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Lesson One

Reading Text
Read the following passages care fully and then do the exercises
that follow. You can refer to the Notes if you have difficulty in

understanding the meanings of the nuwmnbered words or expressions.

1. Albert Schweitzer
LESLIE W. LEAVITT

After some time, things were g.oing well and the work went
on. But what sorrow and suffering among the crowds that came
from miles around ! The sick had no knowledge of medicine except as
a kind of magic. Schweitzer soon found that up and down the river
the people thought of him as a powerful magician'. The name Ogan-
da, by which he was known . meant that-he was able to do magic.
“Indeed , he is great,” said an old woman with trouble with her
heart. “He knows I can hardly breathe at night and that I often have
swollen® feet,yet I didn’t tell him and he never looked at my feet. ”

They were surprised by the way he put them to sleep when he
operated on them. “Since Oganda has been here,we have seen won-
derful things,” said a little girl: “First he kills the sick people , then™
he heals them,and then he wakes them up again. ”

After nine months Schweitzer was able to write to his friends
in Europe that he had cared for more than two thousand people. The
need was great. One day a man was brought in a log boat by his
friends and carried up the hill to the hospital. His pain was terrible,
yet he was only one of many who had to suffer until they died,un-
less the only doctor for hundreds of miles around could save them.

e 1 .



Schweitzer went over to speak to the suffering man. “Don’t be
afraid,” he said, laying his hand gently on the black head. “In less
than an hour's time you will go to sleep,and when you wake up you
won't fcol any pain. ”

The man was made ready, and the doctor, helped by his wife
and the faithful® Joseph, performed the operation. Later, Schweitzer
sat by his bed waiting for him to wake. Slowly lie moved a little,
breathed deeply,rolled his head on the bed and came back to life.
Suddenly his eyes opened. “I’ve no more pain,” hs said.

He looked about him,fixed his eyes on the doctor,and repeated
as if he could not believe it, “No more pain! No more pain!” His
hand searched for Schweitzer’s hand, held it and would not let go.
“I’ve no more pain!”

He was like those men who,in the years that followed, were to

feel the healing power of Oganda’s hands and loving heart,

2. Jenner Studies Smallpox
M. L. POTTS

Jenner was very troubled because there were so many diseases
for which no cure had been found,and of which many people died.
The worst of themn all was smallpox!, and every year hundreds of
people caugilt the disease. Of those who caught it, many died;and
those who recovered had their faces and bodies covered with scars’.
Jenner longed® to find a way of saving people from this terrible dis-
ease and he thought about it a great deal and tried to find out all he
could about it.

After a time he noticed something very interesting. He found
that the girls who were employed to milk cows hardly ever caught
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smallpox ,and he began to wonder why. Many of them caught a dis-
case from the cows called cowpox”, which was not serious and from
which they recovered quickly. He found that people who had had
cowpox seemed to be safe from catching smallpox.

One day a girl came to see him who had a cowpox sore® on her
hand. Jenner took some of the germs® of the cowpox from her hand.
He then found a little boy of eight called jimmy Phipps. He made a
small scratch on his arm. Into the scratch he put some of the germs
of the cowpox. Jimmy caught cowpox and soon got better,but later
when he came near people who had smallpox he did not catch it,
though other people did.

Jenner was very excited at what he had found. He wrote a pa-
per about it and had it printed for other doctors 1o read. That was
how vaccination'® was discovered. At first people would not believe
that what he had written was true. Many of them thought it was
nonsense ; and when Jenner offered to vaccinate people they were too
much afraid to come forward.

Gradually the news spread all over the world and Jenner be-
came a great hero. The Government ordered that all sailors must be
vaccinated before they went to sea,and the doctors of the Royal
Navy were so pleased that there was no more smallpox in the ships
that they gave Jenner a gold medal''.

The Empress of Russia sent Jenner a gold ring. The doctors in
England collected money and gave him a dinner service® of silver
plate, and the English parliament .gave him a gift of &.20,000. In
Germany the people kept Jenner’s birthday as 4 national holiday,
and another holiday was the day on which he had vaccinated Jimmy
Phipps.

But Jenner was not spoilt by all his fame,and he continued to
work as a humble village doctor. He refused to make money out of
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his discovery,and throughout his lifc he always vaccinated anybody
who came to him without making any charge. He visited London
fairly frequently, but he always went back to his village home as
soon as he could. After his wife’s death, when he was sixty-six years
old, he never left home again, but he continued to work hard as «

doctor till he died quite suddenly at the age of seventy-four.
3. Anaesthetics
EVE BLANTYRE SIMPSON

Of nitrous oxide’®, Sir Humphry Davy wrote, “It appears able
to destroy physical pain. It may be used with advantage during sur-
gical operations in which no great amounts of blood are lost. ”

“The first experiment,” said Sir James Simipson, “of breathing
enough vapour to destroy all feeling was made neither in America
nor in our own days. Let me remind you that Sir Humphry Davy
boldly made the experiment many times upon himself, although he
had seen occasional* deaths in animals from it. He did this in the last
century , with nitrous oxide, and, further, found that headache and
other pains disappeared under its influence. ”

The uses of this gas lay partly forgotten for nearly forty years,
till a Mr. Colton, lecturing on laughing-gas'® in Hartford, Connecti-
cut, had among his audience Mr. Horace Wells, dentist. Mr. Wells
was surprised by seeing a person who breathed it fall and knock
himself badly . without being conscious of the fact.

Next day Mr. Colton gave the gas to Mr. Wells.and a Dr. Rigg
extracted his tooth. “A new age in tooth-pulling!®t”” he exclaimed.
“It did not hurt me more than a pin. ” This was the first anaesthet-
ic'” operation in America, 1844. He was unsuccessful in an attempt
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at painless dentistry!® in public at Boston. He left very disappointed,
not knowing that his failure was owing to not giving enough gas.

In 1818,in a journal” published by the Royal Institution,Lon-
don, the case of a man is mentioned. This man unwisely breathed
ether® ,and became unconscious for thirty hours.

Faraday in this country,and Godman in America,showed ,as a
result of their observation and experience,that the effects of breath-
ing ether were quite similar on the nervous system to those produced
by breathing nitrous oxide gas. This vapour of ether was used across
the Atlantic in Georgia in 1842. P

While he waited to test ether’s powers, Morton ,a clever young
deéntist , wanted some nitrous oxide gas to imitate Wells. He asked
Mr. Jackson , who was more of a scientist than Morton;and Jackson
suggested ether. In 1846 Morton boldly breathed it,and saw,when
he recovered consciousness, that he had been insensible® for about
eight minutes. He quickly understood that longer operations than
tooth-pulling could be performed with it. He begged for a public
trial®® of it at Massachusetts General Hospital, 30th September,
1846; and as it was said, “By this priceless® gift to humanity, the
fierceness of sﬁffering has been covered in the waters of forgetful-
ness™”. In a lefter to Morton, November 19,1847 , Professor Simp-
son said, “Of course,the great thing is the producing of insensibili-
,

ty,and for that the world is,1 think,indebted® to you.’
From Easier Scientific English Practice By G. C. THORNLEY

Notes
. Albert Schweitzer
1. magician; person skilled in magic ARG
2. swollen: having got bigger,often because of water or air inside
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