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Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace,
Where there is hatred, let me sow® love;
Where there is injury, pardon®;

Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

And where there is sadness, joy.

O divine® Master, grant that | may not

So much seek to be consoled ¥ as to console;
To be understood as to understand;

To be loved as to love;

For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

And it is in dying

That we are born to eternal life.

St Francis of Assisi

sow:; . ?ﬁﬁ’

pardon: n. #

divine: adj. #H, XK
console: . ZRL, B
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A VOCABULARY OF LOVE
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he book began with a prayer. It was Mother Teresa’s

idea. If there was to be a book about her work, it

was obviously God’s wish and should have His
blessing. So it was arranged that we attend an evening ser-
vice of Adoration in the Mother House. We had hardly ar-
rived and were awaiting Mother in the parlour, when the
electricity failed——a not unusual occurrence® in Calcutta
where regular load-shedding is resorted to in an attempt to
conserve power. Mother conducted us to the chapel, lead-
ing us up the stairs by candlelight. Candles lit the chapel,
flickering on the austere altar, on the small organ and on the

@ occurrence: n. F{;FH
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floor where we knelt. The gentle orange glowed, ran
through every now and then by the harsh sweep of headlights
from the street outside, lent a remarkable serenity to a beau-
tiful service.

Mother had selected my favourite prayer and my favou-
rite hymn, a rousing, happy, infectious song, and there was
a special prayer for the four of us who would be writing,
recording and photographing in the course of the book. “We
offer You all the thoughts of our minds, the affections of our
hearts -+ Let us hear Your voice and attend to Your holy® in-
spiration.” If one could only have started writing then and
there, among that innocence of shadowy nuns raising their
voices to the glory of God and in the presence of the founder
of this incredible far-reaching Order.

If we could only have captured? the aura of those can-
dlelit faces, the intensity of Mother’s devotion and the suffus-
ing sense of peace **+ Our cameras tried and failed, and our
words, removed from that service, lost much of the magic
and the immediate inspiration.

Mother Teresa and Sister Agnes knelt side by side, the
founder and her first postulant, embraced by the light of a
single candle. As | watched their faces enriched by prayer, |
understood how much these soothing moments with God
mean to people who have devoted their lives to the unending
demands and tragedies of the poorest of the poor. Sister
Agnes had said, “Every day we have Mass, half an hour of

® holy: odji. BIRM
® capture: . 5|8, %7
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meditation, morning prayer, afternoon prayer, and in the
evening we have a full hour of Adoration. It would not be
possible to work otherwise. There must be a spiritual mo-
tive. You can work only for God. You can never work for
any man.”

To Mother Teresa, whose life is a living prayer, the
need to withdraw®, to be alone with God, is as important
as her work. “That is why we begin and end the day with
prayer, because, when we pray, we are touching the body
of Christ. You people in the world might not have the time
or the leisure to pray. It is a beautiful gift of God for us to
have that amount of time.” How typical of Mother Teresa to
see her al-consuming® work as allowing time for prayer,
where the likes of us might be far too busy, too
preoccupied® to find time to communicate with our Maker.

Prayer was the subject of one of our many discussions. |
must feel eternally® grateful for all the time that Mother Tere-
sa has allowed me just as | must feel for ever guilty at having
taken up so much of it. No one | know who has ever met

.. Mother Teresa, for however short a while, has been un-

moved by the experience. For some, it has meant a com-
pletely new way of life; for me, it has been one of the most
extraordinary experiences of a fairly eventful life. She has
taught me to see, not merely to look, to appreciate, not
merely to understand and she has consolidated whatever faith

withdraw; . & H

consuming: adj. {8 A&# 5 ER; HAEN
preoccupied: adj. SHRERN
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| had. | can think of no one | would like to have with me
more when | am in real need or when my, time is up than
Mother Teresa because, for me, she has, | suppose uncon-
sciously, built up a powerful vocabulary of understanding,
which even as a non-practising Christian | can comfortingly
use.

ON CONVERSION

“Oh, | hope  am converting®.’ | don’t mean what you
think. | hope we are converting hearts. Not even Almighty
God can convert a person unless that person wants it. What
we are all trying to do by our work, by serving the people,
is to come closer to God. If in coming face to face with God
we accept Him in our lives, then we are converting. We be-
come a better Hindu, a better Muslim, a better Catholic, a
better whatever we are, and then by being betier we come
closer and closer to Him. If we accept Him fully in our
lives, then that is conversion. What approach would | use?
For me, naturally, it would be a Catholic one, for you it
may be Hindu, for someone else, Buddhist, according to
one’s conscience. You must accept what God is in your
mind. But | cannot prevent myself from trying to give you
what | have.

