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1 How to Use a Dictionary

The dictionary is often used merely to determine the correct spelling of words, or to
find out the accepted pronunciation. But such use is perhaps not the most important
from an intellectual point of view. Dictionaries may, however, have social impor-
tance. It is often a matter of some concern to the person using the dictionary that he
should not suggest to others, by misspelling a word in a letter, of mispronouncing it in
conversation, that he is not educated.

Yet, despite familiarity with the dictionary, the average person is likely to have
many wrong ideas about it, and no real concept of how to use it profitably. For exam-
ple, it is often believed that the mere presence of a word in a dictionary is evidence
that it is acceptable in good writing. Though most dictionaries have a system of mark-
ing words as obsolete, or in use only as slang, many people, more especially if their use
of a particular word has been challenged, are likely to conclude, if they find it in a dic-
tionary, that it is accepted as being used by writers of established reputation. This
would certainly have been true of dictionaries a hundred years ago. For a long time af-
ter they were first firmly established in the eighteenth century, their aim was to in-
clude only what was used by the best writers, and all else was suppressed and the com-
piler frequently claimed that his dictionary contained no “low” words. Apparently this
aspect of the dictionary achieved such importance in the mind of the average person
that most people today are unaware of the great change which has taken place in the
compilation of present-day dictionaries.

Comprehension of the Text

1. Dictionaries may have social importance in that
A) they are often a matter of some concern to a person
B) their users do not want others to know the dictionaries
C) misspellings often appear in letters
D) misspellings would mean that the writer is not educated
2. One of the wrong ideas the average person has about the dictionary is that

A) no one is actually familiar with dictionaries
B) words in a dictionary are taken from good writings



C) he has little idea of how to use it profitably

D) people know little about how dictionaries interpret words

From an intellectual point of view .

A) the dictionary should not be used to determine the correct spelling.
B) to determine the correct spelling is not the most important use of a dictionary
C) dictionaries have social importance

D) the accepted pronunciation is not as important as the correct spelling
We can infer from this passage that present-day dictionaries

A) are always changing

B) are greater than old ones

C) contain “low” words

D) do not suit the average person

. Dictionaries are usually compiled

A) to contain words and their usage

B) to suppress cultural development advanced by ordinary writers
C) by the best writers

D) by the average person

Translation

1.

(Para. 1)

The dictionary is often used merely to determine the correct spelling of words, or to
find out the accepted pronunciation. But such use is perhaps not the most important
from an intellectual point of view.

2. (Para. 2)
Yet, despite familiarity with the dictionary, the average person is likely to have
many wrong ideas about it, and no real concept of how to use it profitably.
New Words and Expressions
profitably AHME, FiH obsolete E#H
slang g established SE=37 WA )
reputation BFE B to suppress EE -
compiler e E apparently B ARHb, B H



2 Sources of Knowledge

Reading is not the only way to acquire knowledge of preceding work. There is anoth-
er large reservoir which may be called experience, and the college student will find
that every craftsman has something he can teach and will generally teach gladly to any
college student who does not look down upon them. The information from these quar-
ters differs from that in textbooks and papers chiefly in that its theoretical part — the
explanations of why things happen — is frequently quite fantastic. But the demonstra-
tion and report of what happens, and how it happens, are sound even if the reports are
in completely unscientific terms. Presently the college student will learn, in this case
also, what to accept and what to reject. One important thing for a college student to
remember is that if Aristotle could talk to the fisherman, so can he.

Another source of knowledge is the vast store of traditional practices handed down
from father to son, or mother to daughter, of old country customs, of folklore. All
this is very difficult for a college student to explore, for much knowledge and personal
experience is needed here to separate good plants from wild weeds. The college student
should learn to realize and remember how much of real value science has been found in
this wide, confused wilderness and how often scientific discoveries turned out to be re-
discoveries of what had existed in this wilderness long ago.

Comprehension of the Text

1. The phrase “this wide, confused wilderness” (Lines 4 — 5, Para.2) most probably
means .
A) wild weeds among good plants
B) the information from craftsmen
C) personal experience
D) traditional practices
2. According to the passage, one can say that
A) it’s difficult for college students to tell wild weeds from good plants
B) college students should spend more time with craftsmen
C) only sincere students can receive instruction from craftsmen
D) college students find it hard to learn from craftsmen in a scientific way
3. It can be inferred from the passage that



A) scientific discoveries are based on personal experience

B) discoveries are the most important source of knowledge for college students
C) one should find more sources other than books to acquire knowledge

D) traditional practices are more important than knowledge learnt from books.
The author advises the college students to

A) show respect only to the skilled craftsmen

B) learn the craftsmen’s experience with a critical eye

C) compare knowledge from books with that from craftsmen

D) help the craftsmen learn to use scientific terms

- Which of the following can be said of craftsmen?

A) They are willing to demonstrate skills to anyone.

B) They know more scientific terms than students.

C) They are eager to convey to students their experience.
D) They respect those who respect them.

Translation

1.

(Para. 2)
Another source of knowledge is the vast store of traditional practices handed down
from father to son, or mother to daughter, of old country customs, of folklore.

. (Para. 2)

All this is very difficult for a college student to explore, for much knowledge and
personal experience is needed here to separate good plants from wild weeds.

