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Have you ever watched someone write a check' to pay for something? Did you

wonder how a person can pay with a piece of paper instead of cash?? That person

has a checking account’.

A checking account is a special kind of bank account. If you keep your money in
a checking account, you can use checks instead of cash when you buy certain
things. Checks are another form of cash.

Checks are safer than cash. If you lose cash, anyone can spend it. But only yox can
spend your checks. A checking account also makes it easy to keep track of * your

money.

In this book, you will learn how you can open a checking account. You will also
learn how to write checks. And you will learn how using a checking account can

help you spend your money wisely.

. Language Notes | i5=#% 5
1. check /tfek/n. X = 3. checking account 3z ZZ i /2
2.cash /kaf/n. & 4. keep track of BEE, g%
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Unit 1
‘Why Use Checks?

Pay by Check 3 X ff
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YRADEIS? [BAZEBHNER S, MEDEERIMCKE! BAERPRRAS? B
X TETTMRAEES .

Learning Objectives 3:3)B#R

You will be able to know:
» Why checks are safer than cash.
> How checks keep track of money.

Culture Notes S {LES

EEE, AIIIREHHDEIME, DU/ \GUlER. BEER T, ANERBER
ERABRR. XFHERZENT5R.

Alfredo has two jobs. On
Saturdays, he helps Mr Nito at
the grocery store'. After school,
he works at a day-care center’.
He works hard for his money.

Alfredo keeps his money in a
shoe box under his bed. When he needs cash,
he takes it out of the box.

One day, he decides to take out $35.00 to fix his
motorcycle. “Hey, Ted! ” he says to his friend.
“Look at this. I have only $15.00 left. I had $50.00 the last time I counted.” “Did
you buy anything since then? ” Ted asks.

Alfredo thinks for a minute. “Well, a few things, I guess. A new shirt and a birthday
gift for my mom. Oh, and I took Sheila to the movies last night.” “ That’s where
your money went, ” Ted says. “Why do you keep it in a shoe box anyhow’? No

wonder* you can’t keep track of your money. Besides, cash can get stolen if you

. Language Notes I EEEESR
. grocery store £ fh 22 555 3. anyhow /'enihav/ adv. EFE{E M, 4. no wonder 1£A~18
2. day-care center H [8] ¥ JLEF AL




keep it around the house.” Where do you keep your money?

Keeping Money Safe - &4rs&

The safest place to keep your money is in a bank, savings and loan association', or
a credit union?. In this book, we will use the word “bank” to mean any of these.
When you put money in a bank, you get your own account. There are two kinds
of accounts. One is called a savings account®. The other is called a checking

account.

A savings account is for money you don’t want to spend right away*. To save for

something that costs a lot. You put your money in a savings account.

A checking account is for money you might want to spend soon. You put that
money into your checking account. You can write checks for as much money as
you put in. The checks are just as good as coins and bills. But checks are safer than

cash.

—— PUZZLER %3

Look in the box for the word that belongs in each blank. Then write
inyour answer. £ 7%,

1. A___ is the safest place to keep your cash
money. bank
2. canget stolen too easily. checks
checking
3. You can put money that you want to spend soon
ina___ account. !
4. Youcanuse ____ the same way you use cash.

. Language Notes I%giﬁﬁ

1. savings and loan association i & 2. credit /'kredit/ union (B 532 3. savings account %% K /
st HIESRROEASERL 4. righaway 7 %I, & F
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Why Checks Are Safer than Cash

- ARAXRILAERE?
A check is a piece of paper from the bank that you write on. The check tells your
bank to pay someone money from your account.

But people at the bank won’t pay until they make sure that you are the one who
signed' the check.

No one else can buy things with your checks. When you pay by check at a store

you have to prove that you're the person who has the checking account.

If you lose cash anyone can spend it. But only you can buy things with your checks.

How Checks Help Keep Track of Money
- ERXEHENCK
Alfredo’s friend Ted has a checking account. In his checkbook?, Ted keeps a list

of the amounts® of money he puts into the account. He also keeps a record’ of the

checks he writes.
The record in the checkbook helps Ted keep track of the way he spends his money.

In Pay by Check you will learn how to open and use a checking account. Then you

can keep track of your money — and keep your money safe!

[ | Language Notes | =% A
1. sign /sam/v. £F ° 3. amount /2'mavnt/ n. ¥&
2. checkbook /'t fekbuk/ n. % Z & 4. record /'reko:d/ n. it 3%



Puzzle Time > ik

Decide what word belongs in each blank. Then find and circle that word
in the puzzle. The answers are printed across’', down, up, backwards’,
and on a slant’. The answer to number 1 is circled for you. {5153 7 Fi¥

R HIZE.

1. Anyone can spend

2.0nlyyoucan_______ things with your checks.

3.A(m)___isa piece of paper from your bank that tells the bank to pay

/

someone money from your account.

F
4. You keep a record of the amounts you put into your checking if 'g g
%
5. You keep a record of the checks you )‘:i E
- >
6. Your record will help you keep track of thewayyou_______ your money.
A B C S
DEF GHTI J P
K L KCEHC E
MB NOP QAN
RS UTUCV D
WX Y Y CE Z A
B CDOETTF G
HI UJ KI L M
NNOPQRTR RS
T TUV WWX Y

Think about It =» BxE

What are the benefits can we get by using checks?

