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I have always felt sympathy and compassion for the kids |
see at school walking all alone, for the ones that sit in the back
of the room while everyone snickers and makes fun of them. But |
never did anything about it.1 guess | figured that someone else
would. 1 did not take the fime to really think about the depth of
their pain.Then one aay | thought, what if | did take a moment
out of my busy schedule to simply say hello to someone without a
MMdaﬂmmmnmwM%xnmmeamptw%mw?Nﬂl
did. It felt good to brighten up someone else” s life. How did |
know | did? Because | remembered the day a simple kind hello
changed my life forever.

A simple “hello”
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eader’'s Letters
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Dear Jean,

Thank you for lending me this attractive booklet. English Square is a very inter-
esting reader for those who know Chinese and wish to learn English, There are a few
typographic errors but relatively few. All in all, I have only a few suggestions to make,
and will have many more good things to say about this little book than otherwise.

Page 42: “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” is a literary masterpiece and I commend
the Editor for including it. (Hollow is another word for ravine.)}I hope she(he?) con
sults the numerous anthologies of American short stories for future issues of English
Square . Probably the short stories of Faulkner, Hemingway, and especially O.Henry
would be suitable.

Ihavereadallot‘t.heEnglishitexminthemagazine, and in general enjoyed
ﬂmm.%banhﬁemsﬁngaﬂledimofﬁfeintheUnitedStam,andlbeﬁeveitwillbe
VeryhelpﬁﬂtoanyClﬁn&esmdemwis}ﬁngtomwterAmeﬁcanEngﬁsh.

Sincerely,
E. Wallace McMullen
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Dear English Square,
How are things going?
I’m a senior school student. Last week, by accident,I saw your advertisement in a

magazine.l was deeply attracted.Then I went to a Xing Hua Bookstore and got the
E.S. (VD '

I was immediately interested in it. After I read it,! can’t help writing to you.It is a
very good book for students. Though I have read only a few pages, I want to read
more.In the past, I had read many kinds of English magazines . Some have bad covers,
some have very difficult articles. They are not fit for me. . ..

English Square is a kind of book that I want to read.] am determined to read it
page by page.

Wish you success!

Editor’'s Note

Kﬂ\eEngtishSqumamaclsymatﬁrstsight,ﬂmt’sha]fm;ifithelps I

X ®B®

you achieve success, that’s complete success, and that’s our expectation.
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RAFBEHRERENE TR ong Li has been called China’s answer to
- BREUZ LR B Greta Garbo, and for good reason.Like
X CEMNBmALTER—

. AERERUGER, the late’ Swedish actress, she has a
MBS BiExmasea Sylphliké beauty, an almost ethereal presence
BAMISE. thoh A%  that only deepens with age.She also shares
MABHEIRE—HERM  with Garbo a remarkable acting range that her
iiﬁiﬁﬁ@ﬁi 21 films to date’ suggest she has only begun to
WEEEAB g — 5 cxplore. Finally, Gong Li is coolly disdainful® of
o FoM, MFEINAETM  the media and of the intrusions into her private
BEXEEE, DAL ife that are the cost of fame, although she re-
AL ZERE (BNATIERL luctantly’ agrees to the occasional interview

91K )o 0 R <>
Eggg E;éls:&ﬂfégﬁ and knows the importance of having a public

EEAEREM, presence.
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Gong Li, who is now 34, has become a vi-
tal ambassador’ of Chinese cinema. Recognition
has come partly through films like “Raise the
Red Lantern” (a film by Zhang Yimou), S4F 34 SMRHMER S
“Farewell My Concubine®” and “Temptress’ FTE&&3¥ZEEAISHEX
Moon” (both by Chen Kaige)and partly through ﬁ;:;i?@*ﬁ;ﬁfg?
her regular appearances on international film (BEEFICRAAD (3 hEk
festivals. At an interview with Bowofﬁoe Magar wEh S) XBEE, —
zine” during her appearance at France’s #2mFitE—EEROE

