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franca" in our modern world.
Whether we.like it or not, no .
ma jor, international gathering' can be
held in our age that could do without
the English language; little business

E nglish has become the '"lingua
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can be done on the international
level without recourse¥® to the
English language; hardly any inter-—
cultural exchange on a world-wide
basis could take place unless there
were promoters who had mastered the
English language. In Taiwan there is
a general awareness of. this
phenomenon. The great need is felt
for improving the teaching and
learning of English, especially for
promoting spoken English.

In this article we shall mainly
be concerned with methods and
approaches that may help us to
improve our English speaking ability.
But before we turn to the more
practical aspects of our topic, we
would do well to consider some
important elements that have to do
with the speaking skill. In the last
issue 6f this magazine we discussed
the importance of the art of
listening. We saw how deeply
listening comprehension influences
our whole English learning process.

I don't think I have to stress here

that the listening -and speaking
skills are very closely related and
mutually supporting. In other words,
in all our effort$ to learn to speak
English, we should never lose sight
of the art of 1listening. In
addition, I should.like to point out
the relationship between the speaking
skill and the reading skill.

Whenever we speak, we try to

communicate ideas. Through reading,

we may enrich the treasury of our
ideas, and at the same time, work for
greater clarification in our minds.
This will bear on™* the ability and
willingness to speak. If I have a
lot to -say and am pretty clear about
my ideas, I am eager to communicate.
If not, I feel I had better- "keep my
mouth shut."

In the following, teaching and
learning approaches will be presented
and discussed that have proved to be
effective in one way or another.
The reader may decide for himself
whether or not they could be of help
in his own teaching and/or learning
efforts. However, this most

important principle should constantly

be kept in mind: "it’ is prudence and
determination in -the language
learning process that really count,
methods and approaches play only a
secondary role. "

QUESTION-AND-ANSWER PRACTICES

I begin my discussion by
describing ‘methods used at the
beginning stage of the language

- learning process, and then move up to

more advanced stages. The most
simple” approaches constitute the

guestion-and-answer practices. After
the introduction of appropriate

-learning materials, the teacher asks
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questions about the given situation,
the text (dialogue, narrative), a
picture, or a simple filmstrip*. His
questions are graded, i.e., he starts
with simple questions (yes-no, who,
where, when, etc.) and advances to
more complex such as the why-
question. The teacher is the guide,
i.e., he selects and formulates the
questions. He should pronounce the
questions in a most natural way and
se¢ to it that the answers given
somehow match his pronunciation and
intonation. Once the teacher has
provided a lot of model question-and-
answer practices, he could then
give the students more opportunities
to practice individually. He simply
tells the students to practice two
by two what he did with the entire
class, i.e., one student accepts the
role of the teacher asking questions
while the other student provides the
answers. After a coupie of minutes
they may be asked to exchange their
roles. This exercise has the
advantage that the students have a
lot of individual practice, and they
are also forced to become more
active. They even have to formulate

questions, which is a very important
activity in preparation for future
dialoguing and group work.

MEMORIZATION OF DIALOJUES

As a preparatory step towards

free speaking, memorization of
dialogues is an excellent pracrice.
Many textbooks nowadays introduce
shert and practical dialogues uti-
lizing the grammar and the vocabulary
learned in previous lessons. The
teacher could make up his own or add
others. Students may even be asked
to create new dialogues. They
memorize the dialogues and present
them in groups in front of the class,
possibly acting them out in a lively
way. The teacher should look out for
a meaningful presentation, for-
fluency, natural intonation, and
correct pronunciation. Students can
also learn much by watching their
classmates perform. I may add here
that also short narratives* (stories,
essays, speeches, etc.) could be
memorized by students and presented
to the class, -

STORY TELLING EXERCISE

I just suggested that students
could also memorize short narratives
(reading passages of the textbook
included) to be presented before the
‘class. A step forward would be to
have students change these narratives
into new stories. We might call this
activity story telling exercise. If
there are various persons in the
text, the students could re-produce
the narrative from the point of view
of different persons (a parent, a




student, a teacher, etc.), in the
respective text. They could still
rely heavily on the given vocabulary
and structures, yet they would be
creating their own new stories.
Almost any meaningful text can be
used for this type of story-telling
exercise.. .If .needed,--the teacher
could introduce roles from the
outside into the text. Short talks
or speeches could ‘also be attempted
along the lines indicated. It would,
of course, be most adventageous if
the teacher could provide models
(stories, speeches) for all these

exercises.

