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1. Spring Flood

An Extract from Daughter of Earth
~--by Agnes Smedley

Additional Background Material for Teachers’ Refe-
rence

1. About the author

Agnes Smedley (1892-—1950 ) was an American
revolutionary wesier and jonrnalist and a true friend
of the Chinese people,Shes the great daughter of
the American people; was born on a farm in a smal]
town in northern Missouri oo Feb,23, 1892, Born
into a poor farmer’s family and brought up in the
western mining state of Colorado: partially of Ame-
rican Indian descents Agnes knew social injustice
from her earliest childbood, At various times, she
sold newspaperssworked as an altendant, a waitresss»
a worker in a tobacco factory aad a sales represen-
tative peddling books from door to door in order to
earn her living,

She first came to China as a correspondent in
1928 and spent the greater part of the thirteen follow-

ing years in our country,ln the 1930’s right under
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he nose of KMT and imperialist spiess she assisted
Madam Sun Yat-sen to found the committee to pro-
tect Rights in China,She also went to Northeast Chi-
na to investigate and report on the Japanese econom=-
ic invasion and military concentration,

In January 1937, Agnes Smedley, despite the dif-
ficulties and hardships on route; went to Yan'aun
where she interviewed Chairman Mao and other lea-
ders of the C,P.C,Certainly she was one of the [irst
western reporters to visit the Eighth Route Army
keadquarters, Large amount of writings by Smedley
about the Red Army men and people in the red area
just functioned the same as Edgar Snow’s"Red Star
over China”which served as an eye-opener for peo-
ple in western countries, It was through her efforts
that many people in Britain and the Wnited States
came to have a better understanding of the real na-
ture and the great strength of the Chinese revolution,
its aims and its roots: which had long been conceal~
ed,

QOwing to illness she returned to the United Sta-
tes in 1941 with great reluctance,but persistent persecu-
tion from the McCarthyites who labelled her as"ene-
my spy”or’enemy agent’,compelled her to leave her
own country for England, where she died on May
6,1950,at Oxford from lack of proper care alter
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an operalion,

Her love for China uppermost even to Lhe very
ends she expressed the hope in her wiil that her
ashes could be burned on Chinese soili  Today we
can sce & granife tomb with a grey marble headsione
bearing Comrade Zhu De’s inscription in the
Babaoshan cemetery for revolutionaries on the west-
cern outskiris of Beijing,

2. A bricf summary of Smedley’s major works

1 ) Daughter of Earth{ Xtk )L ) from which
our text Spring Flood is extracted,is the title of her
first novel,It was published in 1928, This autobiogra-
phical account of her life up to the First World War
was a powerful evocation of the poverty and tena-
cious ztruggles of her carly years,

2 ) Chinese Destinies{ ¥ B AR &iZ ) published
in 1933 was her {irst work on the Chinese revolution,
As soon as Smedeley had arrived in China,she
got involved in political activities,She got in touch
with many progressives as Madam Sun Yat-sen,
Lu Xun,Cai Yuan-peis Mao Dun, etc,and did a lot
of invesligatioss oo the imperialist invasions in Chi-
na, and it was just based on the facts she collecled
that the book was writlen,

8 ) China’s Red Army Marches { PH ¢ & A 3§
i# ) was published in 1934,In 1933 for reasons of
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health Smedley went to the Soviet Union for treat-
ment, There she [inished the book hased on the ac-
counts of direct participants in the famous Long
March of the Chinese Red Army who had made their
way secretly into KMT-held Shanghai where Lu Xun
was staying at that time,

4 ) China Fights Back{ + B £ A% ) was publish-
ed in 1938 in London, The sub-title is An Amer-
fican woman with the Eighth Roufe Army in which
she expressed her great sympathy for the Chinese
workers and peasants,She said in the book,’-] eat
the same food as they do and feel ashamed il I do
not share mine with them,Does this mean that [ am
indulging in weaksmiddle class sympathy? If sosso be
ityand let all make the mostof it,if helping workers
and peasants is middle class,petty bourgeois, then
let it be that foverers to me it means merely that
I cannot live a life apart from theme~*

& ) Battle Hymn of Ching { ¥ & &) %# } was pub-
lished in 1943, After leaving China she was distress-
ed to learn that for tem years Americans had been
supplying the Japanese with scrap metal which had
been made into bullets and bombs to kill the Chi-
nese people,She was determined to expose their plot
and also determined to tell China’s story, and

especially the revolutionary drive of her people which
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she had seem in the Red Army. Battle Hymn

of Chino was her fullest expression of her determ-

ination,

8 ) The Great Road ( life story and times of Zhu
De) { thk#Iika ) ( REHL FHHK ) was a politic-
cal biography of Zhu De,with whom she had had long
conversations in Yan’an, The book,six years in the
writing, faithfully portrays the life aad times (up to
his 60th year } of Comrade Zhu De and vividly de-
picts the series of events of the Chinese revolution
under the leadership of Comrade Mao Zedong,It was
published in 1858 and since them together with that
other classic, Red Star over China { &47¥iL } by
Edgar Snow,it has been considered essential in the
west for the study of modern Chinese history,
Detailed Study of the Text,

1, The spring time came,first to the plains and feot-
hills and thea up to the mountain snows,In Tri-
nidad the cottonwood trees put on a fuzzy green-
ness and the Purgatory River rose bhigher and
higher,swelled by the melting snows, ( line 1)
AxAT, ARHNFERPLREN & REXRHTRE
Bk, ARLRAFM, ZA-thALEC 2R
Ho Wik ey Ra AR 2T RR LR, KA
Ak,

In other words,the result of the coming of the
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springtime was that the Lrees on the plains and

foothills turned green and the snows on the top

of the mountains melted, The melting snow flew
down inte the river which rose higher and higher.