Cannes Festival in 1999, she said, “as an ac- P LEHMNBE, 1999 F#&
tress, bemg here with a film [ “the Empemr and ZEEA %%ﬁ%jﬁﬁ (i
people respect me for my 8, gEEEDH
craft?. And, as a person, it is BE (HEINE
an important opportunity to = ) RFIXOLIERS
notice trends and to k UNIBbSE: S £ 3) -
track of® what is happenmgeelfl . BB, AT
A, XB—PNRE

cinema.” Earlier this year she
was invited to be jury* presi-

B, HRERBER

AT ESHEEN

dent of the 50th Berlin Film o " SESLE

Festival, at which a new fea- j &, eRamimiaG

. a8 FERTEEHRY

E.lre film starrmgl herself BFBEYE, &

Break the Silence” (by Sun HER BB R
Zhou)premiered® and was well received. B CRFE0) FVERS)
Gong has collaborated” so often with gyﬂﬂﬂ*#%ﬁﬂiﬁ *

Zhang Yimou (their other films include “To  T-HENHEEKEH

o .  Trind™) A1 (A AR T

she is inextricably” identified with his mFae s> BEftLE
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work. Zhang discovered her as a 2l-year-old
student at the Central Academy” of Drama in
1987 and soon cast’ her in“Red Sorghunt™.”
Although their romantic relationship ended in
1995 (she married a Singapore businessman in
1997) , she expects they could work together a-
gain.

“The Emperor and the Assassin” is her
third collaboration with Chen Kaige.It is a vivid
and costly(by one account, as high as $ 30
million) historical epic® dealing with the violent
wars that were the origins of China. In the film,
she plays Lady Zhao, a concubine of the em-
peror, who falls in love with an assassin plotting
to overthrow” him.In one remarkable scene,
Lady Zhao makes a tremendous sacrifice by al-
lowing her face to be branded® as an outward
display of loyalty to the emperor. It is one of the
few times that this great beauty has been bru-
tally disfigured® on screen.But it was not, she
insists, a difficult scene to shoot” . “That scene
was not hard to do because the motivation® was
all there,” she says matter-of-factly”®.“When
Lady Zhao made up her mind, she had little
hesitation and didn’t care about the conse-
quences®. “To me, she is a very simple person
who would be happy in the kitchen leading a
very simple life.She just wants to live a free
life. However, she lives in the palace and so she

zsmmwl.mmum
27.shoot v. I8
28.motivation | ; mwﬂvﬁplmﬁﬂ




becomes involved in all the power games that f'§§’ EMEANT FraasR
Z5, "

go on. ) .
common mother and her self-sacrifice for her AT AR, 5T
child. To play the mother Sun Liying with RO ARSERE, T
depth, Gong Li visited families with deaf chil- HED T AR EH
dren and talked for hours with their par- [E#h1164 5%/ o2

ents. She also went to work with women who o ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%&;ﬁbﬁiﬁzﬁ)&
i ) ERFAE LN —E T i
nise early to deliver newspapers to local peo- HRFXNBE, TR

ple.Gong seems willing to do whatever nec-
essary for a part, acting without makeup®,
dressing plain and sometimes in ragged®, dirty '
clothes.Most scenes were shot with :
hand-held cameras in natural light. “I do not
appearbeautiﬁ;linﬂlemleofSunL'wingas
some audiences may expect.But I love the
character, and I can see why she behaves like
ﬂlatandwhyshedoesﬂ\eﬂﬁngSMherown
way . Instead, from the appearance, you will
see the real beauty of humanity and mother-
hood" in the character herself,” Gong Li ~
said. BT EHEE, NELmE,
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Gong Li has played a variety of roles, but
more often than not, she plays women who are
defined and confined by their social or environ
mental circumstances, who must transcend® their
dilemmas® or find ways to function within trying”
and sometimes even life-threatening situa-
tions. The parts are marked by a tension® between
the character’s strength and intelligence and her
emotional vulnerability® .