Our next item is concerned with
the use of plays. When students see
or act out language they will learn
faster and in a more natural way.
Plays can be used in a great variety
of ways to further the language
learning process; especially the
speaking skill, A "telephone call",
"to go shopping", or "a visit with
friends" can be produced as plays
without special preparation. Plays
based, e.g., on detective stories,
fairy tales, or other short stories
need good preparation. Students may
also look at pictures, and then act
out what they have seen on the
picture. Videotaped movies may
suggest a lot of topics for short

plays.

We turn now to the interview as -
an ideal method to practice spoken

English, It is basically a form of
dialogue. It can make speaking
exercises quite interesting and
spontaneous¥.. The interviewer should
have enough quéstions prepared that a
very lively dialogue or even a
discussion can be evoked. The
interview may deal with the content
of textbook reading, with matters
related to the students (their life

stories, their habits, their hobbies, *

their plans and expectations, etc.)
or with matters of a more general
nature (opinion about life in Taipei,

about traffic problems, about young
people in Taiwan, etc.). The teacher
could again first present a model -

‘interview and then ask some. students.
to produce interviews in front of
their classmates. After these
presentations, the teacher could then
ask his students to sit in .groups

together-to produce interviews-on-the.

topics indicated.

GROUP WORK
In recent years group work has
been recognized as a very useful aid
in the foreign language learning
process. Group work is actually
practiced in most speaking exercises

[ XTI



discussed so far. It can be applied
at the earliest stages of foreign
language learning;
helpful in classrooms with big
numbers of students; and it may help
to remove psychological blocks with
many students. Furthermore, social
and linguistic interactions* build a
good community spirit in the
classroom. On an advanced level,
group work may consist of preparing
and presenting reports and plays, and
discussing (within groups, between
groups) topics of culture in
general; literature, modern youth,
problems of contemporary society,

etc..
CREATIVE USE OF TEXTS

As educated people, our students
will always have to deal with written
texts of which they should be able to
make the best use. For a more
creative use of texts, I have devised
certain approaches which have proved
to be effective not only for a
thorough understanding of texts, but
also with regard to*¥* oral
communication. I asked students,
working individually or in groups, to
use stories (short stories or other
narratives), or other written texts,
and to convert them into the
following types of language
productions: plays (short drama or
comedy), radio plays, interviews,

it is especially

v
reports ( radio-, TV-, police-, etc.)

different types of adapteticas o~f the
original text (re-tell: story
from the point of view o: ~ ‘ferent

roles in the text ), a simple
conversation about the -~ontent of
the given text, and a serious

_discussion of the text. To be able

to do these exercises, stidents need
to work together in groups, analyze
and interpret the given texts
thoroughly, create new texts, and
finally, present them in 2 lively and
natural way in the classroom. If
fitting texts are available, these
approaches can be used at a rather
early stage of English learning. At

- a more advanced stage, certain pieces

of literature can be used. Students
are then given a tacte of the
characteristics of dlffer:Pt literary
genres®,

ORAL REPORTIKG

Many more methods could be
discussed here. I think, for
example, of various ways oral
reporting could be practiced. lack
of space forbids comment an this and
other interesting topics here. To
sum it all up, I hope that the
methods presented in this short
article will be of some help to
students and teachers alike.

VOCABULARY’

recourse (n.) 48
2. filmstrip (n.) OBK
3..narrative (n. )#{&Zﬁ
4. spontaneous (adj.) B#A%: RHERY
5. interaction (n.)%H{ER ; HEEE
6. genre (n.) 8 ; 8

ANNOTATION™

1. bear on: B..- B
2. with regard to: pggA... ; HH---
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One of the quéestions I am most frequently asked is, "How can I
improve my English writing ability?" The ability to write in
English is becoming increasingly important, both in business and in
education. Those who can‘express themselves well in writing find
themselves at a considerable advantage.

How can you improve your writing ab111ty° The best way to begin
is' by reading. You should study many different kinds of writing:
fiction, new5‘1tems ‘essays and textbooks. In itself, this will
not make you a better writer, but it will familiarize you with
written English and give you a flexible approach to writing.

Though reading can help you acquire a feeling for written
English, practice is essential in learning to use words to express




your own thoughts. Write regularly and frequ.ntly, at least a
paragraph or two a day. You may want to keep a private journal, in
which you can record daily events along with other information,
observations and ideas.

In this article and future articles we will offer you some advice

which we hope will make your practice more effective and help your
writing to improve more quickly.
- Begin with sentence structure. In a way, the sentence is the
basic unit of writing, because it represents a complete thought.
But writing sentences is more than a matter of good grammar. To be
effective, the sentence must express its meaning clearly.