1 ) Trinidad(line 2)--1t is a small city in south-
ern Colorade on the Purgatory River,Be sure not
to confuse it with "Trinidad and Tobago"which tis
a group of islands lying off the coast of Venezuela,

2 )put on {line 8 ) --clothe with

8 ) fuzzy (line 8 ) --covered with fine downy
particles, loose light fibres or hairs, Thus fuzzy green-
pess means the pale and blurred green of trees just
coming intc leaf,

4)YPurgatory River(line 8, 4)--ariver in south
and seulheast Colorado, Purgatory is a significant
word for Christians, They believe that souls have to
be purged of wordly sins before going to heaven,

5 )swelled by the melting smows--"To swell”
means” to grow or make bigger’e.g.The river is swol-
len by rain,

2. Each day we stood on its banks and watched it
eat nearer to the row of little houses in front of
our tent,

AMBEEBETALURRES, RAKT L3054

&AM ER M —HEH P BT

Everyday we were on the riverbanks and kept
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a lookout for the gradual and irresistable ad-
vance of the flood water engulfing its banks, .
bridgess and rows of houses, Here the word’ eat’
is in a figurative use which serves as a vivid
description of a river in spate,People just watch-
ed it come closer and closer and the soil being
eroded bit by bit, Actually the word’eat’ means to
penetrates destroys swallow as if by eating,
Other examples are:

The river had eaten away the banks,

The sea had caten away much of the shore,
Acid eats metal, { Acid eats into metal)

Rust eats {nto iron,

The flames ate up the wood,

sleel structure { line 10) --the bridge men-
tioned previously,

cut a.new riverbed (line 10 ) --the river

changed course.

roar { line 11 ) -~ a loud deep sound; sound; as;,
the roar of the cannon; a roar of laughter
intervals { line 12 ) --time or space between; e.g.
There is an interval of a week between Christ-
mas and New Year’s Day,

She has intervals of freedom from pain,

There are irees at intervals of twenty feet,

She learns French in the intervals of housework,

7



In the intervals of conversation he used to sing
a fittle,

to and fro (line 13 ) --back and forth; one way
and then back again; backwards and forwards;
e.,

The seatry paced to and {ro,

The children ran to and fro in the street,

in low tones { line 14)~-in low voice; tone means
sound esp, with reference to its quality.feeling,
etc, )

Tone and V¥ ofce are interchangeable in;

He spoke in angry tones (in an angry voice )
only Foice is possible in the following:

[’ve caught a cold and lost my voice,

We couldn’t recognize you voice from the record-
ing,

Everybody was listenisg to the voice in the {lood

(text)Voive is the working word and tone refers to

its emotional content, pitch, duration.e.g.

The tone of the letter is insulting, {serious,etc, }
[t was in the gray of an early morning that my
mother’s terrified voice awoke us, (line 15)
AERAMS, RAMAONNE, AXEHNDHE
AR,

It was in an early morning when the sky is dull,
cloudy and gloomy that Mother’s {rightened voice

8



10.

1,

12,

13,

14,

roused me {rom sleep, Here gray refers to twi-
light or the faint hall-light before sunrise,In a
different context gray may refer to the colour
of an overcast sky,e.g,

It’s very grey outside--1 thisk it’s going to
rain,

Gray is American spelling,B,E,is grey,

there was time to dress(line 17 ) --there was
enough time to dress properiysto put on ali the
necessary clothes,

yer (line 19) --your an’ =and, It is realistic
and has the true~to-life effect,Further examples:

gal for girly duano for don’t know

wot for what

wanna drink? = Do you want a drink?

1 think I"m goona die= 1 think I'm going io
die,

What d’ya call it? = What do you call it?

had broken its banks (line 22) ~~The river had

over-flowed its banks,

weeds and willows ( line 23)-instance of ailiter-
atien,
with a sound of daanger (line 23)--with a sound

that strikes fear in people’s hearts, This
( the effect of sound ) is elaborated in the sen-

tence immediately following it,



15, It was a terrible sound,, mad waters rushiag
and risingeelemental {orces speaking in a voice
of finality.

TR AT 69 B & B 9T KA s B oo S

K AR,

The horrible sound of violent waters gave peo-

ple the impression that everything is wuschal-

lenged,irresistable and everything is finished and
settled and there is nothing more to be said
or done,

1 ) waters ( line 25) : The words water and wa-
ters appear in this text several times, Some-
times in the singular,semetimes in the plural, Water
is usually seen in the singular, but when a mass of
water is implied it is often wused in the plurai.In
this repect there aren’t any hard f{ast rules to go
by,

If water is used in a specific sense the singular
is preferred. e,g,

The wafer continued to rises

Even if the wafer sorrounded it+

«for although the water was rising,

wand each time the wafer crept nearer his
hipse-

mwit\h the roar of the rushing water,

Iz the following only the singular is possible,
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'd like some water please,

Bring me some hot water,

The fields were under water after the heavy
rain,

The reat was hall covered with water. (lest)

Tt was filled with water,

But the singular is unacceptable in these:

An enemy warship intruded inlo our teorritorrial
walery,

The headwafers of the river are formed {rom
the melting snows high up the mountains,

They have a right to fish in certain wafers,

Still waters run deep ( prov, )

AR XK, AU,

Drink not the waters of forgetfulness,

The doctor advised her to drink the waters{go
to a spa for mineral water)

2 ) elemental forces (line 25) --Here it refers
to Nature at her worst such as storm,calamities,
etc.In old times earth water; air and fjre were con-
sidered to be the four elements of nature,

8 )in a voice aof finality (line 26)--with an
air af unchallenged authority,In other words, man
is at the mercy of the elements. (A% 8 R EF)
People were exposed to the full fury of the
elements.,
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