She has been nominated” for many interna-
tional awards and has won a trophy-case® full of
such prizes. Adding to her list of awards, in 1998
Gong was given France’s highest cultural honor,
the Officier des Arts et des Lettres?.Yet all the
awards have not quelled® her desire to expand her
craft. She says she wants to continue to find in-
teresting and diverse* roles, working with direc-
tors like Chen and Zhang who aliow her the free-
dom and leeway®” to create her characters. She is
interested in producing one day, though not di-
recting— “it takes skills I don’ t have,” she says
modestly—and she plans one day to work in the
West again, though Wayne Wang’'s “Chinese
Box,” in which she was paired® with Jeremy
Irons, was a less than satisfying experience.
(Selected from Box office Magazine)
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More than 750,000 moms joined the Million BEAX, EHERWR
Mom March in Washington and more than 60 other Fi¥fth 60 M, 8
US cities on Sunday to mark Mother’s Day', urging o 7 Hﬁ&%%‘l&ﬁ
the American Congress to make stricter gun control < 201 "B/

BEXET",

laws. SBINR R E
Carrying banners® E&HEE S
“Freedom from® gun PRI E
trauma'” and “No more : EEi% e
. ” « )E

gun violence, the | =y, &=
protesters gathered in G E
front of the US Capi- ' weXB'ELH" &
tof . Million Mom March | B, HiTE
organizers  said they EEEESK
wanted stricter hand- e E_ﬁ
N EAIFTRNE

gun conirol laws that | maEmEm
would include licensing MNHESEE
and regisu‘aﬁonﬁ,longer TR

waiting periods for Bk, BER%

l . to purchasd’ g and a IR ARABIWE SEAR, 18
th imit ERESKHY "S55 10— A
one-gun-a-month purchase ; BRI — A PR A
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Organizers say they want the nation to
see families marching together on Mother’s
Day, hoping to send lawmakers and the gun
lobby® a message that many more Americans
are ready to join the fight.

President Bill Clinton and his wife,
Hillary, joined the protesters and spoke to
mothers at a reception® organized at the White
House.

“We’ ve come here in the names of*® the
children we love, the children we have lost,
the children we want to save, “said First Lady
Hillary Clinton.

The president wants the Congress to pass
laws that would require child safety locks on
all new handguns, close a loophole! that per-
mits gun purchases at gun shows without
background checks and ban the import of
large capacity” ammunition clips®.

Speakers and entertainers” lending their
support to the Million Mom March included
Oscar-winning actress Susan Sarandon, ac-
tress Courtney Love and talk-show® host
Rosie O’ Donnell.
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To the cheering crowd, O’Donnell said:
“30, 000 people are shot dead every year and we
have had enough.The NRA" is buying votes with
blood money. We vote. Are you listening,
Congress, senators”? We vote, and we’'ll be
watching you.” In an interview after her speech
she said although the National Rifle Association
controls considerable political power, it does not
represent the views of most Americans. “The
NRA is not the majority® in this country, it is a
minority”® . ”

In her speech Love spoke of her husband,
Kurt Cobain, who killed himself in 1994. Cobain
“had a criminaP® record and a record of mental
illness but he bought a gun at a pawn shop®” . It
took him five minutes to buy a shotgun. That’s
how easy it is, “said Love. “April 6 he bought the
gun. April 7 he was shot dead.”

At the Million Mom March, demonstrators®
included those who have lost loved ones to gun
violence. Alison Crozier, Kareen Turner and
Karen Scott lost their 5-year-old daughters, when
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a gunman walked into the gymnasium® at their
school on March 13, 1996 and began shooting.
Before turning the gun on himself, he killed 16
children and their teacher.

Ms Scott told the crowd that her heart
breaks each time she sees another child in the
US fall victin®* to gun violence. “I know those
angels, our angels, are here today, ”she said in
her speech. “They have given us the strength
to fight for change.”

About a quarter-mile west of the Capitol,
more than 1000 gun rights supporters gathered
for a counter-rally”® near the Washington Mon-
ument. The Second Amendment Sisters®, a
pro-gurt’ group that has its own moms, was
sending a different message : that new controls
on handguns would only give criminals the
advantage.

The organization says it wants the gov-
emment to enforce” the laws already in force,
not draw up new ones.The group was giving
out balloons to participants® to separate them
from the competing demonstrators. During the
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