‘| am not afraid to say ! am in love with Jesus because
He is everything to me. But you may have a different picture
in your life. And this is the way that conversion has to be
understood——people think that conversion is just changing

@ convert; u. BRK
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overnight. It is not like that. Nobody, not even your father
or your mother, can make you do that. Not even Almighty
God can force a person. Even Jesus, though He was God
Himself, could not convert the hearts of the people unless
they allowed Him to.’

‘1 want very much people to come to know God, to
love Him, to serve Him, for that is true happiness. And I
want everyone in the world to have what | have. But it is
their choice. If they have seen the light they can follow it. |
cannot give them the light: | can only give the means. If |
breathe into Kalighat and do some work there and really
serve tie people with great love and sacrifice, then naturally
they will begin to think of God. Once they think, they will
come to know, and knowing, they will want to love, and if
they love they will want to serve.’

‘There are many Hindu ladies who want our way of
life, the life of poverty, prayer, sacrifice and service. They
want the life of a Missionary. But they wish to retain their
faith, their own belief in God. Now I don’t know how this
works——you see, they want to take vows®, they want
prayer, they want complete dedication®. | am trying to thi-
nk of a way.’

‘We are not social workers, though we do social

1

work.

@ vow: n. WS

@ dedication; n. A5
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ON BELIEF

‘What we allow God to use us for, that is important.
What He is doing through us, that is important. Because we
are religious and our vocation is not to work for the lepers or
the dying, our vocation is to belong to Jesus. Because | be-
long to Him, the work is a means for me to put my love for
Him into action. So it is not an end, it is a means. Because
my vocation is to belong to God properly, love Him with
undivided love and chastity, | take the vows.’

‘t see Christ in every person | touch because He has
said, “I was hungry, | was thirsty, | was naked, | was sick,
| was suffering, | was homeless and you took me " It is as
simple as that. Every time | give a piece of bread, | give it to
Him. That is why we must find a hungry one, and a naked
one. That is why we are totally bound to the poor.’

“The vows we take make our religious life. Our vow of
chastity is nothing but our undivided love for Christ in chasti-
ty, then we proceed to the freedom of poverty — poverty is
nothing but freedom. And that total surrender is obedience.
If 1 belong to God, if 1 belong to Christ, then He must be
able to use me. That is obedience. Then we give whole-
hearted service to the poor. That is service. They complete
each other. That is our life.’

“If you really belong to the work that has been entrusted
to you, then you must do it with your whole heart. And you
can bring salvation® only by being honest and by really
working with God. It is not how much we are doing but how

@ salvation: n. &
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much love, how much honesty, how much faith, is put into
doing it. It makes no difference what we are doing. What
you are doing, | cannot do, and what | am doing, you can-
not do. But all of us are doing what God has given us to do.
Only sometimes we forget and we spend more time looking
at somebody else and wishing we were doing something
else.’

‘We waste our time thinking of tomorrow and today we
let the day pass and yesterday is gone.’

ON LOVE

‘The poor must know that we love them, that they are
wanted. They themselves have nothing to give but love. We
are concerned with how to get this message of love and
compassion across. We are trying to bring peace to the
world through our work. But the work is the gift of God,
eh?

’“People today are hungry for love, for understanding
love which is much greater and which is the only answer to
loneliness and great poverty. That is why we are able to go
to countries like England and America and Australia where
there is no hunger for bread. But there, people are suffering
from terrible loneliness, terrible despair, terrible hatred,
feeling unwanted, feeling helpless, feeling hopeless. They
have forgotten how to smile, they have forgotten the beauty
of the human touch. They are forgetting what is human
love. They need someone who will understand and respect
them.’

‘The poor are not respected. People do not think that

8
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the poor can be treated as people who are lovable, as peo-
ple like you and 1.’

‘You know, the young are beginning to understand.
They want to serve with their hands, and to love with their
hearts. To the full, not superficially®.’

‘Love can be misused? for selfish motives®. | love
you, but at the same time | want to take from you as much
as | can, even the things that are not for me to take. Then
there is no true love any more. True love hurts. It always
has to hurt. It must be painful to love someone, painful to
leave them, you might have to die for them. When people
marry they have to give up everything to love each other.
The mother who gives birth to her child suffers much. It is
the same for us in religious life. To belong fully to God we
have to give up everything. Only then can we truly love.
The word “love” is so misunderstood and so misused.’

‘A young American couple told me once, “You know a
lot about love, you must be married.” And | said, “Yes, but

”y

sometimes | find it difficult to smile at Him.

ON DEATH

‘ Death is going home, yet people are afraid of what
will come so they do not want to die. If we do, if there is no
mystery, we will not be afraid. There is also the question of
conscience—"1 could have done better.” Very often as we

® supetficially; adv. FEHL, KK
® misuse; u. $F
® motive;: n. 3L



