. When they work, they usually get paid in money.

Most of the money today is made of metal or paper. But people used to use
all kinds of things as money. One of the first kinds of money was shells. Shells
were not the only things used as money. In China, skin, sheep, corn, cloth and
knives were used. In the Philippine Islands, rice was used as money for a long
time. Elephant tusks, monkey tails, and salt were used as money in parts of
Africa.

Cattle were one of the earliest kinds of money: Other animals were used as
money, too.

But where were the first metal coins made? It was in China. They were
round and had a square hole in the center. People strung them together and car-
ried them from place to place.

Different countries have used different’ metals and designs of their money.
The first coins in England were made of tin. Sweden and Russia used copper to
make their money. Later, countries began to make coins of gold and silver.

But even gold and silver were inconvenient if you had to buy something ex-
pensive. Again the Chinese thought of a way to improve money. They began to
use paper money. The first paper money looked more like a note from one person
to another than the paper money used today.

Money has had an interesting history from the days of shell money until to-

day.

New Words & Terms

exchange [iks'tfeind3] n., v. AW, W shell n. 3, 4t5%, B5%

%5 cattle [ ‘keetl] n. # 0 (B, LHEAF)
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square [skwea] a. IR copper [ ‘kopa] n. #i ;4

stringn. 8 v. F&EH, $, & silver ['silva] n. 4R, g

design n., v. it ;#E ;% inconvenient [ jinksn’vi: njent] a. N5 {&
tin n. 4% B, SIE R ; NE A FEAR

Phrases

in exchange for A& #t use'r-as++ 8- PR, B fER

hundreds of ¥{PAH 114y think of -+ -, &

used to L EEHH -, A EIBTF---

Proper Names

the Philippine Islands JEREFES Russia f&H
Sweden Hij Bt
Notes
1. When they work, they usually get paid in money.
TE TR AR F] 84 1REH 8 5 2R

“they get paid” = “they are paid”, “get” M THINES A BB “be”, 0,
Look out! you nearly got hit by the car. (+-* were nearly hit --- ) & L zh 7, 7] LA
XEEH,
I felt worried then. (:+-was worried:++)
At last the truth became known (--* began to be known).

2. But even gold and silver were inconvenient if you had to buy something expensive.
HEME B FRMYGE, BLNEEH ST AEHBRETE,
“something expensive” &Y “expensive” BT B A E B BN something”,
1A B “some”, “no”, “any”, “every” S B A R ALIAI B, 3 R AR O BB A
HIRE . .
He wanted to get someone reliable to help in the work.
fls AR — T A A IX THE,
There is something unusual in her voice.
WEEHERE

3. The first paper money looked more like a note from one person to another than the

paper money used today.

SHERMARARUBRMNAEEHOET, AR ER—MABE R —MANE
o

“more -than-"“ 5 E-- AR t0--", @,

He was more lucky than clever.

SR MR, Az,