New Words and Expressions

preceding SERIAY reservoir (FHR)E &
craftsman EA,BTI5E quarters ' JI,

to explore R, HBR to look down upon FHAE,RBN

to differ from e BHRX 5 to hand down (—R—)ET %
in that A, EF



3 The Information Place

If yyou want to look for a good book to read or some information, you should visit “the
information place” — your local library.

£
A library is more than just a place where books are stored. A library is a source of

information. That information may come from books, from periodicals, from audio-

visual material or even from a computer terminal.

Students go to libraries to study and to write research papers. The periodicals
room of a university library is where foreign students often find newspapers and maga-
zines from their countries. In the reference room, they can find catalogs from many
universities in the U.S. and other countries. If you are buying a used car, the refer-
ence librarian can show you the Blue Book, which lists the prices of new and used cars.
People who need information in a hurry can telephone the reference librarian at many
libraries.

There are as many different library services as there are types of people who use
them. Children’s libraries provide materials for young readers. They sometimes have
storytellers who read stories to groups of their favorite musicians in music libraries.
Some libraries have painting and sculpture exhibits, and most libraries offer special
services for blind people, such as books in Braille, “talking” books, and Kurzweil
Reading Machines.

Libraries provide entertainment as well as information. Novels and short stories
from a library’s fiction collection are a good source of enjoyable reading practice. Pub-
lic libraries often sponsor lectures on topics of interest to members of community, and
a few even offer concerts and film. No matter what your interests are, you will find
that a library can be a great place to enjoy yourself while you learn.

Comprehension of the Text

1. What is another name of a library?
A) A bookstore.
B) A reference librarian.



C) An information place.
D) A periodicals room.
2. In the periodicals room of a library you can find
A) the fiction collection
B) university catalogs
C) newspapers and magazines
D) materials for young readers
3. Which of the following is NOT an example of a library service?
A) Used cars
B) Children’s storytellers
C) Art exhibits 3
D) Kurzweil Reading Machines
4. “A library can be a great place to enjoy yourself while you learn.” This means you
can in a library.
A) play with computers
B) have a lot of rooms to work in
C) talk and laugh as much as you want
D) find entertainment and information
5. What is the main idea of the whole text?
A) There are many kinds of libraries.
B) A library is a place where books are stored.
C) Libraries provide entertainment.
D) Libraries offer many different services.

Translation

1. (Para. 2)
A library is more than just a place where books are stored. A library is a source of
information.

2. (Para. 5)
No matter what your interests are, you will find that a library can be a great place
to enjoy yourself while you learn.

New Words and Expressions

to store WORR periodical B
audio-visual material T4 ¥} terminal R
. 8 .



sculpture RE2A o Braille BX
to sponsor Fh community X

4 Learn from Stamps

The stamp collector can learn a great deal from the colorful pieces of paper he puts in
his album. In addition to learning some basic things about organization and systematic
arrangement, the stamp collector can receive a good course in history and geography
from stamps. As a collector progresses and becomes more specialized, stamps teach
him some basic facts about engraving, paper, and printing.

Stamps are excellent sources of historical information. Almost every nation cele-
brates its military heroes and political leaders on its postage stamps. But scientists and
artists, from Einstein to Beethoven, also grace the stamps of the world. Famous bat-
tles are often commemorated, as well as buildings and scenes which have historical sig-
nificance. Several of the world’s stamps are beautiful, full-color reproductions of the
artistic masterpieces of different historical periods.

Stamps also offer instruction in geography. It doesn’t take long before a beginning
collector checks the location of the countries from which his stamps come. Nations like
Liechtenstein, San Marino, Andorra, Gabon, Ghana, and Afghanistan, while un-
known to many, are usually quite familiar to stamp collectors. Moreover, each country
tries to use stamps to advertise its natural wonders. Such famous attractions as
Yosemite National Park, Victoria Falls, Mount Everest, and the Bay of Fundy appear
on the stamps of the nations within whose borders they lie.

Comprehension of the Text

1. The first paragraph tells us
A) stamp collectors should be more specialized
B) what stamps can bring to stamp collectors
C) what are printed on separate pieces of stamps
D) how to keep stamps in a scientific way
2. A country may employ stamps to make known its to the outside world.
A) scientists and artists
B) geography



C) natural scenery

D) artistic works
3. The author writes the passage to

A) speak for stamp collectors

B) show how important stamps are

C) advertise stamp

D) enrich readers’ knowledge of stamp collecting
4. From the passage we can surely say that

A) a lot of other information should be printed on stamps
B) everybody should develop interests like stamp-collecting

C) collecting stamps is an instructional hobby
D) more and more colorful stamps are needed

5. The word “album”(Line 1, Para.1) most probably means a book

A) on how to arrange stamps
B) to keep stamps

C) to deal with stamps

D) on how to collect stamps

Translation

1. (Para. 1)

In addition to learning some basic things about organization and systematic arrange-

ment, the stamp collector can receive a good course in history and geography from

stamps.

2. (Para. 3)

It doesn’t take long before a beginning collector checks the location of the countries

from which his stamps come.

New Words and Expressions

album SR systematic
specialized Elk#y engraving
military EHEM,EHY to commemorate

to be unknown to  Keee-- I ARBR to be familiar to
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