Suggestions for writing clearer sentences:
1. Avoid Redundancy.

A sentence is redundant if it uses two or more words that
express the same meaning.
Examples: a. How can I possibly do it?

b. This is a serious crisis.

c. She looked unhappy and miserable.
In the first sentence, possibly is not necessary, because its
meaning is contained in the word can. In the second sentence,
serious is not necessary, because all crises are serious. In
the third sentence, unhappy is not necessary, because anyone who
is miserable must be unhappy.

2. Simplicity is best for clarity.

Whenever possible, you should express yourself in simple words.
Example: He expressed a desire to return home.
This sentence can be simplified to:
He said he wanted to go back home.
Synonyms may be alternated for variety, but in general simple
words will communicate your meaning more clearly.

3. Avoid excess words.

Similarly, simple phrases will get your meaning across more
clearly. Do not use more words than are necessary to express
the thought. .
Example: The object is communication on an international
basis. :
This sentence can be simplified to:
The object is international communication.
You should also avoid meaningless words.
Example: Basically, her problem is that she is ‘too short.
The word basically is not necessary in this sentence,  which would
have the same meaning without it.




4. Avoid run-on sentences.
Run-on sentences are sentences that are unnecessarily long.
Example: The rulers of the Tang Dynasty governed China from
618 to 907 and many historians consider this period
to be the golden age of Chinese civilization,
The two clauses in this sentence are entirely separate thoughts.
This sentence should be separated into” two sentences: ,
The rulers of the Tang Dynasty governed Chlna from.
. 618 to 907. Many historians consider this period to
be the golden age of -Chinese civilization. o
Bowever, you may connect independent clauses if there is a close . e
relationship between them. If the sentence is complex, you can '
make it clearer by adding a semicolon(;).
Example: The capital of the Tang Dynasty was set up at Chang-
~an, which means long peace, but Chlna was soon tor" :
by civil war, o
This. sentence may be divided with a semlcolon before th
conjunction but:
. The capital of the Tang dynasty was- set up at Chang-

an, which means long peace; but China was soon torn;
by civil war.

Following is a hst of mistakes often mode in wrlﬂng sentances. Al
~ though these mistakes can be thought of as grammatical emors, they
- are worth noting here, because they ore the result of Illogicol shucture. ’

L Frcgmenis ,
. A fragment is a sentence that is incomplete. : ‘ :
Example: She doesn't like beer. *Because it is bitter.
The second sentence is incomplete, because it consists only of a
subordinate clause. It must be connected to a main clause‘
She doesn't like beer because it is bitter.

2. Excess conjunctions.

_ Many students make the mistake of u51ng,redundant conJunctlons.
Example: *Although he has not yet: graduated but he has
already found a.job.

Although and but should not be used in the same sentence, since o
they have a similar meaning. ; _ o v

3. Too few conjunctions.
. .Example: *He has brown hair, blue eyes, and is six feet tall.
In this sentence, the word and connects the verbs has and is.
Hair and eyes are the obJects of has, so. they also must be o
connected by a conjunction: : >
He has brown hair and blue eyes, and is six feet tall

10




4. Missing Subject.

Example: While listening to the radio, a song came on that

reminded him of his former girlfriend.

If the subject of listening is not named, it must be the same as
the subject of came on. Obviously, it is not the same. A song
cannot listen to the radio. So the subject must-be named:

As he was listening to the radio, a song came on that
reminded him of his former girlfriend.

In the next issue, we will begin. to cmbine sentences: into
paragraphs. For now, try the following exercises in-sentence
structure. :

Exercises. g ' |

A. Tell what is wrong with the follow1ng senténces and correct'
them.

1.
s 2.
3.
4,
5.
6.

7.

8.
B 9.

10.

B, D1v1de the following run-on sentence into smaller aentences;

Although he is Amerlcan but he can speak Chinese well.

She doesn't like hilm because he is boringly dull.

A right whale is big, heavy and has a stout body.

He indicated that he wasn't satisfied with his exam score.
They do all their work on a scientific basis.

He is a good basketball plavyer. ‘Although he_is'not'very
tall.

While cIimbing the tree, a coconut fell and hit him on the

head.,

To purify the gasolise, it is filtered.

Besides annoying her, he angered her by telling everyone how'

old she was. ‘ ‘
Because he was rude, so she slapped him.

using periods (.) or semicolons ().

