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Short Answer Questions

Directions: In this part there is a short passage with five questions or incomplete statements. Read the

passage carefully. Then answer the questions or complete the statements in the fewest possible words.

The relationship between the home and market economics has gone through two distinct stages.
Early industrialization began the process of transferring some production processes (e. g.clothesmaking.
sewing and canning foods) from the home to the marketplace. Although the home economy could stil!
produce these goods, the processes were laborious and the market economy was usually more effi-
cient. Soon, the more important second stage was evident—the marketplace began producing goods
and services that had never been produced by the home economy, and the home economy was unable
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to produce them (e.g. electricity and electrical appliances, the automobile, advanced education, so-
phisticated medical care). In the second stage, the question of whether the home economy was less
efficient in producing these new goods and services was irrelevant; if the family were to enjoy these
fruits of industrialization, they would have to be obtained in the marketplace. The traditional ways of
taking care of these needs in the home, such as in nursing the sick, became socially unacceptable (and,

in most serious cases, probably less successful). Just as the appearance of the automobile made the
use of the horse-drawn carriage illegal and then impractical, and the appearance of television changed
the radio from a source of entertainment to a source of background music, so most of the fruits of
economic growth did not increase the options available to the home economy to either produce the
goods or services or purchase them in the market. Growth brought with it increased variety in con-
sumer goods, but not increased flexibility for the home economy in obtaining these goods and ser-
vices. Instead, economic growth brought with it increased consumer reliance on the marketplace. In
order to consume these new goods and services, the family had to enter the marketplace as wage
earners and consumers. The neoclassical model that views the family as deciding whether to produce
goods and services directly or to purchase them in the marketplace is basically a model of the first
stage. It cannot accurately be applied to the second (and current) stage.

Questions:

1. What does the words “these goods” refer to?

2. Why were many production processes taken over by the marketplace?

3. What does the expression “wage earners and consumers” mean according to the context in the
passage?

4. The home economy was unable to produce the new goods and services that the marketplace began
producing because

5. Why is the neoclassical model basically a model of the first stage?
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Recently the attack on illiteracy has been stepped up. A world plan has been drawn up by a
committee of UNESCO experts in Paris, as part of the United Nations Development Foundation, and
an international conference on the subject has also been held, UNESCO stresses that functional lit-
eracy is the aim. People must learn the basic skills of responsible citizenship: the ability to read notices,
newspapers, timetables, letters, price-lists, to keep simple records and accounts, to sort out the sig-

nificance of the information gathered, and to fill in forms.

Question: The passage is primarily concerned with _ _

BAEXWEEZ ML INRIIE ), X2 }%ﬁ B o FTLARI% : the stepped up at-
tack on illiteracy. it 3 AT LU A 52 B0 1) -F » BORFE Z 70K - el LA M- 4ll: What
is this passage mainly about?3 K% 4 HE & (A H & EN S -
=, Hfiemis

A MR B RS A (BB AR SCR AR b RYE SCR R R gl nn (5 KL xR - A
i&ﬁ‘*@é@?&i@ﬁiﬁ'ﬁ{ﬁﬁ?ﬂ#ﬂ S B SRR B B L S 0 TR
FHRE R E =

Why were many production processes taken over by the marketplace?
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¥ Y REEI Y% 56 . What does the words “these goods” refer to?ll|J& T It 258U, CHRA
BB B &A% .58 HFl, Why is the neoclassical model basically a model of the first stage?3{/]
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28 = : What does the expression “wage earners and consumers” mean according to the context in

the passage? \AK4] b T AT LU FEAZH FH{1. “workers and buyers” .
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Passage 1

The process of ent.ering the confines of political and economic power can be pictured as a
system'in which persons are chosen from a potential elite pool. In this reservoir of possible leaders
are the individuals with the skills, education, and other qualifications needed to fill elite positions, It is
here that competition does exist, that the highest achievers do display their abilities, and that the best
qualified do generally succeed. Hence, what is most important is entering this reservoir of qualified
people.

Many in the masses may have leadership abilities, but unless they can gain entrance into the elite
pool, their abilities will go unnoticed. Those of higher class and status rank enter more easily into this
competition since they have been afforded greater opportunities to acquire the needed qualifications.

In addition to formal qualifications, there are less obvious social-psychological factors which
tend to narrow the potential elite pool further. “Self-assertion” and “self-elimination” are processes by
which those of higher social status assert themselves and those of lower social status climate them-
selves from competition for elite positions. A young man whose family has been active in politics, who
has attended Harvard, and who has established a network of connections to the economic and political
power establishments would not be unrealistic in his aspiring to a high position in the business or
political world. On the other hand, a young man with less prestigious family background, no connec-
tions, and only a high school education or even a college degree from a state university would not likely
expect a future place for himself at the top. As Prewitt and Stone explain, such an individual “has few
models to follow, no contacts to put him into the right channels, and little reason to think of himself as
potentially wealthy or powerful.” Thus, self-selection aids in filtering out those of lower income and
status groups from the pool of potential elites. Most eliminate themselves from the competition early in
the game.

Questions:
I. What does “potential elite pool” (Line 2, Para. 1) mean?
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2. Why is it easier for people of high social status to secure elite positions?

3. What does the term “social status™ refer to in this passage?

4. According to the author, what are the two most important factors in the comperittonfor entry into
the potential elite pool?

5. What are the two forms of self-selection?

~
1. A reservoir of qualified people/future leaders/possible leaders.

F—A AR 5 “potential elite pool” iX AN %3535 48 H £ A 89, (VAR E —HB P8
power, leaders, achievers, the best qualified %3], K ML T VAl 2, XA E A6 ik &
BR “ARMAFREREKE",

2. They have been afforded more opportunities. 8 They can get more opportunities.

B AR A ARRRGEEHARESHAMGRE? BB DER
ANRBET EE,
3. Family background, social connections and education, :

FEAFERETXHMT G, EEHRCE LR AT, RERLTFEZ8
¥ . “Social status” £1X & X F P 48 =A% & #9K 2. Family background, social connec-
tions and education,

4. Formal qualifications and social—psychological factors.

FOMAMEFERXTABT LAY REM, 2 RAF =AM 4 F: formal
qualifications and social-psychological factors,

5. Self—-assertion and self-elimimation.

P AAFALE HA O RLEFGOH XRMFL? "BREEARE —RE %P “self-
assertion” = “self-elimination” , AT# “H K A" AL GEHART, EX “H
BHR” MRAARHLERGART,

Passage 2

AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) is a fatal disease that destroys the immune
system. More than four out of five AIDS cases in the United States so far have been homosexual or
bisexual men or drug users. Not all those who are infected with the AIDS virus, now numbering one