' Language Notes Iﬁiiﬁffx

1. across /o'kros/ adv. $[a) 2. backwards /'bekwodz/ adv. 18] & 3.slant /slamt/n. §&E, HH
W



Opening a Checking Account
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Lead-in £ 1%

B —1ZEM,, IRBAE—HES TR, BMEE—HER. IRBORITRHE—
EAER, SEMENSR. BRSES. HARESE, BEEMSFOBRU RS
T, ATLR? IR TET, (FRERIBEET.

Learning Objective =3B#5

You will be able to know:
» How to open a checking account, that is, how to fill a signature card, including
your address, phone numbers, social security number, etc.

Culture Notes {vEBS

EEE, BEX LS TEFPHIUSEER. RBRIURTAF, MOULIEEI—KIR
7F, BRNEBRRE—IIEL., I-RSRENERBETE. B2, WRBREED
BECHIINEEAR, HEE FBIEHRS, BB/ DBRBMRITER. A28
BRMEATEESHSN 500 M EOUER, BAXRORRETHHEEEREEM.

Tracy wants to open a checking account.
She looks around' the bank. On a desk
near the door she spots” a sign that says,
“New Accounts”. As Tracy walks up to
the desk, the woman behind it looks up
and smiles. “Is this where I open a check-

ing account? ” Tracy asks.

“That’s right, ” says the woman.“I’m

Ms. Lee. I'll be happy to help you.”
What if Tracy had not spotted the New

Accounts sign? How could she find out what to do?

Tracy could ask anyone who works in the bank.

t Language Notes | EEHSR
1. look around RJEl , ?.I[EI_FE 2.spot /spot/v. I, FEF




The Signature! Card - #&£H4

“The first step in opening a checking account is filling out’ a form called the

signature card, ” Ms. Lee explains.

“Your signature is your name in your own handwriting, You sign your name on the
card the same way you will sign your checks. When we want to see if the signature

on a check is really yours, we match’ it to the one on the card.”

What the Bank Needs to Know — SRITETHREER

You write more than your signature on the card.

/

When you open a checking account, the bank needs to know some things about

you.

N

of M X WA

moooy Soppeq) v 3uuadp

“We need to know how to reach? you by mail® and by phone, ” Ms. Lee tells Tracy.

“We also need information showing that your account belongs to you, not to

someone with a name like yours.”

Part of Tracy’s signature card is shown below. Ms. Lee helped Tracy find the right
place to write in each of these things:

1. The address where Tracy gets her mail
2. Her phone number at
home

3. Her phone number at

work MAILING ADDRESS—STREET NO. OR P.0. BOX'CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE"
—- 5 EZ’?Z . f&!t z’zﬁ;‘a e
4, The day, month, and year ] ;/=§0NES—0FF;c£ - G HO%Etu C4 2517/
she was born U"( 203) $3/-99¢62 (203)472 7126
5. The name of the City DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH 7
St /6 /9 bZ
where she was born :

Each box® next to the signa-
ture card has an arrow’
pointing to one of the kinds of information listed above. Write each number from

the list in the matching circle. The first one is done for you.

. Language Notes I EEES
1. signature /'signitfa()/ n. 5, 4. reach frittf/v. 5eeeene BIUBR 7. arrow /'@rau/ n. ik
L34 5. mail /menl/ n. BB1F, 1S4 8. P.O. Box (B} Post Office Box) #B
2.fillout AHS 6. box /boks/ n. GREHPENFIE. BUYEHE
3. match /matf/ v. tLE BHE 9. Zip Code HRBL43H5
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Think about It > mass

Why does the bank need to know Tracy’s birthday and the city where she was

born?

Mother’'s Maiden Name'!' -» BEgisaisK

When you cash a check,
the bank needs to make
sure that you are the per-
son named on the
account. On the signa-
ture card, you write the
answer to a question that

only you can answer:

What is your mother’s

maiden name?

A woman’s maiden name is her family name’ when she is born.

What is your mother’s maiden name?

When people at the bank want to make sure you are who you say you are, they ask
what your mother’s maiden name is. Someone pretending to be you couldn’t

answer that question; so he or she couldn’t take money out of your account.

Social Security? Number - it&FpEea

The bank has another way of knowing that your account belongs to you. You will

be asked to write your Social Security number on the signature card.

Do you have a Social Security card?

[ ]Yes [ ]No

If you answered yes, write your Social Security number here.

. Language Notes | EEHES

1. maiden /'merdon/ nante (ZF (1Y) 1B AT IRK 2. family name #4 3. Social Security 3t SR [E



Employer - g+

There’s a place on your signature card to write in the name of your employer'. Your

employer is the person or company you work for.
There’s also a place on the signature card to write in the kind of job you have.

You can see part of Tracy’s signature card below. Ms. Lee showed Tracy where to

write in each of these things:

1. Her mother’s maiden, or birth name?

2. Her Social Security number

/,

3. Where she works and the kind of job she has

(221 |

Match each kind of information in the list with its place on Tracy’s signature card.

SNEER K

ey Suppag) vSumwadg

Write each number in the matching box.

é"%”f“""‘f g
O?R’S FULL MAIDEN NAME

anato I Donacd
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

= 57/-77-94/¢
EMPLOYER AND POSITION'HELD

ﬁMDmmzfm Jalsepsracr,
*

5
M

. Language Notes | BEE¥S
1. employer im'plora@)/ n. B ¥ , EHR 2. hirth name # 3. position /pa‘zifon/ n. BRI