While dining in a restaurant, a woman called the waiter
and asked him to turn the air conditioning down and several
minutes later the-same woman was fanning herself and she
called the waiter and asked him to turn the air conditioning
up and her complaints continued for some time and finally a
man seated at the next table called to the waiter and said
"That woman must .be driving you crazy, making you turn the

air condltlonlng up and down all the time," and the walter‘

ansvered "Not at all, this restaurant doesn t have a1r

condltlonlng

CFEE 27 TD)
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A Witness to History

London along the Thames
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E very year, millions of tourists

travel to. London to see the

many historic sights that this
city, the eighth largest city in the
world®*, has to offer. Because
London is so large, the focus of this
article will be the area of London
that is located along the banks of
the Thames River,
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The Thames River in England is a
relatively small river when compared
with the other great rivers of the
world. However, along this river, in
the city of London, can be found some
of the oldest and most important
structures in all of England. The
Thames river has played an important
Tole in the history of England and
‘the rest of the world, for it was
through this famous waterway that
British. ships sailed out to _sea, and
conquered one quarter of the world.
Today, a tourist can walk along the
banks ‘of the Thames, and see some of
the western worlds most well-known
landmarks. '
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One of the most impressive
sights along the Thames river is the
magnificent House of Parliament.
This building has been the seat of
the British government for over five
hundred years. Originally, this
building housed King Henry the VIII
and his court. The building was
destroyed by fire in 1834, but
through reconstruction the house
became an elegant, masterpiece of
nineteenth century architecture.
Victoria Tower rises 122 meters from
the foundation, and on top is located
Big Ben. This clock and bell have
been a well-known symbol of London
for over one hundred years. Today,
the clock and bell continue to toll
out the time with amazing accuracy.

CERREBE(GHLEEEEE) -
OHSRITE E8I A (BIC BEN) o

OB AW (EPE) -

Very near to the House of
Parliament one can find the
Westminster Abbey. This building has
a history of over nine hundred years,
and it has been the sight of many
great events in British History. .
Since 1066, almost all English rulers
have been crowned there. The floor
plan of this massive -church is in the
shape of a lLatin cross*¥, the length
of which is 156 meters. The nave¥* is
12 meters wide, and 62 meters high.
Inside, the entire length of the
church is lined with colorful,
stained glass windows. The
atmosphere. of this church can inflict
in one a feeling of awe.

Another church quite close by,
is the St. Pauls Cathedral. The
original cathedral was destroyed by
the great fire of 1666, and the
current one was, built up in its
place. . The dome of this church

towers 111 meters above the ground.
This cathedral has been the sight of
many famops events, and one of the .
most recent events was the wedding of
Prince Charles and Lady Diana.

13




Further down the river is the
forbidding® Tower of London, the
city's oldest landmark. The Tower of
London is actually a fortress cof
twenty towers, the foundations of
which were set in 1066, by William
the Conqueror. He built this
structure with the intention of
defending London from invaders coming
up the river. The fortress has had
other functions as well through time,
and many Kings, Queens, and criminals
have been imprisoned within it's many
towers. One of the most infamous
towers is the Bloody Tower, so named
because of the many executions that
took place there. More people were
beheaded in this tower, than in any
of the other nineteen towers. There
is a certain feeling of mystery and
intrigue that one gets when visiting
this tower, for the axe and chopping
block** are still kept .there as
reminders of the gruesome® past.

. Another tower, the White Tower,
is also noteworthy. This 58 meter
tall tower had a variety of uses.
The first floor was used as a torture
chamber at one time, and the
thumbscrews* and racks* are still
there as testimony. Just above,’' on
the second floor, were banquet halls
and a chapel.
were used to house some of the more
exalted prisoners, such as Kings of
Scotland and France. Today, most of
the tower is & museum. Within its
walls is one of the finest
collections of arms and armour in the
world, with armaments that date from
the past six ‘centuries.

The top. two flgors
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Outside of the Tower of London
is the Tower Bridge, spanning* the
Thames river. This classically
styled drawbridge is as much a
landmark in London as Big Ben and the
Tower of London.

. london Bridge is another huge
bridge, and was the only bridge to
span the Thames between the years of
1209 and 1750. The original bridge
had many shops built right on top of
it, but much of the bridge was de-
stroyed in the great fire of 1666.
The bridge was torn down and recon-

structed in 1973 to keep up with- the

need for people to get from one side
of London to the other.

In the time when the Thames
river was the key to strange and
exotic lands around the globe, this
bridge acted as a noble gateway® for

those who dared sail from London.
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